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INTRODUCTION. 


HH E world has had ſo many reaſons to ex- 


pet ſomething like the following work, 
that little, by way of preamble to it, can be ex- 


pected. The adventitious publication of a pri- | 


vate letter, which, on the firſt view of the 
Right Reverendthe lord biſhop of Cloyne's © pre- 
© ſent ſtate of the church of Ireland,” I addreſſed 
to the right honourable lord Kenmare, (more with 
an intention of better enabling that nobleman to 
refute thoſe unjuſtifiable charges that have been 


circulated againſt the tenets of the Roman Ca- 


tholic religion, than as an actual refutation of 
them) has, in ſome degree, pledged me to de- 


fend, before the public, what has been exhibi- 
ted to their view as a ſyſtem the moſt unwar- 
rantable and dangerous. Aware of the aukward 
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ſituation, in which I am thus neceſſarily involy- 
ed, often as the egotiſt, and in many inſtances, 
as the panegyriſt of a cauſe, that ſtands upon a 
firmer baſe than panegyric; my preſent engage- 
ment is ſuch an one, as worldly policy would na- 
turally prompt me to decline. But that policy, 
and all the leſſer conſiderations of ſelfiſh intereſt 
are abſorbed in the wider and more important 
intereſts of the community: and the Roman Ca- 
tholics are now reduced to that ſituation, in 
which ſilence muſt wear the ſtamp of treachery 
not only to their own cauſe but to that of truth 
and juſtice. My readers will therefore, I truſt, 
not impute the open and unreferved manner of 
my conduct to any weak ambition of appearing” 
the foremoſt in a literary conteſt; but conſider 
me as obliged upon principle to prove to the 
world upon what grounds I think the religion! 
profeſs conſiſtent with all the civil duties of a 
ſubject and a man —and to diſprove thoſe harſh, 
unkind, and unworthy inſinuations, and aſſer- 
tions, by which it is depicted in fuch dange- 
rous colours. 


As to the manner in which this is 
it may be neceſſary, from the great nicety a 
caution, which, in the conſideration of ſome ſu 


jects, the world affects to uſe, in applying o/ 
| Terms 
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terms to old ideas, to premiſe a few words in reſ- 
pect of ſome inſtances of this kind of liberty that 
may appear in the following pages. For exam- 
ple: Untruths are called falſe; and Calumnies 
bear the character of calumniation. If I knew 
of milder terms, by the adoption of which my 
ideas might be the better accommodated to the 
delicacy of modern readers, I ſhould not have 
recourſe to ſuch unſcemly epithets. But I am 
aſſured the learning of thoſe perſons, whoſe opi- 
- nions I attempt to refute, or whoſe aſſertions 


I am obliged to contradict, would not be much 


obliged to the charity, that ſhould charge them 


only with miſtake or ignorance. And, at all 


events, ignorance, whether the facts a man ſtates, 
particularly when of ſuch magnitude as thoſe 
I encounter, be true, is not much leſs culpable 
than the n knowledge that they are falſe. | 


1 nave been obliged, too, in the deſcription 


of a certain claſs of people,. to employ thoſe 
epithets, and names of deſcription, - uſually 
known in the country. Becauſe, otherwiſe, 
without deviſing new names I could by no 


means deſcribe them, and the inventing of a vo- 


cabulary of that ſort might breed a diſtraction 


in my readers minds, that would poſſibly be not 
ns. agreeable. The reader will therefore par- 


don 
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don me, if he ſometimes hear of ſuch men as 
Titular Biſhops and their Clergy, and if I am 
ſometimes obliged alſo to ſpeak of my own Ti- 
tular ſuffragans. Were I to take all imaginable 
pains to dilute and qualify theſe terms, the ideas 
raiſed by them would be exactly the fame that 
they now excite. No man would indeed then 
be able to ſay that I aſſumed even the name of 
any pre-eminence.—And I truſt that no man 
will now ſay, or believe, that I claim any other, 
dy talking in the ſame language, that has been 
uſed without offence in this country for many 
years back, than that of ſaying my own pray- 
ers, and ſuperintending over the worſhip of my 
communion, in that degree, in which the laws 


of the land ſanctify and protect me. 


THERE are, beſides, in my correſpondence 
with the ſacred Congregation, ſome expreſſions, 
for which it may poſlibly be neceſſary to premiſc 
a word of apology. And the public will not, I 
truſt, be rigorous in judging them, when it is 
conſidered, that thoſe letters were not then 
written with the moſt diſtant idea of ever being 
thus dragged before the world. To ſpeak in any 
other language, than I have uſed, under the 
circumſtances of the times, in which they were 
written, would be, in fome inſtances, unintel- 

ligible, 
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ligible, and in others, perhaps, unwarrantable. 
To qualify the terms of them now, would be 
diſingenuous and unjuſt. So that I have pre- 
ferred, on the whole, the leaving of them, 
with all their characters, to appear in the world, 
to entirely ſuppreſſing, or, but partially apply- 
ing them. 
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JUSTIFICATION, &c. 


SECTION I. 


The Conduct of the whole Catholic Body in Ireland 


during the late riots, compared with the Charges 
made on their Religious Tenets. 


— — 


—— 


W HILE thoſe charges, that are now re- 
vived againſt the principles and conduct of 
Roman Catholics, were ſo cloſely blended with 
ſcholaſtic controverſies, that it was impoſſible 
to ſeparate them, and were made the foundati- 
on chiefly of theological diſputes, it ſeemed 
prudent to avoid reviving a conteſt of polemics, 
of which the world had been already ſufficiently 
wearied. But the magnitude and complexion 
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of the accuſations now brought forward againſt 
the Roman Catholic Tenets—the deformities of 
thoſe pictures that are falſely drawn of Roman 
Catholic condut—and the high authority and 
character of the Right Reverend Prelate, whoſe 
pencil has finiſhed their outlines and colouring, 
call at laſt for that public and unambiguous re- 
futation, which I had expected not to have been 
rendered ſo neceſſary a duty. The peculiar 
ſituation of the Roman Catholics in this king- 
dom makes it abſolutely indiſpenſable to call, 
for a few moments, the attention of our fellow 
citizens to thoſe . proofs, which I ſhall offer, in 
oppoſition to aſſertions, that, if true, muſt juſt- 
ly deprive us of all confidence, regard, and pro- 
tection. 


AND, indeed, this ſeems no leſs our duty, as a 
grateful body of people toward the ſovereign and 
legiſlature, under whom we have derived ſo 
many and great immunities. To deſerve their 
contidence has been the firſt wiſh of our hearts: 
To convince the world that we are not unwor- 
thy to enjoy ſo high a bleſſing is the ſecond. 
And a tacit acquieſcence under thoſe cruel in- 
ſinuations, of a dark, well formed, ſyſtematical 
deſign againſt the government that protects us, 


would be now but a poor return to that wiſdom, 
_ 


8 


7 huma- 
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humanity, and juſtice, in which we have found 
its protection. When miſchief is deduced from 
obedience, by implication, and treaſon and diſ- 
affection are wreſted, by inference, from loyalty, 
it is neceſſary to ſhew the world that our allegi- 
ance has not been either time: ſerving or diſſem- 
bled. - In happier moments—yes, in happier mo- 
ments—when advantage could not be taken of men's 


— — —ñ— 


terrors to make a ſtrong impreſſion on their under- 


ſtandings — perhaps this meaſure might not be 
quite ſo unavoidable. But the moment, that 
has been embraced to cloath us again in all 
the hateful appearances of gloomy perſecution, 
deep treachery, and ſettled principles of rebel- 
lion, was as favourable as our moſt inveterate 
enemies could have wiſhed for, to catch the vul- 
gar, and ſubdue the weak, It was an inſtant 
for the worſt inſinuations to be thrown out and 
ſwallowed. A great part of the kingdom was 
involved in all the calamities of inſurrection, 
Tho inſurgents were moſtly Roman Catholics— 
and nothing was to be done but to couple Capt. 
RicnT with Titus Oates, and revive all the old 
legendary tales of Popiſh plots and Popiſh miſ- 
ſionarjes. It had, on all proper occaſions, been 
taught, that the principle of revolt was peculiar 
to the Roman Catholics. The ſoft moments of 
infancy had been ſtamped with the impreſſion, 
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and books of inſtruction for children were diſ- 


perſed in multitudes and at a ſmall price, to 


fill their minds betimes with a proper idea of 
all the horrors of blood thirſty Popery, that, as 


they grew up, they might conſtantly view all 


the conduct of the Roman Catholics through 
this medium. For fifteen months was this im- 
preſſion gathering ſtrength from the continuance 
of the ſouthern diſturbances, and, at fifteen 
months end, an inſurrection, propagated and 
promoted chiefly againſt the perſons, ' and con- 
trary to all the influence of the Roman Catho- 
lic Clergy, was adduced to prove the operation 
of theſe principles. All the force of faith was 
called forward to gain credit for the paradox, 


that men voluntarily offered themſelves martyrs 


for the ſubverſion of their religion : Since no 
man could doubt, that the continuance of thoſe 
diſturbances muſt have ended in ſomething 
very like the total extinction of the Roman 
Catholic religion in Ireland—and many of the 
ringleaders were ſaid to have wiſhed it. 


1 confeſs, however, that after the decided 
and exemptary conduct of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Clergy throughout this long period of riot 
and diforder ; a conduct ſo conſiſtent with all 
their former loyalty, I ſcarcely expected ſuch 


an 


CNA 


an attack as has been now made upon the Tenets 


of their religion. When the evil genius of our | 


country had, cried havock and let ſlip the dogs 
of war,” while the whole South of Ireland was 
traverſed by a tumultuous banditti, that the 
Roman Catholic Clergy took all poſſible means 
in their power to quell, a Southern Prelate ſlum- 
bered on his watch; and when time enough had 
elapſed for an aQtive or well concerted force to 
do all the miſchiefs it could purpoſe, he a- 
woke with all the haſty apprehenſions of dream- 
ing terror to ſound the alarm, and call one part 
of a nation to arms againſt another. 


No one can be more ſenſible than myſelf of 
the delicacy, with which I ſhould hazard any 
opinion that might convey ſuch an idea of ſo 
eminent and high a character, as a dignitary of 
the eſtabliſhed church. And no one could be 
more cautious in running any hazard, that a 
miſapprehenſion in ſo delicate a caſe might ex- 
poſe me to. Combined with theſe principles of 
duty and of inclination, his Lordſhip of Cloyne's 
private aſſurances might have ſufficiently ſatisfied 
my own private feelings, when, in anſwer to 
an expoſtulatory letter, I wrote him on the un- 
juſt and uncharitable charges his Lordſhip ap- 
peared to me to make againſt the whole body of 
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the Roman Catholics, he was pleaſed to aſſure me 
by two different letters in the moſt earneſt man- 
ner, © that nothing was farther from his intenti- 


on than to reſlect in the leaſt on their ſinceri- 


« ty, and that he was convinced from the clo- 
* ſeſt reviſal he had made of that part of his 


pamphlet alluded to in my letter, that no one 


* expreſſion of his could be conſtrued even by 
remote implication to bear ſuch a meaning.” 
So cordial a declaration from his Lordſhip,“ 
could not but be very ſatisfactory to my own 
private fellings; and the facts upon which ſuch 
a diſpoſition ought to have proceeded in tracing 
Meaſures and diſcovering Tenets will, I truſt, be 
fufficient to defend their fincerity and their prin- 
ciples before the world at large. 


We had heard the trumpet of perſecution 
againſt bloody, falſehearted, fiery papiſts blow its 
laſt. The ſteadineſs and ſincerity of our allegi- 
ance had obtained us other epithets. The ſtorms 
and clouds of an inauſpicious century had been 
diſperſed by the mild ſunſhine of peace, and the 
harmleſs Catholic repoſed under his vine and fig 
tree, ſafe and unenvied. We had done much. 


The penal laws, thoſe diſcriminating marks of 


opprobrium, by which we were ſeparated from 
the reſt of mankind, had been partly relaxed. 
| | The 
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The Roman Catholics were permitted to pur- 
chaſe lands in fee, and the proſpect was opening 
to us, of higher rewards for our loyalty. Hope 
reſted on her anchor: and expectation ſat in ſi- 
lence, until the Almighty might ſee fit, in his 
own good time, to let us enjoy them. 


: / 

I HAD wiſhed that the ſcandal, which, in the 
minds of the weak and haſty part of the world, 
had been brought on the Proteſtant Church, by 
thoſe falſe and futile accuſations, to which ma- 
ny of her members had deſcended, to render 
the Roman Catholic Religion deteſtable and ri- 
diculous, might not now be revived, and that 
the world ſhould no longer have to ſay, that the 
preference attributed to one chriſtian ſect, aroſe 
from its falſifications of another. 


I HaD hoped, that the liberal toleration in- 
dulged in this and the ſiſter country, would ex- 
hibit to the Roman Catholic States of Europe, 
an example, that might confirm to their Proteſ- 
tant ſubjects the advantages, that ſect chiefly 
ſeeks and affects to rely on an exemption from 
temporal incapacities for conſcience ſake, or pu- 
niſhment for a difference of thought in matters 
of religion. | | 
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Ta modern conduct of the legiſlature juſti- 
fied my expectations, and I rejoiced that the 


means, uſed for checking the growth of Popery 
in theſe countries, would no longer be a pretext 
for meaſures, rigorous and coercive beyond the 
meaſure of chriſtianity, to check the progreſs 
of the Reformation in the Roman Catholic nati- 
ons of Europe. The unfortunate diſtinctions, 
that had diſtracted this country, were dying away, 
and the forced connection between the invidious 
terms, of Papiſt, Slave, and Jacobite, was diſ- 
ſolved into a diſcrimination between temporal fe- 
alty and ſpiritual obedience. Our non-conformi- 
ty with the eſtabliſhed church involved neither 
treaſon, conſpiracy, nor rebellion ; no ſtate con- 
vulſion was apprehended from it, and our prince 
fate on his throne, confident in the ſecurity of 
the affection of millions among his ſubjects, who 
differed, in their faith, from the religion of 
his government. Our principles, it is true, 
had been reviled with obloquy, that our praQi- 
ces refuted : our doctrines had been charged 
with abominations that our tenets diſavowed. 
And we eſteemed it our duty to permit our te- 
nets and our practices to ſpeak for themſelves, 
until they ſhould convince the legiſlature, 
ho far we might be entitled to ſhare thoſe in- 
dulgences, permitted to other non-conformiſts. 
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Grateful for the advantages that we already en- 
joyed, we repined not that the full meaſure of 
liberty had not yet been diſpenſed to all the 
members of ſociety. We beheld, with defe- 
rence and reſpect, that the legiſlature, in its 
wiſdom thought it neceſſary to unite a ſyſtem of 
religion with a ſyſtem of politics. Open and de- 
cided in our own conduct; equally decided and 
open in the doctrines we inculcated ; it was but 
a natural expeQation, that time would at length 
prove the indiſputable ſincerityof our attachment 
and loyalty, to the perſon and family of our prince, 
and to the principles of the conſtitution, That 
our intentions might be ſought in the conduct 
we ſhould purſue, and the tenets we hold in the 
doctrines we ſhould teach, was all that we wiſh- 
ed. We preached loyalty, and we practiſed it. 
When every ſinew of the diſabled and diſtracted 
frame of the Britiſh Empire was enfeebled by a 
long ſtruggle for the ſovereignty of America— 
when the miniſter of England was obliged to 
deſire his Majeſty's Iriſh ſubjeQs to defend them- 
ſelves—when, in conſequence of this direction, 
we ſaw a ſelf. appointed army of ninety thouſand 
citizens, of whom two-thirds were Roman Ca- 
tholics—when we were invited by every temp- 
tation of foreign aſſiſtance When all thoſe 


C cireumſtan- 
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circumſtances conſpired to ſhake our allegiance; 
the conduct of the Roman Catholics in Ireland 
was marked by an exemplary obedience to, or an 
active ſupport of, the very laws, whoſe rigour we 
complained of. The conduct of all his Majeſ- 
ty's Catholic ſubjects was the ſame ; for their 
principles were uniform. When, faid Mr. 


Burke, in his addreſs to the freemen of Briſtot 
„ — When the Engliſh nation ſeemed to be 


<&. dangerouſly, if notirrecoverably divided; when 


© one, and that the moſt growing branch, was 


e torn from the parent ſtock, and engrafted on 
ce the power of France, a great terror fell upon 
ce this kingdom—on a ſudden we awakened 


« from our dreams of conqueſt, and ſaw our- 
« ſelves threatened with an immediate invaſion ; 


* which we were at that time very ill prepared 


< to reſiſt; you remember the cloud, that gloom- 
ce ed over us all. In that hour of our diſmay, 
e from the bottom of the hiding places, into 
& which the indiſcriminate' rigour of our ſta- 
e tutes had driven them, came out the body 
e of the Roman Catholics. They appeared be- 
<« fore the ſteps of a tottering throne, with one 
4 of the moſt ſober, meaſured, ſteady, and du- 
< tiful addrefles, that were ever preſented to 


„ the crown. It was no holiday ceremony; 


„no anniverſary compliment of parade and 
| ſhew. 


(1) 


* ſhew. It was ſigned by almoſt every gentle- 
* man of that perſuaſion of note or property in 
« England. At ſuch a criſis, nothing but a 
decided reſolution to ſtand or fall with their 
country could have dictated ſuch an addreſs, 
* the direct tendency of which was to cut off 
all retreat, and to render them peculiarly ob- 
“ noxious to an invader of their own com- 
% munion.“ 


Tuls is the language, in which the Roman 
Catholics of England were ſpoken of by Mr. 
Burke, who to this day has preſerved the cha- 
rater of a very good whig upon revolution 
principles. 


Tuis conduct was, however, our duty—and 
it would ill become us, now, to boaſt the diſ- 
charge of it, if thoſe unhappy means that the 
extended liberality of the preſent day ſeemed 
calculated to remove, had not been unneceſſari- 
ly recurred to, to prove us by principle, and in 
our conduct, unworthy the protection of the 
laws, and the confidence of our fellow ſub- 


jeQs. 


THz Roman Catholics were found to be not 
leſs, obedient to their parents, leſs affectionate 
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to their children, leſs mindful of their relations, 


or leſs expanded in the exerciſe of univerſal cha- 
rity than other chriſtians. The diſcharge of their 
duties was ſo uniform, from the narroweſt to the 
moſt diſtant circles of human relation, and they 
ſeemed to exerciſe the feelings of nature, com- 
paſſion, gratitude, and friendſhip, ſo ſincerely 
and unaffectedly, that one could ſcarcely avoid 
hoping they ſhould ſoon be freed from thoſe 
marks of malignancy, diſaffection, blood thirſti- 
neſs, and treachery, by the imputation of which 
they had been ſo anxiouſly diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of their ſpecies. We expected that the 
dreadful dreſs in which, like the ancient chriſti- 
ans under Nero, when wrapped in the ſkins of 
beaſts, they were thrown into the amphitheatre 
to lions and tygers, we had been cloathed, to 
juſtify the“ world in running us down like the 


monſters, whoſe appearances we were forced to 


wear, would no longer be forced upon us; and 


we could not have apprehended that ſuch means 


would have been practiſed to juſtify acculations, 
that the uniform tenor of our moral and civil 
conduct had ſo amply refuted. 


Tursr hopes and affurances were however 


too ſanguine, and more recent experience convin- 


ced the world, that an age of rectitude was not 
ſufficient 


6 


ſufficient to eradicats thoſe unjuſt and unfortu- 


nate impreſſions, that it might be advantageous 


to renew. An inſurrection had broken out in 
the South of Ireland : the inſurgents were in 
general profefſedly Roman Catholics, as they 
muſt have been, if of any religion at all, as, 


from the prevalence of the Roman Catholic 


Religion in that part of Ireland, the few of other 
perſuaſions in the rank of inſurgents could 
ſcarcely dignify their riots with the name of in- 
ſurrection. It was ſufficient. —And the advan- 


tage was taken with the fame avidity, and 


the ſame juſtice, by which a certain claſs of 


friends to the conſtitution in Church and State 


have been diſtinguiſhed, to charge on the Ro- 
man Catholic Religion, principles ſubverſive of 


all government, and deſtructive of all ſocial 


intercourſe, 


WHAT were the actual cauſes of the late trou- 
bles, I hoped it might not be my province to 
enquire, And I ſhould moſt gladly have left the 
conſideration entirely to the inveſtigation of thoſe 
high perſons, whoſe information will certainly 
be better, and whoſe wiſdom will doubtleſs ap- 
ply to the evil its proper remedy. Whether 
they had originally taken their riſe from general 
wretchedneſs, or from the pretended rigour of 

GT the 


— — I 


G 


the eſtabliſned clergy, or from the ſtrictneſs of 
landlords, I ſhall not even wiſh to inſinuate: 
And under any other circumſtances than the 
the preſent, it might perhaps be not very con- 
ſiſtent with a mere defence of my religion to in- 
volve political inveſtigations with the cauſe of 
plain truth. But recent occurrences have made 
it indiſpenſibly requiſite to deviate from my ori- 
ginal deſign, and not only to prove beyond any 
poſſibility of doubt that they did not originate 
in any principles of the Roman Catholic Re- 
ligion, or any conduct of it's Paſtors, but 
that they were in their progreſs equally di- 
rected againſt the clergy of the Romiſh commu- 
nion, and the divines of the eſtabliſhed church, 


BzyonD doubt, however, it may, in this age 


of univerſal pyrrhoniſm, be difficult to prove 


any thing. For as it may poſſibly happen that 
Popiſh miſſunaries were ſent here to ſow ſedition— 
or if not ſent here, as it may pgſſibly be difficult 
to prove that they have not been found —or if not 
found, as it may by 2 bility be not difficult to 
infer that ſomething is calculated to anſwer the 
fame purpoſe —ſo may it be diſcovered by that 
ſort of ingenuity (by many wiſe and honeſt men 
called ſophiſtry) ſo much in uſe, that loyalty 
might poſſibly have n rebellion, and that the 
moſt 


( 


moſt effectual method of diſturbing the govern- 
ment was by preaching obedience, and practi- 
ſing ſubmiſſion. To perſons in the habits of ar- 
guing thus, and who are determined to be aſſu- 
red that it is a doctrine of the Papal See, that 
faith is not to be kept with Heretics; and that 
Princes excommunicated by the Pope, may be de-. 
poſed and murdered by their ſubjects, it will be 
hard to prove that any Tenet of virtue can be 
holden in ſuch a communion. The moſt virtu- 
ous conduct will be held out as the moſt dan- 
gerous, by acting under a maſk, aſſumed upon 
a principle of religion; and the ſtricteſt allegi- 
ance may be depicted as the leaſt to be confided 
in, becauſe, by poſſibility, it may be obſerved 
with a view of gaining confidence, that upon 
the principles attributed to us, ought to be be- 
trayed, and power that ought to be abuſed. 


SoPHISTRY is not logic any more than aſſer- 
tion is proof. The Catholicity of the Romiſh 
Church—one—only—univerfal—has been reli- 
ed on as firmly as if the argument were a ſyllo- 
giſm, to prove that, as every true member of 
that church muſt neceſſarily hold the doctrines 
of the church, therefore that the whole church, 
and its precepts of faith and diſcipline, are to 
be loaded with all the obloquy of private opi- 


nions; 
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nions; ſome of which have been, in many 


members of the Roman Catholic Communion, 
like that of every other, ridiculous, or evil. The 
fenſe of the whole body, and the doctrines of 
the whole church, are, by theſe means, obliged 
to bear all the abfurdities and villainies that all 
the wicked and abſurd individuals of her body 
ever broached or practiſed. Let us individually 
have all the praiſe or reproach we individually 
merit, but let our religion be judged as a reli- 
gion, and let us beſtow upon it, for its own 
fake, the applauſe or deteſtation that it may de- 
ſerve, ſo far as it diferiminates or confounds the 
boundaries of virtue and vice—ſo far as it con- 
firms or ſhakes the law of God—and fo far as it 
ſtrengthens or impairs our temporal allegiance. 
Let it ſtand on theſe grounds, and the picture 
that muſt be drawn of it will never terrify. 


IT is indeed unlucky for the enemies of truth 
that they have ſo many difficulties to encounter. 
It is charged upon the Roman Catholics that 
they are friends by principle to ſlavery, and ar- 
bitrary power.“ The reaſon aſſigned, as in 

| | truth 


It is not perhaps without ſome degree of pride that I 
ſee the Lord Biſhop of Cloyne acknowledging, that the Cor- 
ner Stone of Engliſh Liberty reſted on the ſupport of the 
Church. — That a Romiſh Church, acknowledging the ſpi- 

tual 
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truth the only reaſon poſlibly aſſignable is, that 
obedience to the legiſlative authority, whether 
monarchical, ariſtocratical, or democratical, is 
a principle of their religion. And thus we find 
that in Holland they obey the States—in France, 
the King—in England and Ireland, the laws as 
they are enacted by the King, Lords and Com- 
mons. The principle of their religion extends 
to every form of government. It is practiſed 
in Geneva, and would be practiſed in the de- 
mocracy of Athens, if Athens exiſted. Very 
true, ſays a modern diſputant. This boaſted 
obedience is the very thing I blame, inaſmuch 
as it proceeds upon a principle of ſupreme and 
uncontroulable power in the eſtabliſhed authori- 
ty, which is taught as a principle of your religi- 
on. Here a moderate antagoniſt might poſſibly 


ritual ſupremacy of the Pope as much, at leaſt, as it does 
now, ſhould be ſo nearly connected with the general free- 
dom, was perhaps more than his Lordſhip intended to con- 
cede to me, when he owned that her preſervation was the 
firſt article in Magna Charta. But I wiſh his Lordſhip bad 
ſpared me the neceſſity of reminding him of the inconſiſtency 
of charging that very church with an inſuperable regard for 


arbitrary dominion : and ſhewing freedom riſing as the pecu- 


liar offspring of the new church, like another Phanix upon 
the ruins of the old. 
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be ſatisfied to reſt with the appearance of victory. 


But moderation is ſeldom the characteriſtic of 
thoſe, who enter on this kind of warfare. And 
the next accuſation is, that this ſame religion, 
that ſo ſtrongly inculcates obedience and ſub- 
miſſion, is in England and Ireland the patroneſs 
of rebellion, and diſaffection. For there have 
been Roman Catholics in England and Ireland 


guilty of diſaffection and rebellion. It is aſto- 


niſhing to ſee in what perplexities men thus in- 


volve themſelves : and how very open to retali- 


ation a Proteſtant lays himſelf who dwells on 


- theſe inſtances. 


THhnvs, the few deſpicable Roman Catholics, 
who engaged in the gunpowder treaſon, died in 
the moſt open and undiſguiſed repentance of 
their guilt. The laſt moment of a man's life is 
the beſt touchſtone of his principles. In that 
aweful inſtant, theſe deluded people expreſſed | 
their contrition for an offence that their religion 
would not juſtify. 'The regicides, who ſuffered 
for the unparalleled murder of Charles the firſt, 


gloried, on the ſcaffold, in the part they had 
taken, 


Ir we were to trace the conduct of the Roman 
Catholics through the laſt three centuries, in 


which it has been ſo ingeniquſly diſcovered, and 
| | ſo 
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lo zcalouſly ſhewn, how dangerous a body they 
are in any ſociety, we ſhould find their 8 
to be the ſame. 5 


Bur our buſineſs now is confined to a more - 
recent period. The viſionary ſpeculations of - 


paſt ages is forgotten in the contemplation of 
preſent occurrences, and we are driven to a ne- 
_ ceflary anachroniſm, in ſtating. what the Roman 


Catholic Religion is, that we may ſhew what it 


has been. 


I BELIEve it would be a matter of little diffi- 
culty to trace the cauſe of the ſouthern riſings. 
All the kingdom is now too well acquainted 
with the diſtracted ſtate of politics in the great 
and populous county of Carke, to make the con- 
cealment or omiſſion. of it a matter of delicacy. 
It was found—or it was ſaid—on a late conteſt 
for the repreſentation of that county, that all, 
or moſt of the clergy of the eſtabliſhed church, 
voted in ſupport of what has been termed in that 
county a deſpotic faction. It has been too much 
the practice in the politics of the world to make 
religion ſubſervient to them: and it could 
ſcarcely be an unpleaſing circumſtance to tem- 
pers, ſoured by reſentment and oppoſition, to 


point the direction of a numerous body of wen 
D 2 againſt 
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againſt thoſe, who by eſpouſing one party, had 
rendered themſelves obnoxious to all the heads 
of another. It was eaſy to confirm an opinion, 


that had many proſelytes, that the Proteſtant di- 
vines were praiſing, under the ſanction of law, 


the moſt rigid extortions : extortions, which, 


allowing the law to be the ſtri& rule of right, it 
was impoſſible they could practiſe at all. A ſyſ- 
tematic and ſerious plan was cautiouſly concert- 


cad, to reduce their revenues and their conſe- 


quence. A CayTain Ricoh was ſet up as the 


arbiter of the conſtitution : obedience was ſworn 


to his regulations in open violation of the laws 
of the land, and in open defiance of all the expoſ- 
tulations and cenſures of the Roman Catholic 


clergy. We were told in our pulpits, that theſe 


oaths muſt and would be obſerved, in deſpite of 
all 'our arguments, / our threats, and our promi- 
ſes. As yet, however, there was an appear- 
ance of law, or at leaſt of chicane, in the cun- 
ning with which theſe oaths were framed, and 
the caution with which they were adminiſtered: 
and every thing was conducted with great ap- 
pearance of reſpect for the ecclęſiaſtical eftabliſh- 
ment, and a diſtike only of the abuſes, that were 


practiſed in collecting the church revenues. But 
the inſtant it was found that the Roman Catholic 
clergy were taking an active part in ſuppreſſing 


| thoſe 
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thoſe unhappy diſorders, open war was declar- 
ed againſt all ecelgſiaſtical e/tabliſhments, The 
narrow bounds already preſcribed to the claims 
of the Roman Catholic clergy were narrowed 
ſtill more, and thoſe, who already found but a 
bare ſubſiſtence, were now told that they muſt 
be ſatisfted witINeſs. | | 


WHrzN the firſt troubles 'broke out in the 
ſouth, the moſt active exertions in their power 


were uſed by the Roman Catholic clergy to 
bring back their deluded flock to a ſenſe of duty, 


order and obedience. We exhorted them in 


the name of our religion—we threatened with 
the fear: of puniſhment, from that Almighty, 
whom their wickedneſs might provoke—we ar- 
gued upon the impolicy—and pointed out the 
ingratitude, of irritating a legiſlature, whoſe 
power to depreſs us, had been ſo manifeſtly 
evinced, in the very privileges it had opened to 
us. While we were confined in our efforts to 
exhortations, prayer, and entreaty, we ſuffered 
only contempt and ridicule. But, when the ac- 
tive loyalty of ſome of our members engaged 
in a more public and pointed way to puniſh ir- 
regularities, that we could not check—ridicule 
and contempt were no longer our portion. Per- 
ſonal inſults were offered in thc moſt open and 

_unwar- 
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unwartantable manner; our religion itſelf was 
treated with contumely, and its ſervice obſtruQ. 
ed with violence. The lower order of people, 
infatuated with the ſpirit of Right-boyiſm, coup- 
ied what they termed the cxadtions of their own 
clergy, with what they had termed the extortions 
of the clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church : for ex- 
action and extortion were the only terms that 
they now would uſe. The tithing table was ac- 
companied by a regulation of fees to be paid to 
the Romiſh Clergyman ; and it was made a com- 
mon cauſe to direct all the enmity of an incenſed 
rabble againſt the eccle/ia/tics of both eſtabliſh- 
ments, as leagued for the annihilation of the 
common liberties and privileges of human nature, 
From the moment Lord Dunboyne, the titular 
Biſhop of Corke, and his Vicar-General, ſubſcri- 
bed their names among a number of other gentle. 
men (moſtly Proteſtants,) for the ſuppreſſion of 
riot and inſſirrection, they and their clergy were 
involved in all the common calamities, that have 
alike extended to the eſtabliſhed clergy of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and the clergy of the Romiſh. 
Inſtances did moſt undoubtedly happen of out- 
rage and violence, againſt ſome of the eftabliſh- 
ed clergy. I allow it; but it would only have 


been jultice, when the grievous fatuation of the 


perfecuted clergy called forth ſuch lamentations, 


as 


4 


as we have heard for the tribulations and dan- 
gers of the eſtabliſhed church, to acknowledge 
how much, and how ſenſibly, the clergy of the 
Roman Catholic Religion had ſhared in thoſe 
perſecutions. : 


I believe as true a general deſcription of the 
Roman Catholic Clergy, as can be drawn in 
a few words, will appear in the following ex- 
tract of a letter I received laſt October from 
Doctor Conway, the (titular) Biſhop of Lime- 
ric. 


—— — 


Extract of a Letter from Doctor Conway, Titular 
Biſhop of Limeric, October 31/2, 1786, 


To DocTor BUTLER. > 


« I is impoſlible the Prieſts can 
live, as thoſe deluded people, (the Right 
Boys,) tenaciouſly adhere to their oaths, 
and will give them no more than what Cap- 
* tain Right allows—Being informed that they 
e intended to ſhut up one of the Chapels with- 
in a couple miles of this City, I went there 
« in 
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< in perſon laſt Sunday, and after preaching to 
© them for above two hours, ſome of them had 
e the impudence to tell me, they would not 
ce break their oaths, upon which I left them 
< with indignation, and forbade the Prieſt to 
© admit them to ſacrament. Being thus refuſed, 
they will give nothing to the pariſh Prieſts, 
either at Chriſtmas or Eaſter, but let what 
« will happen, ſacraments are not to be pro- 
* phaned. Many of my clergy cannot pay me 
“ my proxy*, and ſtill it is the caſe though ſome 
e of them have the moſt conſiderable pariſhes 
*in my dioceſe,” 


It is really unbecoming and ungenerous 
when there are ſuch numbers of inſtances, in 
which the pariſh Prieſts have been treated with 
direct inſult and violence, to recapitulate, with 
all the pomp in which they are diſplayed, a few 
examples of popular fury practiſed againſt ſome 
divines of the eſtabliſhed church, and to paſs 
over the ſufferings of the Catholic Clergy, as if 
they were leagued with the inſurgents for the 
ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed religion. 


Doctor Mac Mahon, titular Biſhop of Killa- 
loc, when preaching at the chapel of Caſtle- 


a A [mall annual 3 of che inferior clergy, 
do the ritular Biſhops, 


Connel,, 


1 


Connel, againſt the irregular conduct of the 
lower order of his communion, was violently 
interrupted, and told, that, if he confined him- 
ſelf to religion and morality, he ſhould be heard ; 
but that he muſt not ſay any thing againſt Cap- 


| tain Right, or the oaths taken for obſerving his 


would make him venerable, for he was above 


regulations, 
Doctor GL zesoN, a man whoſe years alone 


ſeventy, was forcibly dragged from his reſt at 
dead of night; his houſe ranſacked and plun- 
dered of every thing worth taking away; and 
after all the wantonneſs of inſult and depredation 
had been practiſed upon him,—the Right 
Boys—thoſe very Right Boys, who are charged 
by the Lord Biſhop of Cloyne's friend, Theo- 
philus—(a thing, that nothing leſs than the pa- 
tronage of a Biſhop could dignify with a claim 
to notice,) with a deſign, on religious princi- 
ples, to transfer by force tythes from the Pro- 
teſtant to the Romiſh Clergy ;—thoſe very 
Right Boys, who are charged with only acting 
up to the Tenets of their religion took the very 
bed from under the Miniſter of that religion, 
after they had deſpoiled him of 1 particle 
of property he poſſeſſed. 
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Mz. Muze, Pariſh Prieſt of Glanmire, 
was dragged from his bed at midnight, and 
obliged to ſwear to abide by Captain Right's 
rules, and not to ſay any thing againſt them. 


Two Pariſh Prieſts in the dioceſe of Corke were 
forced, from the unparalleled ſeverities they 
ſuffered, to reſign their pariſhes to Lord Dun- 
boyne, Titular Biſhop of that dioceſe. 


DocTor D'Arcy, Pariſh Prieſt in the neigh- 
bourhood of Nine-mile Houſe, was publicly 
aſſaulted at the altar, while officiating, becauſe 
he refiſted the progreſs of theſe infatuated dif- 
turbers. 


Docrox NuckN r, Pariſh Prieſt of Leamlara, 
was attacked at night by an armed mob, who 
fired upon him in his houſe, which he was de- 
fending againſt them; and he eſcaped from 
their fury only by the ſpirited reſiſtance of him- 
ſelf, his father, and ſervant. | 


Ix ſhort, inſtances without number might be 
turniſhed of the moſt violent outrages offered to 
Roman Catholic Clergymen ; and I particula- 


rize the few above mentioned, only to make 
the proof of my aſſertion the more indiſputable. 


A Cuurcnu 


„ 


A Cnhunxch was nailed up. The authority 
from whom this comes is too high to be diſpu- 
ted, A church has been nailed up—and fifty 
chapels have been nailed up and blockaded— 
the chapel of Cloghroe, in the dioceſe of Cloyne 
—the chapel Boerlane, in the dioceſe of Caſh- 
el—the chapel of Donohil, in the ſame diſtri& 
-—the chapels of Carrickeene and Monchoyne, 


in the dioceſe of Oſſory have been nailed up, 
and their prieſts treated with the utmoſt indig- 


nity ; and if this work were intended to excite 
pity, or to inflict retaliation, it could be ſpun 
to a folio, by the mere recital of thoſe outrages, 
which have been ſo anxiouſly deſcribed, as con- 
fined merely to the perſons of Proteſtant Clergy, 
and the Proteſtant Churches. 


Wren it was urged, that the inſurrection in 
the South was a mere Popi/h inſurrection, for 


the purpoſe of overturning the Proteſtant religi- 


on, I ſhall in delicacy ſuppoſe it was urged in- 
advertently ; for men, even when moſt diſpo- 
ſed, do not in general voluntarily run the ha- 
zard of ſuch detections as this, and others, that 
are to be made at preſent. When the inactivity 
of the Proteſtant magiſtracy was thought to be 
ſo flagrant as to merit the animadverſions of the 
Lord Biſhop of Cloyne, and the indifference of 

E 2 the 


— 8 ** 


( 28 ) 


the Proteſtant gentry ſo much alarmed his Lord- 
ſhip's fear for the political conſtitution of this 
country, it was a Roman Catholic Nobleman, to 
whoſe humane, and yet effectual efforts, the 
County of Kerry was chiefly indebted for its 
quiet. The name of Lord Kenmare; a name 
that has been honoured with his ſovereign's 
warmeſt acknowledgments, and is already ſo 
highly and properly eſtimated by the world at 
large, can derive little new luſtre from any ob- 
ſervations of mine: but it may be worth obſerv- 
ing, that this very nobleman, ſo active in en- 
forcing obedience to a Proteſtant government, 
has been obliged by the policy of that very go- 
vernment to forego all the advantages that a 
noble patrimony, a moſt liberal edncation, ex- 


tenſive connections, and an hereditary claim to 


ſit in one of the firſt aſſemblies of the world af- 
forded him, becauſe he would not ſacrifice the Je- 
nets of his religion by turning Protc/tant. 


IT has been ſaid, too, with great emphaſis, 
Papiſts are diſarming Proteſtants to ſubvert the 
government. I can tell his Lordſhip of Cloyne, 
that Papiſts (as he is pleaſed to call them) diſ- 
armed Papiſts at the ſame time, though I deny 
that it was to ſubvert the conſtitution. The 
only inſtance of capital puniſhment inflicted laſt 
aſſizes, in the County of Tipperary, for any of- 
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fence, in the nature of Right-boyiſm, was that 
of OfFlaherty, who, was hanged for aſſaulting, 
diſarming, and firing on Mr. Mannin, a Roman 
Catholic gentleman, who, acting up to the Te- 
nets of his religion, endeavoured to oppoſe the 
progreſs of theſe diſturbances : And the only in- 
ſtance of public, avowed, unequivocal ſancti- 
on, given to the principles of the Right Boys, 
or their regulations in that county, was on the 
part of a Prote/tant gentleman, who ſubſcribed 
his approbation of them in a public paper as 
© laudable reſolutions.” But his religious tenets 
are not affected by ſuch a mode of conduct, tho 
a Roman Catholic, in ſimilar circumſtances would, 
| dare ſay, afford matter for comments, and 
ſtrictures, and obſervations, out of number. 


I can alſo tell his Lordſhip of Cloyne, that 
a clergyman of the church of Rome, alluded 
to in Doctor O Leary's Defence, went ſo far, as 
to inform the magiſtracy of the Right Boys in- 
tention to ſwear his pariſh, and occaſioned the 
army to be brought for the preſervation of 


agauiet. 


WHen the ſpirit of Right-boyiſm was diffuſing 
itſelf ſo widely, the Roman Catholic Prelates 
had but one method of checking it; by ſhewing 
to the common people, that the oaths they had 

taken 


* 

taken were contrary to all morality and reli- 
gion; mala in ſe, to be repented of and to be 
broken, rather than to be obſerved. That 
gordian knot, by which the greater part of 
the Southern multitude was linked together, 
could be cut no other way, and the Roman 
Catholic Prelates of Munſter, to effect this 
deſirable purpoſe, met at Corke, the vicinity 
of the birth place of theſe inſurrections, 
and came to the regulations reſpecting our 
own clergy, and the admonition regarding 
the illegality of the riotous conduct then gene- 
rally purſued by the lower orders of people, as 
they appear in the Appendix, No, I.“ 


AFTER this open and decided conduct, in 
which it could hardly be ſuſpected, that the Ca- 
tholic Prelates would take any meaſure, ſo un- 
equivocal, that ſnould appear directly contrary 
to their religion: after they had, thus, in the 
face of the world, come forward to impreſs on 
the minds of their flock, that thoſe oaths, 
which they had taken, were in expreſs violation 
of their religious duty; it could ſcarcely be ſuf. 
pected that thoſe very Prelates ſhould be charged 

with 
* See Appendix, No. II. for another declaration of the 
Titular Biſhops of Munſter, in May 1784, recommending, 


in the ſtrongeſt terms, peacefulneſs and obedience to the very 
government, that it is ſaid they aim to overturn. | 


1 


with binding themſelves by oath to a conduct 
equally unjuſtifiable. A more certain method 
could not indeed be purſued, to render the Ca- 
tholic Clergy, and particularly the Catholic. 
Prelates, obje&s of contempt with the People. 
What could a man, arguing upon the Biſhop of 
Cloyne's premiſſes, ſay, but that the very oath, 
againſt whoſe impiety and illegality we exclaimed, 
was but the extenſion, to particulars, of that very 
oath, that ourſelves had taken in that moſt awe- 
ful moment of our Epiſcopal conſecration ? that, 
conſequently, if they incurred guilt by taking 
their oath, we had been equally guilty in tak- 
ing ours : And, that if our oath were lawful, we 
then were guilty of perjury in not obſerving it 
ſtrictly. To ſtate the oath taken at our conſe- 
cration to be diametrically oppoſite to our oaths 
of allegiance, and involve us in cither way in all 
the guilt of perjury. We took an oath to pre- 
ſerve and encreaſe the royalties of Saint Peter: 
Nothing more was to be done than to affert that 
thoſe royalties meant temporal royalties, and 
that our ſecond oath (of allegiance to the King, 
denying any temporal power in the Pope) was in 
open violation of the firſt, by which we bound 
ourſelves to the Pope. Nothing more was to be 
done than to aſſert that © perſequar et impugnabo' 
meant bloody perſecution by fire and ſword, 
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and to urge the civil obedience of the Roman 


Catholics to heterodox powers, as at beſt but a 
- meritorious perjury. 


Tuis method of painting the Roman Catholic 
Prelates as perjurers, and the oaths of Roman 
Catholics as nugatory, ought yet to be adopted 
with great caution in a country that contains ſo 
many witnefles of Catholic ſincerity. If we 
will not truſt for men's ſincerity to their profeſſi- 
ons, let us compare theſe with their conduct. 
When, under Queen Elizabeth, many convict- 
ed clergymen of the Roman Catholic communi- 
on were offered pardon, if they would acknow- 
ledge her ſupremacy, they rejected the bribe of 
life, when propoſed as a reward for the violation 
of their faith and integrity. In modern times, 
their ſteadineſs has been no leſs remarkable. 
The charms of a fortune and independence are 
great to a poor man in neceſſity. The ſocial al- 
lurements of the marriage ſtate are captivating 
to a man, deprived, by the diſcipline of his reli- 
gion, of all its aſſiſtance and its comforts. The 
certainty of an eſtabliſhment, ſupported by 
law, might be a ſtrong inducement to make 
many waver in a belief, which reduces them to 
a dependence upon contributions, that they can- 
not enforce by the aid of the ſecular arm. That 
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fincerity muſt ſurely be not ſo flexible and acco- 
momodating, as the world is taught to believe, 
which overcomes all the diſcouragements of auſ- 
terity, ſolitude, obedience, and poverty, and 
reſiſts all the temptations of eaſe, affluence, and 
the higheſt enjoyments of ſotial life. Look at 
the circumſtances .of 'a Popiſh Prieſt, in gene- 
ral incumbered with a vaſt weight of duty 
through a very extended circle, waſte, pethaps, 
and uncivilized : dependent for his ſupport 
upon the offerings of a flock, whom he is of- 
ten obliged to goad by the unwelcome pricks 
of conſcience, rather than to ſeduce by blan- 
-diſhments, or ſecure by connivance : deriving, 
in many places, little more from their oblations, 
than twenty pounds a year. Compare his ſituation 
with that of a clergyman of the eſtabliſhed 
church, into which body he can be at any time 
admitted by reading a recantation, (a thing ea- 
fily done with the advantage of mental reſer- 
vation), and by doing which he would be pla- 
ced in a certain independence of at leaſt 40l. a 
year, with in general but a very narrow circle, 
and but a light burden of duty, in the diſcharge 
of which he ſhould have no temporal induce- 
ment to connive at tranſgreſſions. And if under 
theſe circumſtances we find the inſtances of re- 
cantation to be ſo very few, that the ſmall pro- 
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greſs of converſion is complained of even by 
the Proteſtant divines, who are armed with all 
the temptations I have recounted—if in this ſmall 
number not one is to. be found to proceed upon 
a principle of duplicity juſtifiable by religion— 
if, in the clergy of the Roman Catholic commu- 
nion, we find exemplary morals, and inſtruc- 
tion ſtrictly religious, ſurely charges of ſyſtema- 
tic inſincerity appear to come with a very bad 
grace. | 


Taz political ſincerity of the Catholics, one 
would imagine, ought to have appeared in pret- 
ty evident colours from their inviolate allegi- 
ance, for ſo many years, to the declining and 
fallen houfe of Stuart. Men, who had perſe- 


'vered, under the ſufferance of all thoſe evils, 


that obſtinate honeſty could bring upon them, 
in their fidelity to the family, to which they 
thought the power of the crown adhered, gave 
very favourable grounds to think, that their 
preſent allegiance to the Houſe of Hanover, in 


which they now acknowledge the right of the 


crown to be veſted, would be equally perma- 
nent and unalterable ; and, indeed, nothing 
but a conviction of the perpetual concluſion of 
ſuch an oath as the teſt, (ariſing certainly from a 
conſcientious obſervance of the obligation) could 
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have made them heſitate a moment about taking 
it. 


Ir is complained that there are few converts 
to Proteſtantiſm, with as much eaſe as though 
the complaint were not uttered by a chriſtian. 
The Roman Catholic religion. holds its ground 
againſt all the allurements of power and intereſt : 
She held her ground againſt all the attacks of for- 
feitures and penalties. The chriſtian religion 
gained ground on the Pagan worſhip that enfor- 
ced its verity by penalties likewiſe. It fought 
with ſucceſs againſt puniſhments and tortures, 
and it aroſe triumphant above all the temptations 
of intereſt. But truth is very alluring with man- 
kind, and when ſhe ſpeaks in the language 
of diſtreſs, ſufferance, and calumniated inno- 
cence, her voice is faſcinating. 


Bur we are digreſſing. Let us purſue the con- 
duct of the Roman Catholic Clergy, acting up 
to the Tenets of their religion, during the remain- 
der of the diſturbances. 


Ir was in the midſt of theſe unfortunate trou- 
bles, that a deſperate Maniac aim ed a blow at 
the life of our - ſovereign. The cry againſt 
Popery had, however, not yet been loud enough 
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to dignify an attempt that might vie, in point 
of reſpectability, with the narrative of Danger- 
feldt, with the name of a Popiſh plot, or to 
charge the body of the Roman Catholics with 
ſetting up a female candidate for the ſceptre of 
Great Britain: and Margaret Nicholſon is, to 


this hour, I believe, a living witneſs that no 


Popiſh miflionary whetted the blade that was, to 


ſtab our ſovereign. 


Bur the moment, when ſo daring a piece of 
fanaticiſm was but immediately paſt, was not 
ſuited to ſuch reflections as theſe. The firſt 
thought, that entered our minds, was a pious 
gratitude to the Almighty, by whoſe all-wiſe and 
powerful linterpoſition the world was yet to look 
up to an example, ſet ſo eminently and worthily 
before mankind, of all that is generous and be- 
nevolent in human nature. The Roman Ca- 
tholics—thoſe very Roman Catholics, who are 
charged with holding that it would be lawful 


ſor them to plunge the dagger into the boſom 
of their ſovereign, becauſe he profeſſes a differ- 


ent religion from their own,—thoſe very Ro- 


man Catholics, who are thereby accuſed of hold- 


ing every principle of rebellion, ready to ſhew it- 
ſelf on the firſt opportunity—thoſe very Roman 
Catholics, who are ſtamped. with the black cha- 

racter 
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rater of perſecution, by fire and ſword, of 
what they may eſteem hereſy—threw themſelves 
at the feet of their monarch—a monarch, whoſe 
religion is upon their 'principles, certainly 
not orthodox—a monarch, who ſtands upon the 
very eminence of proteſtantiſm full in the teeth 
of the Court of Rome—and, with a warmth not 
eaſily feigned, popred out their exultations at 
his eſcape ; and with a fervency not eaſily coun- 
terfeited, offered their prayers for his preſerva· 

tionꝰ. b 

FrzLIN , as the Roman Catholics did, the 

integrity of their intentions, ſo much injured 
by thoſe foul and falſe aſperſions thrown upon 
them, they could not look, without aſtoniſh- 
ment at the unwarrantable extent, to which it 
was propoſed that they ſhould be puniſhed—in- 
decd little ſhort of the extermination of their re- 
ligion. Impreſſed with that confidence, that 
originates, and can originate only from conſci- 
ous rectitude, they appealed to the juſtice and 
wildom of the Houſe of Commons, in behalf of 
their open, upright, and decided conduct, 
(fee Appendix, No. 41.) But their appeal was 
rendered unneceſſary; for that honourable 


See Appendix, No. 3, 
body 
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body had already thrown out thoſe objectiona- 

ble clauſes, which would have given to the riot 

bill a character of perſecution, little ſuited to 

the liberality, with which the legiſlature has al- 
ready treated the Roman Catholic body. 


AnD if it be, as it poſlibly may be alked, 
why then ſhould we now keep up the ball by 
continuing to refute thoſe calumnies, that have 
been, in this inſtance, as ineffectual as they are 
falſe? It was by no means intended that the 
miſchief deſigned to us ſhould reſt there : the 
aſſiduity with which the © Preſent ſtate of the 
church of Ireland” has been diſperſed through- 
out Great Britain, and poſſibly to other coun- 
tries, was not merely to effect the ſecurity of 
the Proteſtant religion. Or at leaſt, if I may 
borrow a mode of reaſoning from its Right Re- 
verend author, it is not merely calculated for 
that purpoſe; but to paint the Roman Catho- 
lics as unworthy from the Tenets of their religi- 
on of protection under any government. Hither- 
to, like Francis the firſt after the battle of Pavia, 
we might exclaim “ all is loſt but our honour :” 
that ſmall remnant, preſerved amidſt the gene- 
ral ruin of all our fortunes was now to be wreſt- 
ed from us. Like the treacherous inducements 
of thoſe cruel plunderers, that hold out falſe 
| | lights, 
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lights, when ſome ſtorm-beaten wreck wiſhes at 
laſt to gain a creek of ſafety, lights were ſhewn 
to us, bright and alluring : Beacons were erect- 
ed to call: us from the pathleſs waſte, to a ſafe 
harbour of honourable ſecurity, and certain 
protection. But the lights were deluſive, and 
the harbour was beſet with ſo many rocks and 
ſhallows, that it was but © confuſion worſe 
confounded” to enter it. Short ſpeedy ruin 
threatened us abroad : Long lingering torments 
awaited us within, Thus, while we ſtood aloof, 
and refuſed to take the oaths of allegiance, that 
militated with all our principles of religion, we 
were buffeted and beaten by every tempeſt of 
penalty, incapacity and deprivation. When an 
oath was framed, confiſtent with our religious Te- 
nets and we took refuge under it; when our beha- 
viour for many years ſpoke the ſyſtem of peace- 
fulneſs, that our affurance had promiſed; a 

conſecration oath, taken merely as to ſpiritual 
ties, is tortured and perverted to prove that we 
are perjured. 


0 
SECTION IL 


A Retroſpeft of the Roman Catholic conduct 
for many years, antecedent tb the late trous 
 bles ; and their decided adoption of the 7. 72 
Oath, as Strictly conſonant to their Religi- 


I T is very dangerous to have conſtant re- 
courſe to an imputed principle, to fix a com- 
plexion on every action of man. The human 
mind is too variable and inconſtant: the chords 
by which it is moved, are too numerous and 
diverſe, to act always ſyſtematically. While 
avarice, ambition, diſcontent, reſentment, the 
temptations of power, and the enchantments of 
ſuperiority, are main- ſprings of human conduct; 
as much, at leaſt, as honour, diſintereſtedneſs, 
charity, honeſty in rags, or the bleſſings of mat- 
tyrdom, pure religion will be found, among 
the generality of mankind, to give but a ſmall 
addition of force, in the conteſts for power, 
or the controverſies in matters either of faith or 
opinion. 


Ir 
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Ir is however an uſeful weapon for a bad 
cauſe. It pre- engages one's wiſhes againſt a 
man or his principles, when we fill the mind 
with ſuch inſinuations, as have uſually been 
employed againſt the Roman Catholic doctrines. 


It is upon this principle that we have been 


charged with a ſyſtematic aptitude for arbitrary 
dominion, Liberty is the firſt bleſſing of man; 
and it was therefore a cunning—y will not fay a 
wiſe, an honeſt, or an honourable method of arm- 
ing one body of people with prejudices againſt 
another. He, who is willing to be a ſlave him- 
ſelf, will naturally conſpire againſt the freedom 
of his neighbour, It was upon the ſame prin- - 
ciple, of pre-engaging the hatred of mankind, 
that the Roman Catholic Religion was loaded 
with 'all the odium of a cold blood, unrelenting, 
ſpirit of perſecution by fire and ſword, and that 
all the force of exaggeration is employed to 
make the perſequar et impugnabo” of the 
Romiſh Biſhop's conſecration oath, appear with 
all the terrific appendages of faggots, and gib- 
bets, and graves, and furze-buſhes.— Why mo- 
dern murders and cropping of ears—barbarities 
that no chriſtian ſe& could ever juſtify, - and 
committed with ſo many circumſtances of irre- 
gularity and indiſcrimination, that no ſyſtem of 
perſecution, however bloody, could dictate 
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them—ate coupled with a harmleſs profeſſion 


of zeal for the propagation of religion, to paint 


the Romiſh Biſhops as the moſt flagitious of 
all human beings. 


Bur it is not by thoſe mifrepreſentations, that 
are uſed to the preſent generation of men, that | 
ſhould be ſufficiently excited, to contribute in 
increaſing that gloom of bigotry and religious 
rancour, that threatened to overſhadow the 
bright gleam of patriotiſm and liberality, in 
which we ſaw charity and confidence gladden 
every countenance; rather ſhould I have re- 
mained a ſilent and ſolitary ſufferer from the 
affeQing proſpect, than, in any wiſe, continue, 


by oppoſing, accuſations, which every man's 


own ſenſe would ſoon refute. The means, 
however, uſed to rivet thoſe impreſſions on the 
tender minds of the infant generation, alter 
thoſe diſpoſitions—when, inſtead of a ſyſtem of 
moral and religious duty—inſtead of the pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, and the examples of ſcrip- 
ture to eſtabliſh principles of virtue and religion 
—fo large a number of perſons, as the children 
brought up in the Engliſh Proteſtant ſchools in 
Ireland, are confined in their catechiſms, which 
bave been compiled by the directions of that 


very learned and reſpectable body, the incor- 


porated 
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* porated ſociety,” to an enquiry into the abs» 
minations and horrors of the Popiſh religion 
when the very foundation, on which their in- 
formation is built, is falſe and erroneous, tend- 
ing to impreſs them, in the moſt critical mo- 
ment of life, with the vileſt ſuſpicions againſt 
the whole Roman Catholic world -when this 
ſyſtem, which has jbeen practiſed at leaſt for 
eleven years back, is relied on nov to juſtify 
and confirm a Right Reverend Prelate's charges 
on the Catholic Tenets, and the aſſertions in 
his pamphlet are no more than a repetition of 
thoſe in that catheciſm—it is ſurely not unchari- 
table to think, that the preſent inſinuations 
againſt the Roman Catholics are thrown out 
with other defigns, that the mere preſervation of 
the eſtabliſhed church. | 


Wurm in the year 1776, ſo ſoon after the 
teſt-oath had been offered by the legiſlature to 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland, I ſaw this 
frightful picture exhibited of the Roman Ca- 
tholics, notwithſtanding all our moſt earneſt 
endeavours to diſown and diſclaim the reſem- 
blance, it was natural for me to conclude that 
the republication of the catechiſm, at the very 
eritical moment when it appeared, was deſigned 
o undermine, imperceptibly, all the liberal 
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plan the Iriſh legiſlature, in its ſuperior witdom 
and benevolence, had formed of ' removing all 
thoſe penal ſhackles, with which diſtruſt and 
prejudice had loaded the Roman Catholics, 
during the uncontrouled ſway of party ſpirit and 
illiberality, as ſoon as the Roman Catholics by 
taking the teſt, as propoſed by Parliament, 
ſhould have removed all apprehenfions of their 
loyalty to their King, and attachment to their 
country. It could not well indeed be conſider- 
ed in any other light, than as an index, to hand 
down to future ages the oath of allegiance, that 
the Roman Catholics had taken, as a al 
monument of Popiſh perjury. 63 vi 


Unvpztr theſe impreſſions of a long and well 
concerted plan againſt the character and the li- 
beration of the Roman Catholic body ; when 
the growing race of Proteſtants had been ſſo ſe- 
dulouſly taught, that the pillars of the Roman 
Catholic religion were © a juſtifiable violation of 
<« faith with heretics,” and © a power in the Pope 
to give a licence for regicide”', to thoſe who ſhould 
be ſubje& to a temporal ſovereign of the Proteſ- 
tant religion—came forth © the Preſent ſtate. of 
e the*church of Ireland,” ſounding the alarm, 
and ſpcałing out, to help all the hort: ſigbted 
friends of the eſtabliſhed church to /ze imagina- 
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ry dangers and avert viſionary evils. The ſame 
Diſſenters and Catholics who had, in times of 


turbulence, ſtood in the ſame rank with their 


Proteſtant neighbours, in ſupport of the laws 
and the conſtitution, were now to be delinea- 
ted as the only enemies to the government of the 
country. 43 


I Har all my life, ſince I came to preſide in 
my preſent ſtation, anxiouſly taught the tenets of 
my religion. I found them conſiſtent with my 
loyalty. I took the oath of allegiance to my 
prince, and found it a tenet of my religion to 
obſerve it inyiolate. I had in that moſt awful 
moment to me, the time of my conſecration, 
taken that oath, which is preſcribed to every 
Catholic biſhop, and found, that, compared with 
my other obligations, it involved neither per- 
plexity nor perjury. Could I then hear it ſaid, 
that a good and honeſt man of my religion muſt, 
therefore, be better than his tenets? Could 1 
hear it aſſerted, that the teſt of allegiance was 
conſidered by me as malum in ſe, bad in its very 
nature—and that I conſidered © the guilt of ta- 
_ © king it would be enereaſed by the guilt of keep- 
© ing it?“ Could I ſee my conſecration oath 
painted with the higheſt colouring as ſubverſive 
of all allegiance, and neceflarily obliging me to 

a ſyſtem 
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a ſyſtem of perſecution by fire and ſword, from 
which I could be reſtrained only by penalties 
and incapacities? without concluding that the 
accuſations, noꝛo brought publicly forward by 
the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Cloyne, 
to terrify the grown generation, was only a branch 
of that ſyſtem, which had been adopted in the 
inſtruction of the riſing one? 


Trar the methods, uſed to render the Ro- 
man Catholic Religion obnoxious, were not 
always very amiable, is what her moſt zealous 
enemies will not deny. This has been the mis- 
fortune of many communions, and it is from 
hence that all or moſt of the controverſies have 
ariſen, that have perplexed the world, between 
the practices of men, and the diQates of religi- 
on. But in the meaſure, which I have hinted, 
there ſeems to have been ſomething of ſo dark 
and unfathomable a policy, that really nothing 
leſs than our preſent very delicate ſituation 
ſhould force me to expoſe it to the light. Jea- 
lous as was the eye, with which I knew the con- 
duct of my communion, notwithſtanding all its 
exemplary conſiſtency of obedience, was {till 
viewed by other non-conformiſts ; cautious as 
I knew the legiſlature might poſſibly be, of of- 
fending one great body of ſubjects, merely to 
| £ 40 
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do another juſtice—and irritable as I expected 
men's minds might be rendered by the expoſure 
of manifeſt miſ-repreſentation; I thought in 
delicacy, humanity, and prudence, that it would 
have been better to leave, in obſcurity, truths 
that would poſſibly do ſome miſchief, than to 
drag them into public notice where they could 
do little good. It was an unwilling duty, that 
threatened to bring back that melancholy gloom 
.of mutual diſtruſt and reſentment, on counte- 
nances, that the revived chearfulneſs of confi- 
dence and friendſhip had compoſed and ſerened: 
It was an unpleaſant office, to wither in its firſt 
bloom that chearing bloſſom» of benevolence, 
that promiſed to ſhed its influence over ſociety, 
and unite in one great ſtem all the jarring diffe- 
rences of religion. Such however are the con- 
ſequences, that human prudence could not help 
foreſeeing, from the miſrepreſentations, held 
out to the world, of the Roman Catholic tenets. 
Let us try, upon other principles, how far a 
compariſon of theſe tenets with the charges 
brought againſt them may help to cloſe the 
breach, that it has been ſo induſtriouſly at- 
tempted to make, upon religious principles, 
between the Catholics and Proteſtants, Let us 
compare that creed which is taught, and that, 
which is imputed;:: The reſpective characters of 
| the 
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the Proteſtant and Catholic catechiſms will beſt 
appear in the compariſon. : 


I xx the catechiſm, taught in the Engliſh Pro- 
teſtant Schools, at leaſt from the year 1776 to this 
_ are the —y queſtions and anſwers : / 


2. In what manner do the Papiſts treat t thoſe 
whom __ call Heretics ? | 


A. Thx hold that faith is not to be kept with 
Heretics ; but that they ſhould be perſecuted 
and deſtroyed; and that the Pope can abſolve 
ſubjets from their allegiance to Proteſtant 
pri | 


9. How have Papiſts been euilty in this | 
cee | 


A. Ir is well known that liberty of conſci- 
ence is denied in all Popiſh countries, and, 
that, wherever Popery prevails, they endeavour 
to root out all that differ from them by fire and 
iword. | 


AND yet we find that in France, which is a 
Popiſh country, Marſhal Turenne and Count 
Saxe, both Proteſtants, were allowed liberty of 

| con» 
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conſcience, and fought with it in the [ſervice of 
the French Monarchy, more to the honour, of 
that crown than any ſoldiers. of their time: 
the finances of France, in a later day, flouriſh» 
ed under M. Necker, a Calviniſt, and the 
Kings of France have thought it neither un- 
ſafe, nor impolitic, to eſtabliſh an order of mi- 
litary diſtinction for Proteſtants, in their very 
palace. Thoſe Proteſtants who have returned, 
without ſuffering, from the Inquiſition in Italy, 
Spain, and Portugal, will bear teſtimony to the 
falſehood of the aſſertion, that Proteſtants are 
extermingted there by fire dae 


WHEN however this dodirine is once taught; 
the next query of the Prateſtant Catechiſm is 
natural enough. | 


2. Wat then do you think a a 0 
that commands and countenances Wed ptac- 
tices? ? | 


4. Ir ü is, in this 1 res not only contrary 
a true religion, but muſt be abhotred by all 
good men. 


Burr the fact is, and we defy it to be contra- 
dicted, that the Roman Catholics are ſo far 
"i from 


(„„ 
from teaching their children thoſe doctrines, re- 
preſented to be their tenets, by the Proteſtant 
Catechiſm, of petfecuting and deftroying all 
who differ from them in religion, that the prin- 
ciples, laid down in the Roman Catholic Cate- 
chiſm, are diametrically oppoſite to ſuch inhu- 
man and unchriſtian maxims; as every one, I 
am convinced, will allow, who reads it, and 
will acknowledge, that we cannot ſhew more 
ſolicitude than we do, to avails ourſelves, in the 
very ſpring time of reaſon, to ſow in our chil- 
dren's hearts, while ſoft to every impreſſion, 
thoſe true ſentiments of chriſtian” benevolence 
to all matikind, Jew or Greek, Catholic or not 
Catholic, which, when carefully cultivated as 
they grow up, by inſtruction, watered by the 
dew of heavenly grace, and watmed by the 
ſunſhine of divine love, muſt, in the very win- 
ter of their years, produce fruits the moſt con- 
ducive to God's glory, and the good of ſociety. 
But we ſhall let the catechiſins ſpeak for them- 
ſelves. They are the rudiments of religion, 


and from them can the true tenets of religion 
beſt be known, 


E 
In the Roman Catholic Catechiſm, leſſon 17. 
on the firſt commandment, it is aſked. 


L. 'WHarT is Charity: 
A. A'vivins virtue, by which we love God 
above all things for his own Take, and our 
3 as ourſelves, for the 78 of God. 
2. How does a prey Gn ng the love of 
* eee BT) 


4. W o or not alliting him iq 
chu os Ty neceſſitiees. 


An that our children, and nd, may ne · 
yer confine the warmth of that greateſt: of vir- 
tues, no leſs boundleſs in its extent than its du- 
ration, ſolely to the narrow limits of parents, 
friends, and thoſe of their own religion, they 
are poſitively taught that it extends to thoſe, 
who differ from them in religion : that is, to 
thoſe very Heretics, whom we are repreſented 


as obliged, by the tenets of our religion, to per- 
ſecute and deſtroy, 


H 2 I 


—— — — 


= * - — 


- FOR ene, 103 91G 


C a8 3 


In the'1$th leſſon of the Rowan Gatoli Ex: 
techiſm, it is interrogateed 2 1 


£. Wrom do you mean by. your” - neigh- 

bourt 
boy rel ow fatty vd uti Ait hf, ohh 

1. ! ALL: MANKIND, EVEN '| THOSE 
WHO INZURE: US, OR DIEFER FROM 
US IN E eta 
to 5vel aff Nene an nel r eh vo 

AND that 12 3 of thoſe great du 
ties may not paſs through che memory like thoſe 
lefſons, that are dearnt By Tote; and forgotten 
by diſuſe : The profeffiofis of Faith, Hope and 
Charity, were recommended to be daily reci- 
red as a religious duty, moſt pleaftng to Al- 
mighey God. And Benedict tlie XIVth. in his 
eneyclical letter, ſttongly recommended them to 
be repeated aloud _ ors and waer 
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indulgence can break through every tie of reli. 


gion, morality, and juſtice ? What, ſays he, is 
the end of penance * ? 


A. Taz 


* 


. 


A. Tut correction of the ſinner and the ad- 
monition of others. 


15 Is that end 0 by the practice of 


the Cy of Rome? 


A. No. Tas fluner is allowed to get ano- 


ther perſon to do the penance for him; and, 


beſides, the Pope grants indulgences, whereby 
he remits all penances, not only of fins paſt, 


but, fometimes, ſuch as ſhall be committed for 


a gteat number of years to come, or during a 
man's whole life; and theſe indulgences, which 
cannot but be conſidered as licences for — are 
ane gg ſold for r | 


Ler us, 8 compare this een n with 
the doctrine upon this very head, of that church, 
that is ſo cAumniated and falſified. 


2, (Is the Catholic Catechiſm.) What i is an 
e ? 


4. A aan of the temporal puniſh- 


ments, which often remain due to fin after the 
guilt is remitted by the ſacrament of penance. 


Q To 


. 
2. To whom are indulgentes granted ? |. 


A. To ſuch only as are in the ſtate of grace, 
and ſincerely defirous of Oy God's N. 


tice. 


2. Do . remit ſin? 


4. No. Sm muſt be nies deſore we can 
gain them, 


Tag obſervations ariſing. from both theſe ca · 
techiſms muſt occur to every man who ſees 
them, and their characters will be known as 
ſoon as their language is read. It may however 
be not unneceflary to remind the reader, how 
evidently the intention of the Proteſtant Cate- 
chiſm appears from the critical moment, taken 
to republiſh it; juſt when the legiſlature had put 
ſo much confidence in the integrity of the Ro- 
man Catholics, as to frame an unexceptionable 
oath of allegiance for them; that when we were 
no longer to be debarred from giving that pledge 
of loyalty, the aſſurance might at leaſt be de- 
pitted as nugatory and uſeleſs. Thoſe, who 
had always oppoſed the liberation of the Ro- 
man Catholics, envied an indulgence, that they 

could 
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could no longer withhold from men, whoſe 
conſtant and uninterrupted loyalty, had at laſt 
impreſſed the world with a juſt idea of their prin- 
ciples. Penalties and reſtrictions were found to 
be of no uſe in bringing over converts from a 
religion, that taught every neceſſary duty of a 
citizen. And the legiſlature, wearied of threat- 
ening ſo long in vain, aſſumed a more benignant 
aſpeQ and a milder tone, to invite the Catholics 
to that banquet of liberty that informers, and 
gibbets, and hang-men, could never perſuade 
them to viſit. Their affections were captivated, 

and they were worn by lenity to defere, what they 
could not be forced to accept. 


- HiTHERTo there had been an excluſion of the 
Roman Catholics, from all aſſurances of loyalty. 
Reaſon and Popery had ſo long been ſeparated ; 
and the faſhion had grown to ſuch an height, of 
uniting folly and the Catholic Religion, that 
common ſenſe and common honeſty had been 
held incompatible with its profeſſion. But the 
world was, at faſt, adopting other ſentiments ; 
and the legiſlature found it wife and expedient 
to grant the Roman Catholics the liberty of pro- 
miſing that allegiance, that they had ſhewn ſo 
ſtrong a determination to obſerve. An oath was 


framed for them, 2 in the opinion of that 


great 
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e 
great body, to all the neceſſary purpoſes of affut- 
ance z definite and comprehenſive. 


| Oaths are by the Roman Catholic Church 
conſidered as the moſt awful and ſolemn aſſure- 
ance; not to be lightly taken, nor eaſily diſ- 


penſed with, When, therefore, a new and ſpeci- 


fic promiſe of allegiance, coupled with a poſi- 
tive renunciation of tenets imputed * to our reli- 
gion, was propoſed to the Iriſh Catholics, they 
heſitated to conſider the nature of that engage- 
ment they were deſired to enter into, and 
the foundation of thoſe principles they were 
deſired to diſclaim. Many perſons, of very 
nice and over-ſcurpulous conſciences, heſi- 
tated on the brink of an engagement, that 
muſt pledge them for ever. And it be- 

came 


2 lt is aſtoniſhing to ſee with what avidity the moſt graund- 
leſs and ſcandalous poſitions are adopted by men, whoſe prin- 
ciples lead them to wiſh that the ſcandal were true. After 
ſtating that * the papal ſee bas always held that faith js not to 
«© be kept with heretics, and that princes excommunicated by 
the Pope, may be depoſed and murdered by their ſubjeQts ;” 
it is aſked in all the authority of Italics, ** does not aur govern- 
* ment think it neceſſary to require a declaration of abherrence of 
* the principles above flated, as known Popi/h ductrines P I an- 
ſwer NO. The legiſlature with ſomewhat more humanity, 
and I dare ſay with no leſs wiſdom, nor worſe information on 
the ſubject, than the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 
Cloyne, declared that theſe opinions were only imputed 
to us, | 


(* 

came neceſſary for the divines of the Catholic 
Communion to explain to their flock the pro- 

priety of ſuch à promiſe. That ſuch an expla- 
nation might come with the higheſt authority, 
the Parochial Clergy were inſtructed to recom- 
mend the meaſure, by the Titular Biſhops of the- 
province of Munſter. My titular ſuffragans and 
I met near Corke on the 15th of July 1775, and 
che following unanimous refolve was the reſult 
of our deliberations on the oath of allegiance, 
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| | DECLARATION. 


| m or b It Jury, 1785. 


W- thi Chicks of the Roman Catholic 

| Clergy of the province of Munſter, having 
1 met together near Corke, have unanimouſly 
agreed that the Oath of Allegiance propoſed by 
Act of Parliament anno regni Decimo tertio 
et quarto Georgii tertii Regis, contains nothing 
contrary to the principles of the Roman 2 
Religion. 


Given near Corke, this 15th of 
| July, 1785. | 


1 JAMES BUTLER, 

| DANIEL O*KEARNEY, 
JOHN BUTLER, 
MICHAEL PETER M*MAHON, 
MATTHEW M*KENNA, 
WILLIAM EGAN, 
J. MOYLAN. 
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Tas ſame principle was generally adopted 
throughout Ireland, The Roman Catholics, 
lay, and clerical, ſecular, and regular, flocked 


to give an unequivocal and decided aſſurance of 


loyalty, that it has been the uniform character 


of their religion, in the worſt of n, to 1 


cate _ TT ; 


Bort it could not be 8 that individu- 


als would be wanting, to turn even this circum- 
ſtance againſt the Roman Catholics. Their con- 
duct was pointed out as at variance with their 


principles, and the propoſition, that the men 


« were better than their Tenets, was enforced, 


tho* in other terms, to pay a /neering compli- 


ment to duplicity. In no other light can it be | 
taken. A man who profeſes and teac hes princi- 


ples adverſe to morality, and pregnant with ſuch 
miſchiefs as are attributed to the Roman Catho- 


lic Tenets, muſt be, in keeping them, a villain, 
and in their violation, while he profeſſes them 


a part of his belief, he ean be at beſt but an hy- 


pocrite in e and an apoſtate to * reli- 


Sion. 


* 


Ir involves a i that e ca- 
pacities may not always be able to reconcile, to 
aſſert that a man may be eſtimable for a virtu- 
| " "FM ous 
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ous adherence to à ſyſtem of diſſimulation, and 
treachery, of blood and perſecution. It is a 
monſtrous paradox, to ſay that he can be a 
traly good man, who holds himſelf obliged upon 
principle, to violate all the obligations of ho- 
neſty, and that lie is a ſafe ſubject, who conſi- 
ders himſelf free from all the bonds of altegi- 
ance. Such, however, have been the compli- 
ments paid to individual Roman Catholies, at 
the expence of their reaſon, and their religion. 
When, therefore, the Roman Catholics through- 
out Ireland,; under the ſanction of their clergy, 
took the oath of allegiance, a report was quickly 
circulated that the ſuperiors of that communion, 
in the province of Munſter, were all excommuni- 
cated by his Holineſs for countenancing ſuch an 
impiety. This report, circulated with great in- 
duſtry, derived ſome ſhew of plauſibility from 
foine animadverſions, that had been formerly 
written by Father Burke, the (Titular) Biſhop of 
Offory, in which he violently reprobated an oath 
of allegiance, before required of the Roman Ca- 
tholic clergy, by an act of the year 1756—7, 
for regiſtering Popiſh Prieſts, And it was not 
a little aided by the whole tenor of a book, 
written by that clergyman, entitled Hibernia 
Dorninicana, and a ſupplement thereto, pub- 


1 in the year 1772. 843 
To 
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Io eounteract any ill effects, this work might 
ever have, . on the ignorant, and ſuperficial, or 
the appearances, with which it might juſtify 


harſh infinuations againſt our fincerity, the (Ti- 


tular) Biſhops of the Province of Muaſter, aſ- 
ſembled at Thurles in July 177 5, and after ma- 
ture. deliberation, came to the following unani- 
mous reſolution, entirely diſcountenancing the 
principles of that author. L- 


DECLARATION 
3 TOR” 
TITULAR 51 


In July, 1795, 


On . of the Hibernia Doninicans. | 


A BOOK, under the Title of Hibernia Do- 
minicana, having been printed, as appears from 
its title page, in the year 1762, -and- a ſupple- 
ment thereto, publiſhed. in the year 1772, as 


appears 


—— 
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appears alſo from the title page thereof, the ge- 
neral uneaſineſs and alarm, which the ſaid book 
and ſupplement oeccaſion amongſt our people, 
have put us under the neceſſity of attentively 
examining them. We have attentively examin- 
ed them, and we think it incumbent on us to 
expreſs, in the moſt deciſive manner, and with 
all ſincerity, our entire diſapprobation of them, 
berauſe they tend to weaken and ſubvert that alle- 
giance, fidelity and ſubmiſſion, which we acknow- 
ledge ourſelves to owe from duty and from gratitude 
10 his Majeſty King George the Third—becauſe 
they are likely to diſturb the public peace and 
tranquility, by raifing unneceſſary ſcruples in 
the minds of our people, and ſowing the ſeeds. 
of diſſenſions amongſt them, in points, in which, 
they ought, both from their religion and their 
intereſt, to be firmly united. And, becauſe they 
manifeſtly tend to give an handle to thoſe, who 
differ in religicus principles from us, to impute 
to us maxims that we utterly rejeft, and that are 
by no means founded in the doctrines of the Roman 
Catholic Church. For theſe reaſons we conſider 
it as our indiſpenſible duty, not only to mani- 
feſt as we hereby do, our own ſentiments, but 
alſo to inculcate the ſame as far as in our power, 
to thoſe under our care, but particularly our 
clergy, to whom we moſt earneſtly recommend, 
| | | 1 that 


863 
that they be careful and zealous upon all occaſions, 


to inſtruct their flocks in thoſe unfeigned principles 
of allegiance, fidelity and attachment, to the per- 


fon and government of our gracious Sovereign his 


Majeſty King George the Third, which we, con- 

forming ourſelves to the doctrine F our holy church, 
and to the repeated in/trufions of the ſupreme paſ- 
lors thereof, have heretofore conſtantly enforced, and 
will always, with God's bleſſing, continue to en- 
force by our words and our example. 


| Given under our hands, in Thurles, this 
_ 28th day of July, 1775. 


JAMES BUTLER, 


JAMES KEEFFE, (Titular Biſhop of Kil- 


dare, then caſually at Thurles.) 
WILLIAM EGAN, 
F. MOYLAN, 
DAN. O*KEARNEY, 
JOHN BUTLER, 
MAT. MAC. KENNA. 
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Wurm fo much had been done at home, to- 
ward the reſtoration of peace and confidence, I 
conceived, from the active part I had hitherto 
taken, in ſhewing the connection of my religion 
with allegiance to my King, that it was my pe- 
culiar duty to ſtate to the See of Rome, my own 
and my brethrens conduct, in diſchiming every 
idea of the Papal ſupremacy in temporal and of 
reprobating, in the moſt unequivocal terms, 
thoſe other obnoxious doctrines, fo unjuſtly at- 
tributed to my religion. This I accordingly did 
in a letter, which J addreſſed te Cardinal Marc- 
fuſchi, Protector of Ireland, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy: 31% 
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Thurleſiz in Hibernia, die zomo. Sep. 1775. 
Eminentiflime Cardinalis, 


Giants ſemper nobis fuere litters 
Eminentiæ veſtræ, at nullæ unquam majorem 
voluptatem attulerunt, quam quas ultimo ab 
eminentia veſtra accepimus. Illæ nobis occa- 
ſionem diu optatam dedere noſtrum in te ſtudi- 
um at animi obſequium teſtandi, dum juvenem 
illum meritiſſimum cui nihil honorificentius con- 
tingere potuit quam a te laudari, Eminentiſſime 
Cardinalis ambabus ulnis amplectimur, interque 
ſacerdotes noſtræ dioceſis Caſſelienſis libentiſſime 
annumeramus. Dolemus quidem penes nos 
non eſſe de pinguedine terræ, æque ac de rore 
cceli, illi promittere, quodque illi meritis parere 
lortem ſperare in hiſce partibus non liceat. At 
vetat ſtatus hujus afflictæ noſtræ eccleſiæ, vetant 
modiciſſimi parochiarum noſtrarum proventus, 
quique parciores in dies et dies evadant quam- 
diu urgeri non deſinunt leges illi pœnales, 
ſub quibus a tam longo tempore gemimus. 

Sola- 
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| Thurles in 188LAND, Sept. 3oth, 177 5. 


Moft illuſtrious Cardinal, 


4 OUR Eminence's letters have been always 
moſt pleaſing to me, but none ever gave me 


more ſatis faction than the one I lately received, 


as it afforded me the long wiſhed for opportu- 
nity of proving how much I was ſincerely de- 


voted to your Eminence, by my willingneſs to 


receive among my clergy that moſt worthy 
young man, who could never be more honoured 


than by the praiſes your Eminence gives to him. . 


I am ſorry indeed, that it is not in my power to 
promiſe him as much of the fat of the land, as 
of the dew of Heaven; and that I cannot aſſure 


to him a livelihood here, equal to his merit. 


But this is what is not to be hoped for in the pre- 
| ſent afflifted ſtate of religion in Ireland; the 
revenues of each pariſh are too inconſiderable, 
and will be daily more and more ſo, as long. as 


thoſe penal laws continue in force againſt us , 


under which we have ſo long groaned. 
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Solamen quidem foret et meritum fi religionis 
cauſa talia pateremini; at non noſtræ fidei dogma- 
ta aut morum principia has in nos acuere leges, 
ſed quædam ſcholarum placita intemperantiori zælo 
nimium apud nos propalata. Hæc cum noſtra 
religione arctiſſine connecti falſo autumant 
Hæretici, et hac de cauſa eam ut Regum et 
ſabditorum tranquilitati inimicam averfantur, 
| Horreſcunt audire quod fides non fit fervanda 
hæreticis; quod reges excommunicati poſſint 
occidi a ſubditis, quod ſummus Pontifex poſſi 
illos abſolvere* ſeu diſpenſare a juramento fideli- 
| tatis 


A moment's reflection will ſhew in the moſt evident light, 
the palpable abſurdity of that ſo much boaſted aceuſation 
againſt the Catholies, that they believe à power in the Pope 
to diſpenſe fubjotts _ their allegiance * 
reigns, | 

Ir is a received principle of the Raman Catholic religion | 
that obedience to our lawful ſovereigns is as ſtrictly command- 
ed by the law of God, as the obedience to our parents ; it 
being included in the ſame commandment, No power upon 
earth can diſpenſe children from their obedience to their pa- 
rents, in all that is not contrary to the law of God, let the 
religion of the parents be what it way z ang it. is equally cer- 
tain that, in what is contrary to the law of God, the law 
of God far from enjoining obedience to parents, ſtriQly for- 
bids it : conſequently, children have no need of a diſpenſa- 
tion in order to refuſe obedience to unlawful commands, We 
are to reaſon by analogy on the obedience of ſubjeQs to their 

ſove- 
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Ir would be a ſubject of confolation to us, 
and of merit, were it on account of our religion 
that we endured - what we do from them. 
But they are not the principles of our faith, or 
morals, that have edged ſuch laws againſt us; 
but certain ſcholaſtic opinions, which, through 
too intemperate a ' zeal, have been unhappily 


ſpread amongſt us; theſe, being looked upon 


by our diſſenting brethren as a part of our creed, 
_ excite their averſion for a religion ſo inimical to 
the ſafety of kings, and tranquillity of ſubjects. 
They cannot but be alarmed to hear that faith 
is not to be kept with heretics ; that King's ex- 
communicated, can be murdered by their ſub- 
jets; that the fovereign pontiff can abſolve 
(or diſpenſe) them from their oaths of allegiance ; 


that he has even a power of diſpoſing of chriſti- 


kingdoms, And they are terrified by a religion 
which they believe fraught with ſuch principles. 


1 5 <p | Wr 
ſovereigns, Let the fovereign be of what religion he may, 


even let him be of no religion, as long as his political man- 


dates are conformable'to the political law, and not repugnant 


to the law of God, his ſubjects are bound to obedience. And 
I apprehend that no Prince, who does not aim openly, and 
decidedly, at arbſtrary power, and for the worſt purpoſes, 
will feel many apprehenſions on account of a religion, that 
| enforces obedience on ſuch terms, +» | 


n 

tatis ſervando; quod habet etiam poteſtatem 
diſponendi de regnis chriſtianis; Horreſcunt et 
religionem talibus ut credunt fretam principiis, 
Hæc ab illorum animis amovere prejudicia cupi- 
entes præſules hujuſce noſtræ Momoniæ provin- 
ciz, unanimiter et publice declaverunt formulari- 
um allegianciæ a parliamento hujus Regni editum, 
in quo præfatæ opiniones a nobis abjurari exi- 
guntur, nil continere Catholic fidei principiis 
contrarium, et conſequenter tales opiniones 
nullatenus ad fidem noſtram pertinere; faxit 
Deus ut hæc noſtra declaratio eorum aperiat 
oculos cumque perſuaſum habuerint nil ſibi a 
noſtra religione regum auRoritati aut ſubditorum 
tranquilitati timendum, eodem nos ac alios reg- 
ni hujus incolas favore proſequantur. Interim 
ut Eminentiam veſtram in bonum hujus noſtræ 
afflictiſſimæ eccleſiæ diu ſalvum et incolumem 
ſervat Deus optat precabiturque 


3 
Curdinalis Hiberniee Protector Eminentia 


veſtrz obſequentiſſimus Famulus, 


* 


JACOBUS BUTLER, &c. &c. &c. &c, 


6 


Wr, the Prelates of Munſter, deſirous of re- 
moving ſuch rejudices from their minds, did 
unanimouſiy and publickly declare that a formu- 
ry of allegiance, enacted by the parliament of 
this kingdom, in which thoſe opinions are re- 
quired to be abjured by us, contained nothing 
contrary to the principles of our belief, and, of 
courſe that ſuch opinions, by no means, be⸗ 
es to our n 


80 bunt chat this our declaration may ſerve 
to open their eyes, that when they ſhall have 


found that there is nothing feared from our reli- 


gion dangerous either to the authority of kings, 
or the ſafety of ſubjects, they may ſhew us the 


ſame favour, as they do 2 other inhabitants 
of this Aa eres 


| "E the mean time that your Eminence may 
live long for the good of this, our moſt afflicted, 
church, is the with and will be the prayer of 


| Mok illuſtrious Cardinal Protector of Ireland, 
Four Eminence's | 


Moſt obedient Servant, 
74 MES BUTL ER, Oc. TO De. 


6 72 ) 


So decided an avowal on my part; not iu a 
private or confidential manner; with no kind 
of ſecrecy : not to @ private perſon: but oſſici- 
ally and openly to the perſon whoſe peculiar ſta- 
tion it was to ſuperintend the Catholic Church 
in Ireland, would, one might imagine, be ſut- 
ficient to free us, who had ſtepped forward to 
ſhake off thoſe unworthy appearances in which 


we had been dreſſed, from any,charge of hete- 


rodoxy, and, by conſequence, would remove 
from our church and us . tenets he imputation 
of thoſe doctrines. This hope was {till further 


ſcrengthened by the anſwer of Cardinal Mare- 


fuſchi, in hie official charafter ; an entradt of 
ch ll 


Extract of a Letter from Marefauſchi, Cardinal 


_  PaateFor, and entruad with the 3 
dener of the Erclefraftical Affairs in Ireland. 


TRANSLATION 


I RECEIVED your letter of the goth of laſt 
September, which was moſt acceptable to me, 
both on account of the very great love you ſhew 

| | for 


CHI: 
for Go MOKALITY AND SOUND DOCTRINE, 
and for your humanity and goodneſs to the very 
deſerving young man A. B. whom 1 had moſt 


carneltly recommended to your friendſhip, for 
5 which kindneſs I return ROW: many thanks. 


4 


THAT no fault may be imputed to the Tranſla- 
tor, the Reader may ſee the Original | as fol- 
lous: :, 


þf 7 * 
Datum Romæ decimo quarto Novenibris, 1775. 
ing 941. <p i IT 


by : . Illutrifime et Reverendifhme Domine, = 
Pravencronr mii Litter Dominati- 
onis veſtræ IIluſtriſſimæ diei 30 - Septembris 
proxime elapſæ quæ mibi acceptiſſime fuerunt, et 


quia ſummum amorem oſtendis erga bonos mores 


et Sax AM Doc ri N Au atque ob humanitatem 
tuam et benevolentiam erga optimum virum 
A. B. quem meis officiis caritati tuæ enixe com- 


mendaveram; de qua urbanitate tua tibi debi- | 


tas gratias eee 
4 838. 4 i en i 
X L "ID 


„ 
Tr would be too abſurd to ſuppoſe, that ſo 
merkel an approbation of that, which is called 


Sana Doctrina, ſhould be beſtowed by ſuch a cha- 
racter, upon any profeſſion, iniinical to the obe- 
dience we owe e the "my See, or inconſiſtent 


with our faith. 


To 1 as much as poſſible, the ge- 
neral character of our religion; to ſhew that the 
conduct of the Iriſh Catholics, in taking the 
oath of allegiance, was not adopted on any 


ground of ſelfiſh policy, juſtified by deceit and 


diſſimulation; to prove, that the principle of 
obedience to the eſtabliſhed government was not 
peculiar to the Iriſh Catholics, and profeſſed 
merely to obtain immunities, that had been,de- 
nicd won any other -terms—T60 juſtify our re- 
ligion #gainſt the imputation of tenets, that ſhe 
diſowned. We addreſſed the Sorbonne at Pa- 
ris, to know their determination on the conſiſt- 
eney of the oath of allegiance with the princi- 
ples of our common faith. That learned body 
ſent, in conſeyuience, their deciſion, a copy 
and tranſlation-of which are in the Appendix, 
(No. 5.) juſtifying, in the moſt explicit and un- 


_ equivocal terms, the meaſures we 1 pur- 
** 


Bor, 


CG 3. 3. 


Bur, aſks his Lordſhip, the Biſhop of Cloyne, - 


who-j is the authorized voucher of the decrees of the 
Gallican Church, (and who, he would, I ſuppoſe 
aſk, is the voucher of the Sorbonne) to be ſet in 
oppaſition to the Pope's legate ? [ will ak, what 
is the opinion of Doctor Burke, in oppoſition 


to the united deciſion of all the Titular Biſhops 


of Munſter, with the ſubſequent concurrence 
of all the Iriſh Titular Prelacy, and in oppoſiti- 
on to the SUPERINTENDENT OF THE CATHOLIC | 
CHURCH in Ireland—a perſon higher in dignity, 
relatively to us, than the legate at Bruſſels ? 
And what is the opinion, imputed by the Right 
Reverend the (Proteſtant) Lord Biſhop of 
Cloyne, in oppoſition to the poſitive and well 
known doctrines of the whole body of (Titular) 
Biſhops, aſſerted by them, and not rejected by 
the See of Rome, but on the contrary, allowed 
to be the Zenets of their religion ? 


"Wann, . we 3 denied the power of 
depoſing temporal ſovereigns, as it is afſerted 
by Dactor Burke, to belong to the Pope, it has 
becn anſwered, that Popes have yet frequently 
excommunicated, > And depoſed, temporal prin- 
ces. Very true. A bull of this kind was pub- 
liſhed againſt Queen Elizabeth by Pope Pius the 
ma But what did her Roman Catholic ſub- 
| Ls. | jects 


8 

jects upon it! ? they prayed for her and fought 
for her. And afterwards, in an inſurreEtion 
headed by Weſtmoreland and Northumberland, 
the greater part of the noblemen and gentlemen 
(for the clergy could not venture to affemble 
voluntarily made a tender of their lives i in de- 
fence of her Majeſty's title, againſt the Pope 
himſelf, or any Popiſh invader, and did actually 
join her ſtandard to oppoſe thoſe two nobleman, 
though they were both Roman Catholics. 


 ApovT the time of our addreſling t the Sor- 
bonne it was diſcovered, that a report had cer- 
tainly reached to Rome, that the Triſh Catholic 
clergy, by their oaths of allegiance, had ſhaken 
off the Pope's ſupremacy in ſbirituals, aconfuſion 
of which, with temporal allegiance had occaſioned 
the miſtakes of Monſignor Ghilini before, Anx- 
| Jous to convince the Holy ſee, that no ſuch in- 
tention was had, and that no ſuch conſequence 
was involved, in our conduct, I addreſſed ano- 
ther letter to the præfect of the ſacred congre- 
gation, for the purpoſe of ſuſpending the judg- 
ment of that body, until a formal memorial 
could be forw=rded to Rome, explaining the 


See Appendiz, No. 6. 


wide 


4 


. 


wide diſtinction taken between temporal allegiance 
to the gn} ; ene: a HOY obedience to that 
ſce. 

> Mani 3 this * eh 1 Wanſmitted f in the 
month of September following, a long memorial 


to the ſacred congregation, ſtating the whole 
riſe and progreſs of all the buſineſs of the teſt- 


,oath : ſent the formulary of the teſt, as preſcrib- 
ed by Parliament, and a faithful tranſlation of it 
into Latin ; accompanied by the declaration of 
the (titular) Biſhops of the province of Munſter 
(as ſtated p. 58) tranſlated likewiſe into Latin, in 
which it appears that they found nothing in the 
oath contrary to the principles of the Roman 
Catholic religion. I recited the peculiarity of 


our ſituation, in which it was neceſſary to come 


to a ſpeedy reſolution on the conſiſtency of the 
oath of allegiance with the Catholic faith, on 
account of an order made, I believe, by the Houſe 
of Commons, that liſts of thoſe Roman Catho- 
lics, who ſhould take the oath, ſhould be pre- 
| ſented to the Parliament at its (then) next 
meeting, in {the following October, and the re- 
ſolve of the (Titular) Biſhops was entered into 
but the July before; ſo that it was impoſſible to 


lay the matter before the ſacred congregation, and 


to have an anſwer within the time ; and it need 
not be told how ill and ſuſpicious an appearance 


it (-- 
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it would carry, if none of the Roman Catholice 
ſhould, in the interim, have taken an oath, 
ſo carefully framed, and adapted to their religi: 
ous Tenets. I ſtated the uniform doctrine of 
the Catholic Church, and the late circular letter 
of Pope Clement the fourteenth, by which they 
were juſtified in taking it, without further con- 
ſultation, even had there been time ſufficient to 
allow of it. After having laid all thoſe matters 
before their Eminences, and having repreſented 
how much a body of Biſhops who, as Saint Paul 


ſays, ſhould be always irreprchenſible in their 
conduct, muſt feel at the reports that were ſpread, 


ſo injuriouſly | to. their characters: I then de- 


wanded to know explicitly what ey had to 
h to our conduct, = 


The anſwer of Cardinal Cell, Prafes f the 


Jacred Congregation de propaganda ſidei, to the 
memorial of the ¶ Titalar) Bi iſhops of Munſter. 


Moſt illufirious md 574 Reverend Lord a as a owns, 


Von a duty and the uſual pet due t9 
the Holy ſee, feemed entirely to require that 
you ſhould not have determined any thing in a 
buſineſs of ſuch magnitude, without firſt con- 
fulting the ſovereign Pontiff ; whoſe judgment 
could even the more caſtly have been waited for 

| | by 
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by you, as you were not obliged by any com- 
pulſion or law to bring forth ſuch a formulary. 
It is this that gave no fmall-pain' to his Holineſs, 
and this ſacred - congregation. 'I have only to 
add, that I pray to God wax he way very long 
es re I 
ne. 23d November, 1776. 
March lh: aun e.g 21 

2 'Moſt affectionate Pris 


| N.. einne CASTELLF, Precfedt, &e; 


Io his Lordſhip, 
JAMES, Arch-Biſhop of 
LOOT at Thurles, þ 


1 nn et | Reverendiffiha Doming v uti F rater. ; 2 | 
* DEBITUM veſtrum conſuetumque erga haue ſanflam 
ſedem obſequium omnino poſtulare videbatur ut \nihilin re tanti 
momemi ſtätuendum cenſeretis niſi eonſulto prius Pontifice 
Maximo; eujus ſententia eo etiam magis a vobis expectari 
poterat, quod nulla ye nullave lege ad eam formulam expro- 
mendam adigebamini. HOC EST quod Sanctiſſimum Dominum 
eſt Noſtrum, et ſanctam haue congregationem haud levi moleſtia 
affecit, * Caterum, Deum precor ut ay gn Veſtrath 
Salpirem a diutiſiime r 8 
l n Rome 23 Novertbris 1776. 
Amplitudinæ Veſtræ 
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Ui Prater dae 
J. 1 Cardinali arg, prafectus, bc 
$5 | Pads Jacobo, . 
Archiepiſcopo Caſſelienſts 


Thurleſiam. 
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Nortiixo can more clearly prove, that #9 


part of our condud?, in denying the Papal Supro- 


mary in tcnporals, or in diſclaiming tboſe tenets, 
imputed to the Catholic religion, was' thought re- 
prehenſible at Rome, than the ſpecific and pre- 
ciſe anſwer—Hoc ½ It is thit that we ought 
firſt to have conſulted the 'Holy See before we 
determined in a-matter concerning the doQrines 
of our church, in a manner that was to con- 
clude ſo large a body as the Catholic Church, in 
Ircland. 

Bur, if, after all theſe ties it. be 
aſked, (for what may not be-aſked or ſaid by 
thoſe, who have already ſaid ſo much?) who 
were theſe (Titular) Biſhops of M unſter, that 
ſo anxiouſly ſtepped forward to defend thejr 


religious tenets, . while all the reſt of the Ca- 


tholic Clergy in Ireland were tame ſpectators of 
the ſcene ? I might anfwer, that it would be of 
no conſequence, who had ſtirred the queſtion : 
but that when the queſtion had been ſo put, and 


fo anſwered, it ought to be taken as concluſive- 


ly and finally decided. But, leſt, by dwelling 

on the Active part, that I and my ſuffragans took 

in this buſineſs, it ſhould ſeem that 1 meant to 

con vey any oblique cenſure on the other (Titu- 

lar) Prelates of Ircland, or, leſt any thing I ſaid 
| might 
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might be conſtrued that way, ir may be neceſ- 
lary to obſerve, that the Province of Munſter 
was, at that time, much diſturbed by White- 
boys; that the diſturbances of theſe infatuated 
people were then, as the late diſturbances have 
been, attributed to the Tenets of their religion 
and that it was alledged that there were Popiſb 
Mifunaries agitating them to inſurrection, and 
French officers training them in diſcipline, for 
the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing ſlavery, popery, the 
Devil, the Pretender, the Inquiſition, wooden 
ſhoes, and all that - variety of miſchiefs, by 
means of which, ſo many women and chil- 
dren have been frightened at the name of a 


Papiſt. 


Ix point of fact, the very oath of allegiance, 
that we had then taken, was in ſtrict conformity 
with the Circular letter of Pope Clement the 
XIVtb, written five years before, which is to be 
found in the Appendix, (No. 7,) and in which 
that Pontiff ſo ſtrictly enforces obedience to the 
reſpective ſovereigns of his ſpiritual ſervants, 
as neceſſarily connected with the ſacred inſtitu- 
tions of Chriſt; which he would ſcarcely have 
done, if that obedience were inconſiſtent with 
his own ſpiritual pre- eminence. And, if we 
wanted circumſtances, till further to ſtrength - 

SH, M * on 


16 
en the proof of our orthodoxy, in taking and : 
obſerving the oath of allegiance, there are two, 


fo remarkable, that they mighit be ſufficient, by 
| themſelves, to eſtabliſh it. e | 


Tue reader will not attribute it to vanity, if L 
fay, that the activity of that part I took in ſhew- 
ing the conformity of my duties as a Catholic Di- 
vine, with thoſe as a ſubje& under a Proteftant 
government, was ſufficient to raiſe ſentiments, 
reſpecting me, particularly at Rome, far from 
thoſe of mere indifference; and nothing could 
therefore have been more grateful to me, than 
to find; on a ſubſequent occaſion, that my con- 
duct was particularly obſervable to the Holy See. 


Havixo learned from an honourable perſon, 
then high in power, that there was a fuſpicion, 
harboured by the government, of the interfe- 
rence of foreign powers in the nomination to 
(Titular) Biſhoprics in Ireland, F addreſſed Car- 
dinal Caſtelli on the ſubject, ſo injurious to the 
Holy See, and the ſacred congregation. For 
it muſt certainly tend to ſhew that body in a very 
invidious light, to deſcribe them as obtruding 
upon the Catholics of Ireland, at the inſtigation 
of foreign Powers, foreign Prelates, ignorant 
perhaps of the manners, unacquainted with the 
virtues, and unlearned i the language of thoſe 
they ſhould be fent to 6 inftrudt, who, for the ſake 
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of propagating their religion more widely, might | 
probably wiſh to have the ruſtics of Ireland 


taught to chaunt their hymns in Italian metre, 


or offer up their prayers in all the decorations of 


Gallic elegance; but who would certainly agree 
with his Lordſhip, the Right Reverend Biſhop 


of Cloyne, atleaſt, in this, that the, Iriſh language 8 
ſhould be abolifhed, and would ſo far juſtify his 


L,ordſhip's idea, that to qualify the unaccepta- 


bleneſs of a worſhip not underſtood, it ſhould 


come recommended in a language which is un- 
known, whilſt the novelty of the doctrine is to 


een (emptations, from that of the Preacher. 


Bur the Holy See and Sacred Congrinatien 
thought (with doubtleſs as little of the Right 
Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Cloyne's approba- 
tion, as he beſtows on any of our tenets or our 


conduct) that Iriſh Clergy were the propereſt per- 


ſons to undertake the charge of inſtructing the Iriſh 
Laity, and they were accordingly determined 


in the nomination of (Titular) Biſhops, by the 


wiſhes of the Iriſh themſelves, in the perſons of 
_ (Titular) Prelates and Catholic TING 


* Arrer infiſting o on this i in the Rrongelt, term, ; 


Cardinal Caſtelli goes on to ſay: I muſt now no- 


tify fo Jour Lordſpip the grateful. and . | 


09 


di 50 tion if this Sacred Congregation 3 you, 
not only on account of the very great dili gence and 
earngſtneſi you ſo eminently ſhew, in fulfilling the 
duties entruſted to you, but alſo for that proper and 
juſt di iſcipline every where obſerved, at you menti- 
on, by you and your ſi ufragans—and, whil/t we 
hope it will always continue ſo, we pray the great 
God that be may long preſerve J As * 


Lordſhip's | on 
Moft afeftimate Brother, | 


3 J. M. Cardinal cle. 
Tims letter, it is to * 8 was written 
in the year 1778, when the Holy See and the 
Sacred Congregation had been ſufficiently long 
acquainted with the active part I had taken, in 
ſupport of a Proteftant. Government, to judge, 
whether or no my conduct was better than LY 
re nels. 


. 

Ir is alſo e corrobarating, of thi | 
conformity of our allegiance with our tenets, 
that Doctor Troy, the preſent worthy (Titular) 
Arch Biſhop of Dublin, who took all poſſible 
means to reconcile the oath of allegiance with 
the tenets of his religion, and ſtrongly recom. 
mended - 


1 
mended it by bis precept and example, to all 
his flock, was nominated to that ſee immedi- 
ately after his conduct, in his former dioceſe 
(of Offory) had diſtinguiſhed him, a ſecond time, 
as a moſt loyal ſubject, by uſing all the means 
in his power to check the late inſurre&ion—and 
that his predeceſſor in Oſſory, Doctor Burke, 
who has brought ſo much unmerited obloquy 
upon the Catholic Church, by his Hibernia Do- 
minicana, by aſſerting claims that the Holy See 
Itſelf does not contend for, never obtained any 
higher preferment than that he already enjoycd, 
when his Supplement to the Hibernia Domini. 
cana was publiſhed, 


| \Trenn will, I LOND hardly be a reaſonable 
man, who ſhall have read the foregoing, ang re- 
curred to the Appendix, as referred to in the 
text, but will acknowledge the. force, and juſ- | 
tice, of the anſwers I haye given to thoſe unjuſ- . 
tifiable accuſations, brought forward. againſt 
my religion. From the length, to which, on ac- 
count of the documents neceſſary to be produ- 
ced, this work has already run, and a full con- 
viction how little advantage plain truth, like 
all other intrinſic beauties, derives from orna- 
ment or decoration, I ſhould willingly reſt here, 

and 
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and leave to the world at large to make thoſe 


obſervations on the charges advaneed, and thoſe 


diſcriminations between the accuſers and the 


accuſed, for which, neither my function nor 


my diſpoſition, perhaps, ſufficiently qualify me. 


But it would leave our Juſtification ſtill imper- 
fect, if I were not to anſwer the objections ur- 
ged againſt the fincerity of the (Titular) Biſh- 
os, more particularly on account of the terms 

perſequar et impugnabo' in the conſecration 
oath, which, as commonly interpreted by a 
certain claſs of perſons of great boaſted li- 
berality, are Ned to to a I e by 85 and 


twvord. 


Ap, firſt, I muſt obſerve, that there is no 
8 2 2 : 
apt term of interpretation in our language for 


the verb © perſequor.” Some auxiliary muſt be 


adopted ta make it intelligible—as to follow on, 
to follow through: or its meaning muſt be de- 
termined by ſome term, to which it is applied 
—as to purſue an argument—or to purſue one's 
jaurney. The Engliſh term uſed as -a tranſ- 
lation of it, J will perſecute* is not to be 
found in any Dictionary of the Latin Lan- 


guage. 


4 4 1 


Bur 
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Bur for arguments ſake I ſhall allow the Bi- 
ſhop of Cloyiie's tranſlation, * all heretics, ſchif- 
t matics and rebels againſt our ſaid Lord and 
e his ſucceſſors aforeſaid, I will, to the utmoſt _ 
&« of my power, proſecute and oppoſe.” It only 
remains to know of what deſcription and ſpecies 
this proſecution and oppoſition is which we are 
bound to practiſe. 


Ox the firſt view, the collocation of the ſen- 
tence might determine a man not already reſolv- 
ed on being very captious. I will proſecute 
—and I will oppoſe—that is, beſide proſecuting, 
merely, I will, in aggravation, alſo oppoſe thoſe 
hereſies and ſchiſms. Now, if by this oppoſition, 

ſomething were not intended greater in extent 
and effect than the proſecution, it were needleſs, 
and tautologous, to uſe the term. If, for in- 
ſtance, we were to give the tranſlation of perſe- 
quar—T will perſecute (with fire and faggots )— 
and to end the ſentence with that of impugnabo 
I will affault (by argument )—which is the ex- 
plication given of the verb impugn by Doctor 
Johnſon, | (eſteemed by the world a very good 
etymologiſt)—would not our readers rank us 
among the diſciples of Martinus Seriberus 
| A on 
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on the art of ſinking ?* If the oath had been an 
Iriſh oath, I dare ſay it would have given ſcope 


for abundance of jeſts on ſo good a Bull—I will 
kill you, (which is the ſhort interpretation of 


roaſting at ſtake) and then I will convince you. 


(Since conviction alone can be the end of argu- 

ment). To convey the meaning aſcribed to it 
by the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 
Cloyne, when he inſiſts that Papi/ts are diſarm- 


ing Proteſtants upon the known principles of their 


religion}, it ſhould be © impugnabo” (or rather 
n et perſequarꝰ. 


Go we muſt, however, look a little further. 
This oath it is.to be remarked was framed by 
f the 


* The figure is called the Anticlimax, as 
— Thou Dalhoufly, the great God of War! 
And Lieutenant Colonel to the Earl of Mar. 
| 
Under the Tropics is our Language ſpoke, 
And part of Flanders hath received our yoke. 


+1 ſaid, in an earlier part of this work, that the Biſhop of 
Cloyne's alarms on this head tended to call one part of a nation 


to arms againſt another. The reſult has juſtiped me: and the 


Break of day Boys are now, in the North, diſatming the Ro- 
man Catholics, in a manner in every - degree as unwarrantable 
as was that, in which the Right Boys of the South diſarmed 
Proteſtants as well as Catholics, 


„ 

the Holy See, for the Miniſters of the Catholic 
religion, who were bound by the previous obli- 
gations of that religion to abſtain from even being 


_ acceſſory to the ſpilling of human blood. The 


ſpirit of chriſtianity is a ſpirit of meekneſs, and 
lo far at leaſt muſt it be allowed that the Roman 


Catholic church. preſerves her conſiſtency, as not 


to permit her Divines to contribute, with impuni- 


ty, to the work of ſlaughter. It is a rule in our 


Canons that perſons, who have wilfully con- 
curred to the death of another, ſhall be incapa- 
ble, without a ſpecial diſpenſation, of receiving 
orders; and the ſame concurrence, afterwards 
fordids them to exerciſe the functions of theſe 
orders. They would act,“ ſays Ives of Char- 
tres in his 247th letter to John Biſhop of Or- 
leans, * in open contradiction of the prohibiti- 
ons of the Canons. For how can the church 
think of ſhedding human blood, who from her 


very birth has learned to ſhed her own? It 


belongs to thoſe, who carry the ſ,-ord of juſtice, 


to pronounce ſuch judgments, but the church, 
uſes gd the enen weapon to correct faults*, 


N Nn Tuses 


. Judicium vero favgaints ſervands patrum auctoritatis * 
ricos agitare prohibet quomodo enim Eccleſia judicare 


debet fundendum ſanguinem alienum, quæ ab primo ortu ſuo, 
juſſa eſt 1 e proprium ? 


Faciant 


— 
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Tuxsx prohibitions we find in the Canon Seps 
cap. 23. queſt. 8, which is taken from the 
fourth council of Toledo, -which orders, that 
the Biſhops, whom it names Sacerdetes, ſhall be 
treated as guilty before Jeſus Chriſt of the blood 
chat ſhall have been ſhed by their meaus, and 


ſhall incur the ſentence of depoſition by the 
churcht. - 


| In the 18th Canon of the 4th council of Late- 
ran, recorded in the chapter Sententiam ſanoui- 
nit, under the title Clerici vel Monachi—ſentea« 
tiam ſanguinis nullus clericus dictet aut profe- 
rat, ſed nec ſanguinis vindictum exerceat, aut 
ubi exerceatur, interſit. And again in the 

chapter ſuſcepimus de Homicidio and in the chap- 
| 7.5% 00 


Faciant bee Cunt judiees qui ad ſcelerum vindictam gla- 
dium materialem portant, non qui contra nequitias ſpirituales 


gra ſporitus puguant. 


+ Sepe Principes cotitra quoſlibet majeſtati obnoxios facer- 
dotibus negotia ſua committunt; Quia vero & Chriſto ad mi- 
niſterium ſalutis eleQi ſunt, ibi Conſentiant Regibus fieri Ju- 
dices ub jurejurando ſupplicii indulgentia promittitur non ub} 
criminis ſententia preparatur. Si quis ergo ſacerdotum con- 
tra hoc commune conſultum diſcuſor in alienis periculis ex- 
titerit, ſi reus effuſi ſangninis, apud Chriſtum et apud Eccleſ- 


am perdat proprium gradum. 


* 
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ter Epiſcopus under the title de clericii vel monachi 
in ſexto, the ſame rule is laid down. And in the 
| ſententiam ſanguinis, aboved recited, it is even 
faid, that no clerk ſhall diate or write the in- 


formations, or the ſentence, that have been | 


pronounced againſt a criminal, found gyilty of 
a crime deſerving death“. 


We find in Saint Thomas in 2da 2 de 
Quæſt 5oma—————operari vel cooperari ad 


oeciſionem hominis non competit miniſtris altar- | 


tis, ct ideo ſecundum juris ordinem compelli non 
poſſunt ad ferandum teſtimonium in cauſa fan- 
guinisf, 


Ir is well known how much, and how gene- 


rally, the conduct of Ithacius the Biſhop of 
Offobona was cenfured for having prevailed 
1 the er Maximus to put the Hereſi- 
e arch 


Nec quiſquam Clericus es dictet aut ſcribat, pro 


vindicta ſanguinis deſtinandas, unde in Curiis * hac 
ſolicitudo non Clericis ſed laicis cammirtatur. 


+ It does not FUSE to the Miniſters of the altar to cauſe 
or to co-operate in the death of any perſon ; and therefore the 


law does not permit them to be * to bear reſtimony i da 


cauſes of blood. 


1 


arch Priſcillian to death. The moſt eminent 
and moſt Holy Biſhops of that time, amongſt 
whom was Saint Ambroſe, as we learn from bis 


twenty-ſeventh letter, and the ſixth Canon of the 


council of Turin, in the year 400, ſeparated | 
themſelves, on. that account, from the commu-- 


nion of Ithacius, and of thoſe of his party. In 


ſo odious a light were they held, that Saint Am- 
broſe compares them to the Jews, who were 
earneſt for the death of the adulterous woman, 


and Saint Martin, Biſhop of Tours, long re- 


pented having communicated with them, even 
for a moment, though he only did ſo with a view: 
and deſire of laving the lives of ſeveral perſons, 
as Sulpicius in the life of that Saint menti- 


8 
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Unvan ſuch. prohibitions and impreſſions, the, 
Catholic Clergy carried the ſtrictneſs of their obe- 
dience to ſuch a length, that it was doubted, 
whether a clergyman, ſuing for reſtitution of. 
damages, or reparation of injury in the temporal 
courts, did not incur the impediment of irregu- 
larity, owing to whit the church termed a 
Defectus Lenitatis, if a capital puniſhment ſhould 


be the conſequence. And at length, Pope Bo- 


niface the VIIIch. was forced to clear up the 
| doubt, 


. 
doubt, dy enacting a declaration, to be made by 
all clergymen in ſuch a dilemma, wherein they 


ſolemnly, and with all ſincerity, averred, that 
they had no other deſire, in their proſecution, 


than a mere reparation of their own private loſ- 


ſes, and that they, by no means, ſought o or defi- 


red the death of the perſon. 7 


Bur, farther. —This oath v intended, at leaſt 
in all thoſe countries not ſubject to the Pope, as 

a temporal Prince, to extend merely as to ſpiri- 
tuals : Its extenſion is fo limited by our oath of 


allegiance; it is ſo limited by the terms of the 


oath Salvo mes ordine, making a ſpecial reſerva- 
tion of our ſtate in ſociety, and the duties in- 


cident thereto ; it is ſo limited by the accepta- 


tion, in which it is taken by the Holy See, as 


has amply appeared in my correſpondence with | 


the Sacred Congregation. 


Ir would be 2 natural conclufion, that the 
lame rule, by which penal laws are interpreted, 
ſhould guide the interpretation of an oath, ſince 


they are both reſtrictive of natural liberty: and 


therefore that an oath, like a penal ſtatute, 


ſhould obtain a liberal conſtruction i in fayour of 


gon 


the 


\ 
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che perſon, whom it binds. Thus we find that 
- a penal law, (mentioned by Puffendorf) which 
enacted, that no perſon ſhould lay hands on 4 
Prięſt, was held to extend only to him, who 
ſhould lay violent hands on à Prieſt, or ſhould 
aſſault him with a weapon. Thus, when, by 
the Bolognian law, it was prohibited 0 draw 
blood in the ſtreets, the penalties of the law 
were not held to extend to a Surgeon, who 
breathed a vein of a perſon falling down in the 
ftreet with a fit. Thus, has it been familiar in 
the world to talk of combating opinions without 
ever annexing to it the idea of Bucklers or 
Lances, and Paper Wars are become common 
among men, who think of nothing leſs than en- 
campments and fortifications. It was thus, 
that the Roman Catholic Biſhops ſwore that 
they would maintain and defend the (ſpiritual) 
royalties of Saint Peter, without once dreaming 
of an encroachment upon the (temporal) rights 
of King George, King Lewis, or any other King 
—for they had learned from him, whoſe king- 
dom was not of this world, that they ſhould 
give unto Cæſar the things that were Cæſar's, 
and unto God the things that were God's. 
And it was thus, they ſwore to proſecute and 


oppoſe 


1950 


oppoſe hereſies and ſchiſms without once con- 
cciving an idea of being obliged 


— to farther 
| The pany work of blood and murther, 


ſo liberally —_—— to their tenets. For how 
can ĩt be ſuppoſed, that in the very moment of 
entering on their miniſtry, they ſhould ſwear to 
a conduct, which ſhould. ; Was, them to diſ- 
charge it? B 


Bur a ſhort cut has _ taken to anſwer al 
this reaſoning, and to countervail all theſe au 
thorities. And the Inquiſition has been worn 
out to prove, that perſecution even to death is a 
principle of our religion. | | 


- THAT perſecutions, for religion's - ſake, have 
been carried to unwarrantable lengths, every 
man will acknowledge, who has read the hiſto- 
ries of Europe. Religion and policy were led 
hand in hand : An eſtabliſhed church was found 
to be the molt cloſely connected with the politi- 
cal government: and, accordingly, every ſtate 
in Europe has connected them. If, in the eye 
of civil polity, it has ſeemed fit to carry the pu- 
niſnments of Hereſy to unneceſſary, or unbe- 

coming, 
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coming, lengths ; on that civil polity let it be 
charged. We have proved that ſuch meaſures 
belong not to us, and are totally incompatible 
with our functions. If the Inquiſition of Spain, 
and Italy, and Portugal, be charged on ur what 
will the cauſe of chriſtianity benefit by our re- 
taliating the Star Chamber, and the Penal Laws, 
that ſo long ftained our ſtatute books i in this 
and the ſiſter kingdom, on the Proteſtant reli- 
on? The Inquiſition is a creature of the civil 
power: Suppoſe that it does exceed the proper 
limits, why are we to be charged with the tranſ- 
greſſion? and what anſwer ſhould we have re- 
ceived from a liberal Engliſh j juryman, whom we 
' ſhould accuſe of cruelty, becauſe, in conſe- 
quence of his verdict, a Prieſt, convicted of re- 
turning to his country to exerciſe the functions 
of his religion, ſnould be hanged? Exactly in 
the ſame predicament ſtand the judges of the 
Inquiſition. They are divines, becauſe offences 

againſt religion are the only objects of their 
cognizance. They try thoſe handed over to 
them by the civil power as accuſed of hereſies; 
and their province nn no further. 


| Sven have been the charges adduced againſt 
the Roman Catholics. Short as this work is, 


l hope that it has 1 the whole purpoſe 
of 
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ol proving, that the duty of a Catholic, lay, or 
clerical, to the tenets of his religion, is perfect- 
ly conſiſtent with the obedience to the temporal 
power, in whatever hands it may be placed, of 
the ſtate that protects him that the uniform be- 
haviour of the Cathalic Divines, in Ireland, 
(from whoſe conduct I mult beg leave to ſay, 
their tenets ought peculiarly to be fought) has 
amply proved this example—that nothing is 
more incongruous with the ſpirit of the Catho- 
lic religion, than ſanguinary perſecution—and, 
that the diſorders of the lower claſs of people in 
this country are in no wiſe to be attributable to 
their religious tenets. If the effect ſhall be to 
encreaſe that mutual confidence, which promiſes 
to bleſs the people of Ireland, after an age of 
diviſions, my reward will be more than ade- 
quate to my labours. x 


As it is more than likely, that objections 
and anfwers may be offered to this work, I 
think it neceſſary, for avoiding all unneceſſary 
cavils, to declare, that, as the authorities and 
vouchers here cited are intended to diſprove 
thoſe aſſertions of the Right Reverend the Lord 
Biſhop of Cloyne, which, coming from any in- 
ferior authority, would certainly not deſerve fo 

O | public 
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public a notice, I ſhall conſider myſelf at iſſue 
merely with his Lordſhip. He has advanced 
facts, which I have proved to be untrue : It 
will reſt now on himſelf to defend, what him- 
ſelf has hazarded; and to determine the cha- 


racter which the world i is to alix upon his ac- 
cuſations. 


APPEN- 


e F e o 


NuuB ER I. 


W.. the ROMAN CATHOLIC PRE- 
LATES of the province of MUNSTER, deep- 
ly impreſſed with a ſenſe of the alarming diſtur- 
bances, that at this time unhappily prevail 
amongſt ſome of the lower claſs of our commu- 
nion, in parts of this province, and defirous to 


contribute, with our beſt endeavours, to reſtore - 


and to preſerve peace and good order, as well 
as to diſcharge what we conſider to be our duty 


to the public, have unanimouſly agreed to the 
following regulations : 


FigsT: As it appears to us, that two clergy- 
men of our communion, in the neighbourhood 


where theſe diſturbances ſeem principally to pre- 


_ vail, have become particularly obnoxious in 


their reſpective pariſhes, we think it abſolutely | 


a adviſe- 


EF 


__ 
—— — 


41 

adviſeable for the good of religion, and for the 
public tranquillity, that thofe reverend gemle- 
men, however innocent they may be of the char- 
ges made on them, do, of themſelves, freely 
reſign their pariſhes into the hands of their pre- 
late; and we earneſtly recommend to them, that 
they forthwith adopt this ſalutary and prudent 
meaſure. 


SzconDLy : Though we have been always at- 
tentive to enquire into the abuſes, that might 
have crept into any of the pariſhes of our reſpec- 
tive dioceſſes, on the points, which ſeem at pre- 
ſent to make the ſubject of complaint of ſome of 
our people againſt their paſtors; and tho' we 
have endeavoured to remedy ſuch abuſes, 
wherever we found traces of them; yet it is our 
determination, on our return to our diocefles, 
to enquire ſtill more narrowly into theſe mat- 
ters, and to redreſs, as far as can depend on us, 
as well as to prevent for the future, whatever 
we may find blameable. 


THIRDLY: We with it to be underſtood, and 
we hope it is by our clergy, how injurious it 
mult be to religion, how unbecoming their ſa- 
cred miniſtry, how diſgraceful to their charac- 
ter, that they could be juſtly charged with odi- 


ous 
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ous extortion, or even with a rigorous exaction, 
in the collection of their dues! They cannot but 
conſider it with us, as indiſpenſably incumbent 
on them, never to bargain mercenarily for their 
dues ; nor gyer to withhold from their people 
the ſacraments, on pretence of . dues not 
being paid to them. 


FourTHLY : As the preſent diſturbances are 
reported to have originated, in ſome meaſure, 
from a diſſatis faction in the poorer people of our 
communion, at the dues to be paid by them, 
particularly the marriage fees to their paſtors, 
and what is given when the banns are not pub- 
liſhed, we have employed on theſe heads of com- 
plaint, our ſerious attention ; and with regard 
to the latter, every pretence of complaint ſeems . 
to be obviated, by its being the fixed reſolution 
of the prelates of this province, that not more 
than a crown be demanged when banns are diſ- 
penſed with; beſides, that the burden even of ſo 
much, may at all times he eaſily ayoided, as it 
is to be wiſhed it may, by the publication of 
banns ; and as after a diligent enquiry into the | 
former, we find that the higheſt fee permitted to 
be demanded for a marriage, does not, any 
where in this province, exceed three half- 
crowns, which, we are convinced, cannot, in 

a 2 reaſon, 
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reaſon, at this day be complained of; yet, 
where it may be inexpedient to demand even % 
much, we will recommend, and we will in//# 
upon it, that ſo much will not be demanded by 
our clergy: The other dues allowed of, ſeem 
to us, upon the moſt impartial examination, 
to be equally moderate : They will be found 
upon inveſtigatiofi, by every one of candour 
and diſcernment, to afford now but a bare and 
a ſcanty ſubliſtence to the clergy, as the value 
of monęy has been conſiderably d diminiſhed, 
and the price of the neceſſaries of life greatly 
enhanced z——Unexceptionable, however, as 
theſe dues muſt appear, if any clergyman in 
this province, ſhould unrelentingly exact them 
from thoſe who may not be ell able to pay 
them, upon information thereof being proper- 
ly ſtated to his Biſhop, or to thoſe intruſted by 


the biſhop with his power, (and it is moſt ear- 


neſtly requeſted by us, that no well founded 
information of the ſort be at any time with- 
held,) ſuch Clergyman, ſhall be fure to meer 
with the ſevereſt animadverſion from his Prelate, 


and the evil ſhall, certainly, be exemplarity 


redreſled. 


FreTHLY : We cannot but ſignify our deci- 
ded diſapprobation of a practice, - charged we 
Vvould 


* 


| 1 
would wiſh to hope, without ſufficient founda- 
tion on ſome pariſh prieſts in this province, of 
putting their pariſhioners to expences, oppreſſive 
and unſeemly, by the entertainments provided 
at the ſtations of confeſſion, at weddings, chriſt- 
enings, or funerals. It were to be wiſhed, that 
the clergy, on theſe occafions, were invariably, 
to partake of no further entertainment, than 
moderately to break · faſt, when to do ſo would 
be neceflary, and that they do partake of no 
other entertainment, ſhall be carneſtly recom. 
mended to them by us;—but, as it may happen 
at times, that they could not, without giving 
offence, decline the hoſpitality of their Pariſh- 
ioners, whenever this may happen, we will 
exhort our clergy, and we will expect, that 
they ſhall ſtrictly abide by what we will thus ex- 
hort them to,—not alone, that they never 
meanly obtrude themfelves uninvited upon their 
Pariſhioners,—never tyrannically force from 
them as a matter of right, what can proceed only 
from their free benevolence, but alſo, ſo far 
from defiring, or permitting them, to furniſh 
out expenſive entertainments, on their account, 
that they ſhall abſolutely diſcourage ſuch enter- 
tainments, and always content themſelves with 
ſuch frugal fare, as their pariſhioners will chear- 
DR ö fully, 


6] 


fally, and can without burden to themſelves 
provide, | 1 


SIXTHLY : We have, and not without the 


_ utmoſt indignation and horror, heard it charged 
on ſome pariſh prieſts in this province, that 


they made it a praQtice, notwithſtanding our 
repeated and earneſt directions to the contrary, 
occaſionally to vent their vindiQtive reſentment 
againſt their poor people, by pouring forth from 
the Altar, the moſt ſhocking curſes and impre- 
cations upon them: This appears to us to be 
ſo deteſtable, ſo diſſonant to the mild ſpirit of 
the Goſpel, as well as to the meek example of 


our Divine Redeemer, that we can ſcarce bring 
ourſelves to believe any clergyman capable of 


being guilty of it! And whilſt we thus 
expreſs our every abhorrence of it, it is our 
reſolution to puniſh, in the moſt exemplary man- 
ner in our power, the unhappy clergymen who 
may have tranſgreſſed on this head; and we will 
aiſo exert our moſt zealous endeavours to pre- 
vent for the future ſo ſhameful 2 profanation. 


SEVENTHLY : Whilſt we thus reſolve to do 
away at all times, on our parts, and as far as 


our influence can extend, every juſt cauſe of 
complaint; we think it our duty to admdOfiiſh 


ſuch 
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ſuch of our people, as may ſtand in need of our 
admonition, that they cannot, without manifeſt 
and great offence of Almighty God, nor with- 
out being wanting to what they owe to ſociety, 
aſſume to redreſs themſelves, in real or imagina- 
ry grievances, by reſorting to the meaſures of 
riotous illegal meetings, or of attempting to bind 
themſelves, by oaths raſh and iniquitous, to 
matters prejudicial to the public peace, injurious 
to individuals, and ſuch as muſt be eventually 
ruinous to themſelves, by drawing down 
upon them the vengeance of heaven, the juſt 
puniſhment of the laws, and the refentment of 
thoſe intruſted with the execution of them : ſuch 
oaths far from being obligatory, muſt be deemed 
heinouſly ſinful in thoſe who take them, and 
doubly criminAil in thoſe who obſtinately perſiſt 
in the reſolution of obſerving them. 


JAMES BUTLER, 
DUNBOYNE, 

MICHAEL PETER M*MAHON, 
MATT. MAC KENNA, 
WILLIAM EGAN, 

F. MOYLAN, 

DENIS CONWAY. 


Cosk, June 26th, 1786. 
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APPENDIX 


NukMaza I. 


DzcLaraTION in May, 1784. 


W.. the Roman Catholic prelates of the 
province of Munſter, aſſembled in Limerick on 
the firſt of May, 1784, think ourſelves particu- 
larly called upon at this trying period, to redou- 
ble every effort of our influence and zeal in pre- 
ſerving inviolate among thoſe under our care, 
the ſame pure ſentiments of loyalty and attach- 


ment to our king and country, which have hi- 


therto diſtinguiſhed their conduct; to cheriſh 
and ſtrengthen thoſe juſt and neceſſary princi- 
ples by every means in our power, and enjoin 
all our clergy ſtrenuouſly to maintain the ſame 
ſalutary maxims throughout their reſpective diſ- 
tricts by ſtudiouſly exhorting their people to in- 
duſtry, ſobriety, and a peaceable demeanour in 
all things, as the ſure means of fulfilling their du- 
ty to God, and the ſtate; a tenor of conduct 
which at the ſame time that it will prove them 
worthy 


2 


worthy of the favours already conferred upon 
them, will we truſt, entitle them to further 
marks of the legiſlature's kindneſs and pro- 


tection. 
JAMES BUTLER, 
JOHN BUTLER, 
MAT. M'KENNA, 
MIC. PETER M'MAHON; 
WILLIAM EGAN, 
F. MOYLAN, 
DENIS CONWAY, 
LAURENCE NIHELL: 
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rr DI K. 
NUmMBER 3. 
To the King's Mot Excellent Majęſty. 


The humble Addreſs of the Superiors of the 
Catholic Clergy of the Province of Mutiſter. 


May it pleaſe Tour Maje/ty. 


Y * E, your Majeſty's moſt faithful ſubjeQs, 
the ſuperiors of the Roman Catholic Clergy, in 


the province of Munſter, having offered up our 
fervent thanks to the Almighty God, for your 
Majeſty's happy eſcape from the horrid attempt 


made on your Majeſty's moſt facred perſon, pre- 


ſume in all humility to preſent at the feet of your 
royal throne, in the name of the Roman Catho- 
lic Clergy of the province, our moſt dutiful and 

: loyal 


18 
loyal congratulations on ſuch a ſignal interpoſi- 
tion of divine providence. 


Willst in this expreſſion of our duty to 
your Majeſty, we join in the univerſal exultation 
of all ranks of our fellow ſubjects, for the pre- 
ſervation of a well beloved ſovereign, we your 
Majeſty's Roman Catholic ſubjects, feel an ad- 
ditional joy from the grateful remembrance we 
conſtantly have, that whatever happy change has 
been made in our ſituation in this kingdom is 
chiefly owing to your Majeſty's paternal attenti- 
on to us. | 


Our joy, may it pleaſe your Majeſty, would 
have been as complete on the preſent occaſion, 
as any human event could make it, but for the 
allay it receives in the afflition brought upon us 
by the late tumultuous meetings of ſome of the 
loweſt claſs of thoſe of our communion in this 
province. Yet at the ſame time that we be- 
moan the unwarrantable exceſſes of a lawleſs 
rabble, it is no ſmall comfort to us to think, 
that we have not been wanting in what depend- 
ed on us to prevent, and to remedy theſe eyils. 
Our conſtant endeavours to promote religion, 
peace and good order have not been altogether 
fruitleſs, Whatever be the guilt of the miſled 

b 2 wretches 
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wretches who now diſturb the public tranquility, 
we have the heart - felt ſatisfaction of being con- 
vinced that not a ſhadow of diſaffection to your 


Majeſty's perſon or government is imputable to 
them. 


Wr hope that the prudent meaſures, the firm 
yet merciful exertions adopted by thoſe entruſt- 
ed here with your Majeſty's authority, will be 
ſufficient to put a ſtop to the licentious miſdeeds 
of a deluded multitude ; and to provide effetu- 
ally againſt a repetition of them. 


W's on our parts ſhall continue to employ our 
moſt zealous efforts to impreſs thoſe under our 
influence, with a ſenſe of conſcientious ſubordi- 
nation to the laws, and to exhort them ever to 
follow that peaceful, induſtrious, upright line 
of conduct, which alone can become them, 
and which the religion they profeſs, as well 
as their gratitude, dictate to be due to 
the juſtice and mildneſs of your e $ go- 


| vernment. 


May the Almighty God, by whom kings 
reign, long preſerve your Majeſty, amidſt the 
enjoyments of every deſirable bleſſing, to be an 
example from your royal virtues, to the rulers 


of 


1 
of the earth, and to be from the unrivalled ſuc- 


ceſs of your government, the comfort and the 
happineſs of your people. 


Ws are, may it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
With the moſt inviolable Attachment and 
Submiſſive Gratitude, 
Your Majeſty's moſt 
Loyal, moſt Dutiful, and 
Moſt Obedient Subjects. 


To 


EN DI. 


NUMBER 4. 
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To the Riohr Hor. and Hor. the KNIOH rs, 
Crrizzxs, and BusGzsszs in Parliament 
Aſſembled. 


THE 


ES. 17 10-30 
OF THE 
ROMAN CATHOLICS 


OF 


TR EL -A NM _D, 


SHEWETH, 


Tn AT your humble petitioners have been 
uniformly moſt earneſt, whether in the midſt of 
foreign alarms, or inteſtine commotions, to 
prove the ſincerity of thoſe ſacred and unreſerved 

| | | aſſuran- 
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aſſurances which they gave of allegiance to 
their ſovereign King George the third, and zeal 
and good will to their country and fellow ſub- 
jects. | 


Tur popular commotions are not peculiar 
to any period of time, any nation or religious 
| denomination of people, but happen in every 
age and every country ; and ſo far from being 
the offspring of the Roman Catholic Tenets, 
that they are in open violation of them. 


Tnar in the ſuppreſſion of the diſturbances 
which happened of late in the ſouth of Ireland, 


the Catholic nobility and gentry, their prelates, 
and inferior clergy, have been moſt active, and 


will continue the ſame ſtrenuous exertions on 
every future occaſion, 


THarT during the late paroxyſms of popular 
phrenzy, every thing moſt ſacred in your peti- 
tioner's eyes, has been abuſed and profaned : 
chapels have been , nailed up, and blockaded, 
their paſtors threatened and inſulted in the moſt 
opprobrious manner, and in many places driven 


from their pariſhes. 


Tuar in a bill brought into the honourable 


houſe, they have read with equal concern and 
aſtoniſh- 
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' aſtoniſhinent, a clauſe empowering the civil ma- 


giſtrate to pull down, level, and proſtrate any 
Roman Catholic Chapel, in which, or in the vici- 
nity of which any unlawful oath is tendered, up- 
on the teſtimony of one witneſs. 


Tnar they conſider ſuch a clauſe diſgraceful 
to their religion, as chmſtians, injurious to their 
honour, character, and loyalty, as ſubjects, (as 
naturally impreſſing the mind of their ſovereign, 
with the notion that his Catholic Subjects are 
combining in the moſt awful and ſacred of all 
places againſt his crown and dignity,) and even- 
tually deſtructive of the indulgence, which, of 
late a mild and humane legiſſature has granted 
them, after a long trial of their fidelity, while 
it laboured under the ſevereſt oppreſſions; as 
ſuch a clauſe, befides holding forth a ſuſpicion 
of the ſincerity of their allegiance, has a natural 
tendency to afford a pretext, for repealing the 
favours already granted to the whole body of 


their communion, in caſe any deluded individu. 


al, either actuated by licentiouſneſs or ſtimulat- 
ed by their enemies, ſhould oppoſe the magiſ- 
trate in the proſtration of chapels which were 
left ſtanding in times of perſecution. 


THAr 


I t 


Tur your petitioners have alſo ſeen, with 
great apprehenſions and concern, in another 
clauſe of the ſaid bill, to prevent outrageous ob- 
ſtructions of divine ſervice, that any protection 
of the Roman Catholic Chapels is carefully 
avoided, while the diſſenting meeting houſes are 
ſpecifically provided for, in an equal degree 
with the churches of the eſtabliſhed religion. A 
diſtinction which your petitioners can conſider 
in no other light, than as meaning to lay their 
houſes of worſhip open to all che violations of 
any lawleſs rabble, and thereby dring addition- 
al diſreſpect upon that only influence in their 
power, which they have fo anxiouſly exerciſed 
to preſerve peace and order. 


Tnar, amidſt the profligacy of morals, of late 
ſo prevalent amongſt the lower orders, who 
have ſhaken off that reſtraint, under which they 
had been heretofore kept by their paſtors, and 
from other collateral cauſes, it is to be feared, 
that the utmoſt advantange would be taken of 
ſuch an apparent liberty ; and it is but too evi- 
dent, that not only one witneſs, but ſeveral 
could be eaſily found, who would ſwear before 
a Magiſtrate, that ſuch oaths as are prohibited, 
had been tendered in the ſpecified places, al- 
though no ſuch oaths had been ſo adminiſtered. 
- 0 Fox 
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Fox the above reaſons, and many more, 
which will occur to the wiſdom of parliament, 
your petitioners, confiding in your juſtice, moſt 


humbly pray your honours not to paſs ſuch a 
clauſe into a law. 


\ 


Richard O'Reily, in the name, and on the be- 


half, of the Roman Catholic Clergy of Ulſter. 


Jobn Troy, in the name, and on the behalf, of 
the Roman Catholic Clergy of Leinſter. 


James Butler, in the name, and on the behalf, 


of the Roman Catholic Clergy of Munſter. 


Philip Philips, in the name, and on the behalf, 
of the Roman Catholic Clergy of Conaught. 


Kenmare, in the name, and on the behalf, of 
the Roman Catholic Gentry and Laity. 
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APPEND TS. 


1 ; NuUmMBER F. 


RESPONSIO 
DOCTORUM 


Facultatis Theologiæ Pariſienſis Conſultationi ad 
ſe nuper ex Hiberniã tranſmiſſæ. 


CONSULTATIO. 


Vrxaz Religionis, totiuſque Reipublicæ 
vehementer intereſt, ne Regibus aut Populis 
invidioſa graviſque reddatur piæ matris Eccleſiæ 
doctrina. Hujus in mali fugam attentà cogita- 
tione jugiter incumbunt plerique omnes qui Ca- 
tholicæ ſidei in Hiberniæ regno perſeverantiam 
retinent. | 


UT 


APE o. 
Nu uA 5. 


Tuz ANS W E X 

PI 7 THE 

Di9-E-TQ-R 8 
oF THE 


FACULTY of DIVINITY of 3 


To THE CONSULTATION, LATELY TRANSMITTED 
TO THEM FROM IRELAND. 


THE. CONSUL TATION. 


Ir. is of great importance, not only to the true 
religion, but to the community at large, that 
the doctrine of our holy mother the church, 
be not rendered odious or offenſive to nations 
and kings. To guard againſt this evil has ever 
been a matter of ſerious attention, to the genera- 
lity of thoſe, who continue ſtill, in the kingdom 


of Ircland, to profeis the faith of the Catholic 
Church. 


A conduct 
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Vr autem felicine: promovere poſſin zquuim 
illud ſapienſque conſilium (quod certe ſolum, 
hoc iniquo præſertim tempore, Catholicis Hiber- 
nis ſoſpitale eſt). exoptant illi & petunt enixe, 
ut de articulorum mox deſcribendorum doctri- 


nã ſententiam ſuam & teſtimonium edant Theo- 


logi Sacræ Facultatis Pariſienſis, cujus eximia 
ad Catholicæ veritatis defenſionem diligentia 
tantoperè commendatur. 


Res quoque auth & gratiſſima ab iiſdem 
præclaris Doctoribus fiet, ſi velint ſimul aperire 
quid exiſtiment de jure jurando quod hiſce ar- 
ticulis adjungitur. Proteſtne citra culpam om- 


nem ab Hibernis Catholicis dici ejuſmodi Sacra- 


mentum, iis publica autoritatis nomine propoſi- 


tum? Ipſorum porrò articulorum tenor Ile eſt, 


qui we on 


- (1) Duplex Conſultationis exemplar, ex Hibernia ad Pa- 
Libenſes Theologos, anno 1775, delatunreſt ; alterum alter], 


maxima. parte conſentiens: unum vers, decem ferè menſibus, 


prævium. Hoc inter utrumque diſcriminis aderat : quꝭd ar- 
ticulus quidam, in poſteriore prætermiſſus, priori inſertus le- 
geretur. Spectabat ille ad obſequioſam fidem familiz apud 
Anglos nunc imperanti præſtandam ab Hibernis, denegandam 
autem alii cujyis Principi qui Regium in Anglia ſibi jus arro- 


* ee 


19 1 | 
A conduct regulated by juſtice and pru- 
dence, is their only protection, particularly at 


this critical period, to ſupport it therefore in fu- 


ture is clearly their intereſt ; but, leſt intereſt 


ſhould ever ſway them in oppoſition to conſci- 


ence, they wiſh, and it is their earneſt requeſt, 
that the doctors of the ſacred faculty of Paris, 
ſo renowned for their zeal in defence of the Ca- 
_ tholic Faith, may be pleaſed to declare their 
ſentiments concerning the doctrine contained in 
articles herein after ſet forth. 


Ir will afford them alſo much benefit and ſa- 
tisfaction to have the ſentiments of the ſame 
learned doctors, concerning an oath of which 
the form is annexed to the above mentioned ar- 
ticle. Should the oath be propoſed to them by 
public authority, they defire to know whether 


they can take it, without any offence whatſoever 
againſt the law of God? 


Tux Articles run thus. (1) 


(1) In the year 1775, the divines of the univerſity of Pa- 


ris received from Ireland two. copies of a conſultation, one of 


them about ten months before the other. They both agreed 
in moſt points, with this difference, that the firſt contained a 


certain article, which was left out in the ſecond. This arti- 


cle regarded the allegiance to be paid by the Iriſh to the fa- 
mily now on the throne of England, and refuſed to any other 


prince, 


g t 
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garet. Peculiari poſtulato quod illuc attinebat, ſuam, ut quæ- 
ſitis cæteris, reſpanſionem 3 da- 


cræ Facultatis. 


Nec dubium erat quin huic ipſi reſponſionis eorum parti plu- 
res alii mox ſuffrigarentur, niſi ſecundum Conſultationis ex- 
emplar, articulum prædictum reſecans, de eodem ſilentium 
DoRoribus juſſiſſet. Cùm autem jam aveant, ut fertur, Hiber- 
berni Catholici, reſcire pennĩtùs qualis de ſupprefla queſtione 


| ſententia ferri cæperit: ut illorum votis ſatisfiat, ipſam pri- 


mz Conſultationis formam, cam traditz reſponſionis ſpecimine, 


hic oculis ſubjicimus. 


Sacramentum quod 2 Rege, ſupremoque Hibernie 
Senatu, Catholicis illius regni ; jubſcribendum * 
ponitur. 


ARTICULUS PRIMuus. 


*« Ego A. B. omnipotentem Deum & Filium ejus unicum 
J. Chriſtum Redemptorem noſtrum teſtor, me fidelem fore, 
* ſincerumque obſequium optimo Regi noſtro Georgio tertio 
“ præſt iturum, meque illum, quantum in me erit, defen- 
* ſurum adversas conjurationes omnes & machinationes à qui- 
bus ipſi, imperio ejus, vel dignitati periculum fuerit ; me- 


que, pro virili parte, aperturum palmaque ſuz Majeſtati 


« faQurum 
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prince, chat might claim a right to that throne. To the particu- 
lar query that related to this article, eleven doors of the ſa- 
cred faculty gave their anſwer as well as to the others Nor was 
there a doubt but that many more would have joined them in 
that part of their anſwer, had not the arrival of the ſecond 
copy of the conſultation, in hich the aboye. article was not 
ioſerted. rendered the doctor ſilent with. regard to it. Bus 
as it is ſaid. the Iriſh Catholicks are now deſirous to be tho- 
roughly informed, what the opinion was, which the doctors 
had begun to give-concerning ehe ſuppreſſed artiele, We here 
inſert a copy of che firſt conſultation, with 4 ſerch of the 
anſwer then given. 


Ax Org, 


Propoſed by the King and Parliament of Ireland, 
150 the Catholicks of that kingdom, to be by them 
taken and 3 


ARTICLE THE FirsT, 


ITA. B. do calf almighty God and his only Son Jefus Chriſt 
my Redeemer, to witneſsthat-I' wilt be faithful, and bear true 
alleglance to our gracious ſovereign George the third, and 
that I will defend to the utmoſt of my power againſt all con- 
ſpiracies and plots, that may threaten his perſon, govern- 
ment and dignity. ; and that I will, to the beſt of my power, 
make known AGE to his Majeſty all traiterous attempts 
d that 
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ARTICULUS PRIMUS. 


& Ego A. B. Omnipotentem Deum & Filium 
* ejus unicum Jeſum Chriſtum Redemptorem 
40 * noſtrum 


& 


4 


» 


0 faQturum proditiones omnes quæ in ipſum parari poſſint; 
4 inſuper, ex animo ſpondeo, me avyerſus queinlibet alium, 
* ſuz Majeſtatis familiz ſucceſſionem in regnum, omni qui 
<* poſſum ope tuiturum, propugnaturum, defenſurumque ; 
hoc ipſo prorſus abjiciens & abjurans obſequium quodcun- 
que, vel fidem erg illum, qui perſonam & nomen Regis 
«*« Angliz, titulo Caroli tertii, ſibi ſumpſiſſe fertur, & ergi 


quemcunque alium j jus in erer horum u vindi- 
oy cantem 155 aut REO. | | ; 
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RES SSG ON Ss Io. 


Nos infra ſcripti Sacre Facultatis Pariſenſt s Doc» 
tores, de Formula Sacramenti Catholicis in Hi. 
bernid nuper n een en. 21 


Noſtyum non eſſe de primo Formulæ ** articulo Con- 

- Flium aliquod odere, vel reſponſum. Anglorum ditioni & 

regno plane ſumus alieni; nobiſque, ex Theologico mune · 
re, ea profes cura non incumbit, ut exploremus, quid 
* regimen, 


1 


ARTICLE 1m FIRST. 


I A. B. do call Almighty God and his only 
Son Jeſus Chriſt my Redeemer to witneſs, and I 
do 


2 — 
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that may be made againft him; and further I ſincerely pro- 
miſe to ſupport, maintain and defend, with my whole might, 
the ſucceſſion of his Majeſty's Family to the Crown, agaioft 
any other perſon whatſoever } hereby renouncing and ab- 
juring all obedience or allegiance whatſoever to the perſon, 
who is ſaid to have aſſumed the ſtile and title of King of 
England, under the name of Charles the third, and to any 
other perſon whatſoever, claiming or arrogating to himſelf a 
right to the Throne of theſe Realms, 


THE ANSWER 


We, the underwritten Doctors of the Sacred Facul. 
ty of Paris, are, with regard to the Oath lately 
propoſed to the Catholicks of Ireland, of Opinion 


as follows, viz. 


That it belongs not to us to give any anſwer or advice, re- 
lative to the firſt article of ſaid oath, We are utter ſtrangers 
to the government and kingdom of England : nor is it by any 
means our buſineſs, as diyines, to examine what may be con- 

d. a ſiſtent 
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ec noſtrum atteſtor, & profiteor me non credere 


6 Papam ullam temporalem aut civilem juriſdic- 
* tionem, 


„ regimen Angliz politicum ferat : quibus rerum eyentis & 

* juribus, Auguſtiſſima Georꝑii terti perſona, ad regnum ma- 

* joris Britanniz, pervenerit; illud ve ſibi· & ſuis proprium 
vindicet. 


« Sed non ideò dubitamus, quin 8 huic articulo 
* ſimilis, omnes ac ſingulas partes jurare liceat, ad fyonden- 
* dum fidele obſequium Prineipi cuique, legitimè conſirmato 
* tum in regnandi jure, tim in jure ipſo tranſmittendi poſte- 
* ris ſuis hereditariam regni dignitatem.” 


ARTICULUS SECUNDUS 


Item profiteor me non credere Papam, aut aliam externum 


* Principem quemcunque, Rempublicam, -aut Regem, ullam 
* temporalem aut civilem Juriſdictionem, poteſtatem, prin- 
cipatum, aut imperium directè vel indirectè infra hoc reg- 


num habere, wel habere debere. 
RRSTON S8 I o. 


© Secundus Sacramenti ejuſdem articulus partes quas opor- 
* tet, privſquam conſulentibus reſpondeamus, diſcernere. 


Pars prima, firmam perſuaſionem exprimit, de lth 


N temporalis, infra Hiberniam, Juriſdictionis, que Pontifici 
*« Romano, 


. ö 
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do profeſs that I do not believe the Pope has or 
ought to have, directly or indireftly, any tempo- 


; c 
. — 


fiſtent with its political conſtitution: nor by what rights and 


events the auguſt perſon of George the 'Third has aſcended 
the Throne of Great Britain, and claims it as his property, and 
that of his family. 


we doubt not however, but an oath, fanilar-to the, pre- 


Gala may be lawfully ſworn as to all i its parts, to pro- 
miſe true allegiance to any prince whatſoever, confirmed 
by law in the rights of reigning, and in that of tranſmitting 


the royal dignity by inheritance to his poſterity. 
ARTICLE THE SECOND. 


© Talfo profeſs that I do not believe the Pope, or any other 
foreign Prince whatſoever, or any King or Commonwealth, 
bas, or ought. to have, any temporal or civil jariſdiction, po- 
er, pre- eminence or 8 within this realm. 


Tux ANSWER, 


| The ſecond anticle af che oath contains two parts, which | 


— — ameaoer, 


The neee eee of the aulliy With- 
in e of Ireland, of all temporal juriſdiction, as be- 
longing 
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nem, proteſtatem, principatum aut imperium 
& directe vel indirectè, intra Hiberniæ reg· 
«© num habere vel habere debere. 

AR TI. 


—— 


1 nn vi ſpiritualis autoritatis, directe vel indirectè 
competat. 


pars altera, parem quoque ſententiam * de nulli- 
tate civilis eujuſlibet, intra Hiberniam, poteſtatis, quæ ulli 
<< externo Regi, vel Domino, nomine een attributa 
«6 fir. 


** Cenſemus autem, primam partem mods expoſitam, ſal- 
v fide & tutã conscientis, a Catholicis Hibernis jurari poſſe. 
* Imo huic parti contradici nequit, niſi ſimul accedatur ad 
* Antonis Sanctarelli doctrinam, olim Theologis reprobatam 
* (anno 1626) velut dignitati Pontificie odium conciliuntem, ſu- 
* preme Regum autoritati d Deo ſolo dependenti derogantem, 
* Principum infuelium & hereticorum converfionem impedien- 


«c tem. 


" prætereãque pars eadem apprimè conſonat 18. articulo 
celebriĩs Declarationis, anno 1682, a Clero Gallicano datæ, 
** ex qui Galli Theologi, non mods ſentiendi legem optimam 
capiunt, ſed eidem ipſã Rehigione ſe quotidie obſtringunt. 


Quantum vers pertinet ad partem alteram, quæ rejicit 

„ omnem intra Hiberniam, Domini cujuſvis externi potentiam 
< civilem, manifeſtum eſt, totam hanc articuli ſecundi partem 
<< ad genus earum rerum, quæ politicis juribus proximz & con- 
junctæ ſunt, De quibus inter reſpondendum omninò tacere, 


propter cauſas jam explicatas, animum induximus, 


Admonere 
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ral or civil power within the kingdom of Ire- 


land. 
; ARTE 


longing to * biſhop of Rome direQly or r indirefy, by vir- 
tue of his ſpiritual authority | 


The ſecond part profeſſes a like perſuaſion of the , 
avithin the kingdom of Ireland, of all civil juriſdiction or power, 
attributed, by any title e to ay 1 King or 


potentate 


No we think that the firſt bart, as above ſet forth, may, | 
without prejudice to faich, and with a ſafe eee; be 
ſworn by the Catholics of Ireland. Nay, this part no body 
can contradict, without acceding to the doQtrine of Anthony 
SanQarel, formerly (in 1626) cenſured by the divines of 
Paris, as bringing an odium on the Papal Dignity ; leſſening 
the ſupreme authority of Kings, dependent on God alone ; imped- 
ing the converſion of Infidel and Heretical Princes. 


Beſides, this part is perſectly confonaca with the firſt article 
of the famous declaration publiſhed by the clergy of France 
in 1682, which the French D at not only take for the ſtand- 


ard of their opinions, but bind themſelves every day by Gn 
to adhereto, 


As to the ſecond part, which diſclaims, within the kingdom 
of Ireland, all manner of civil power, as belonging to any fo- 
reign lord whatſoever, it is evident that the whole of this part 
of the ſecond article, is of the nature of thoſe doctrines, that 
are intimately blended and inter woven with political rights 
and conftitutions concerning which, we are reſolved, for 
the reaſons above mentioned, to be entirely ſilent in our an- 
ſwer. 


It is 


3 


= o 
* — 9 
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— ARTICULUS nen 


a Profitoor — me e repndiare ac deteſtari 
* Poctrinam illam i Chriſtiano ſpiritu alienam, 
e & impiam: ſcilicet eſſe licitum, . 
“que ſvel quoſcumque, eo nomine quod 
* Heretici, occidere vel & medio tollere; — 
* etiam à Chriſtiano ſpiritu alienum nec non 
ͤjjmpium illud placitum, nullam nimirum cum 

e e e ee p p x zu 


ARTE 


lun 3 4 1 


: « Admonere tamen hie rur ſum expedit. non idcites nos in 


g % qubium vocare, an ſimili juramento, ſas ſit obedientiam 


ſpondere Principi, qui ſecundum jura & leges Regnum obti- 
at, à poſteris ne legirimi pariter bareditate er 


Cæterùm, nikil novi ſe prodit, in ſecunds. parte praſentis | 
of articuli, quod magis ab ĩpſius, quam ab articuli primi, ſub- 
* ſcriptione impedire debeat. Quandoquidem iſtius ſecundz · 
** partis ſundamentum omne, in primo articulo, ſternitur : nec 
< ſatis fibi conſtarent ili, quibus nullum primus artieulus; 


« aliquem lize fecunda pars ſerupulum injiceret.” 


N. B. Quidquid i in prime Conſultations & ſubnexz reſ- 
ponſionis contextu reliquum erat, id in exemplari præſenti ac- 
curatè deſcriptum, novis annotationibus auctum, nullis autem 
partibus imminutum continetur, 


12111 
ARTICLE Taz SECOND. 


I alſo profeſs that I renounce and deteſt that 
unchriſtian and impious ' doQrine, that it is 
lawful to kill or deſtroy any perſon or perſons, 
merely becauſe they are Hereticks ; as alſo that 
impious and unchriſtian ym that no faith 
is to be _ with 3 
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It is proper however 12 again to barns, n we do not 
therefore entertain any doubt concerning the lawfulneſs of 
promiſing allegiance, by a ſimilar oath, to any prince, who, 
agreeable to the conſtitution and the laws, is in actual poſſeſſi- 
on of the Royal Dignity, on terms of tranſmitting it alſo by 
lawful inheritance to his poſterity. 


Upon the whole, there appears no new matter in the ford 
part of the preſent article, that ought, more than the firſt arti- 
cle, to prevent the ſubſcribing of it ; as the whole foundation, 
on which the ſecond part bears, is previouſly laid in the firſt 

article: and it would be an inconſiſtency, in one that did not 
heſitate at the firſt ek to make any , of this ſecond 
part. 6 | 


N. B. The remaining part of thefirſ conſultation; and of 
the anſwer annexed to it, is carefully tranſcribed in the ſequel 
of che copy,. with additional obſervations and no  recrench= | . 
ments whatſoever, | 'Y 
Fe 
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ARTICUL US TER Tl US, 


& thi. profiteor me fide 3 credere, 
md reſpuere me opinionem illam: nempe 

* principes excommunicaàtos a Papa, vel & Papz 
0 mul & Conciho, vel quivis Roman ſedis 
« autoritate, vel autoritate alia quicunque, poſ+ 
* ſe à ſuis ſubdits, aut 3 quolibet alio deponi 
vel necari; ideoque promitto futurum ut ta- 
lem opinionem, aut etiam qualemcumque 
verbis hujus· ce declarationis contrariam, nec 
tenæam, nec propugnem, nec foveam. 


. ARTICULUS QUARTUS. 


Denique palam ptofiteor, me hc proferre 
* obvio & conſueto verborum ſenſu, omni ſemota 
« tergiverſatione, æquivocatione, vel reſervati- 
« one mentali : certdque teneo à nullo Papa vel 
« Conciltio, aut ulli in terris Poteſtate, me p. 
hac, aut qudvis abſolutione vel diſpenſatione jam 

« roncefſd, abfolvi poſſe vel eximi ab obligatione 


« qnam per boc Saecramentum, aut per nllam jun 


* Sic me Deus adiuvet. 


R E S- 


— 


. 
ARTICLE Tre THIRD. 


I further profeſs that it is no part of my be- 
lief, nay, that I reje&t the opinion, that Prin- | 
ces excommunicated by the Pope, or by the 
Pope and Council, or by any authority of the 
See of Rome, or by any authority whatſoever, 
may be depoſed or put to death by their ſub- 
jects, or by any other perſon whatſoever; and 
therefore I promiſe that I will not hold, main- 
tain or countenance that, or any other opinian 
contrary to the words of this declaration. 


ARTICLE Tyz FOURTY. 


9 


Laſtly, I freely profeſs that I utter theſe things 
according to the obvious and uſual meaning of 
the words, without any evaſion, equivocation, 
or mental reſervation ; and I hold it for cer- 
tain, that I cannot hereafter, by any Pope or 
Council, or by any power upon earth, or by 
any abſolution or diſpenſation already granted, be 
abſalved, or freed from the obligation I contract by 
abis eath, or by any part of it. So help me God. 


e 2 THE 
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Nos infra ſcripti Sacræ Facultatis Pariſienſis 
 DoQores, de articulis modo relatis, ac memo- 
rato ſupra jure jurando fic cenſemus. 


I. Salud Fidei veritate & tutd conſcientia, pote/? 
Primus articulus ab Hibernis Catholicis yurari. 


* 


Hoc articulo id duntaxat enunciari intelligi- 
tur: ſcilicet nullam eſſe juris temporalis ſpeci- 
men, quæ Romano Pontifici in aliquod regnum, 
(puta Hiberniæ) directè vel indirectè ex Dei 
ordinatione competat. Ejus autem rei firmam 
perſuaſionem ſibi inducere meritò poſſunt Hi- 
berni Catholici; eamdemque, ſi admota fuerit 
occaſio, etiam adhibitio jure jurando declarare. 


Ex ipſis nimirum Chriſti Domini dictis, reg- 
num meum non eft de hoc mundo, itemque, reddite 
que ſunt Caſaris, Cæſari, & que ſunt Dei, Deo, 
| luculenter innoteſcit (1) rerum civilium ac tem- 

| | poralium 


(i) Vid. infra pag. 6. Art, primum Declar. Cleri Gall, 
ann. 1082. | 
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THE ANSWER. 


We the underwritten Doctors of the Sacred 
Faculty of Paris, do give our Opinipn as fol- 
lows concerning the above Articles; and the 
Oath before mentioned, 


I. The firſt Article can be ſworn by the Catholicks 
. of Ireland, conſiſtent with the Truth of Faith, 
and with a ſafe Conſcience, | 


By this article no more is underſtood to be 
expreſled, than that the Roman Pontiff has not, 
by divine appointment, either directly or indi- 
rectly, any ſpecies of temporal authority over 
any kingdom, for inſtance, that of Ireland. The 


Catholicks of which may juſtly bring themſelves | 


to a firm perſuaſion of this article; and the 
ſame, when occaſion offers, they may declare 
upon oath, 


From the very words of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt : My kingdom is not of this world ; and give 


unto Ceſar the things that are Caſar's, and unto 
God the things that are God's, We learn that no 


civil 


1 363 


poralium proteſtatem B. Petro ejuſque Succel- 
ſoribus à Deo non fuiſſe traditam, vel annexam 
poteſtati rerum ſpiritualium & ad æternam ſalu- 
tem pertinentium. | 


Neque vero refragari quiſquam poſſe videatur 
primo huic-ce articulo, niſi proprius accedat ad 
Antonii Sanctarellii doctrinam olim (1) 3 Theo- 
logis Pariſienſibus reprobatum, velut dignitati 
Pontificie odium conciliantem, ſupreme regum au- 
toritati 2 Deo ſolo dependenti derogantem, Princi- 
pum Inſidellum & Hæreticorum converſionem impe- 
dientem. (a) 


Denique nihil iſtius articuli profeſſione conti- 
netur, quod apprime non conſonent primo arti- 
culo celebris Declarationis, anno 1682 à Clero 
Gallicano datæ (3), ex quà Galli Theologi non 
modo ſentiendi legem optimam capiunt, fed 


(1) Anno 1626. 

(z) Vid Collect. Jud. 4 Argentrè, Tom, II, part. II, p. 212. 
(3) © Beate Petro, inquiune Archiepiſcopi & Epiſcopi man- 
dato Regis Pariſiis an, 1682 Congregati, ejuſque Sueceſſori- 
bus Chriſti Vicariis, ipſique Eccleſiæ rerum ſpiritualium, & 
ad æternam ſalutem pertinentium, non autem civilium ac 
temporalium 4 Deo traditam poteſtatem, diceme Domino, 
* Regnum 


\ 
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civil or temporal power was dived by Almighty 
God to St. Peter and his ſucceſſors, not annex- 
ed to the power in ſpiritual matters, that regard 
eternal ſalvation. 


Nor does it appear that any one can diſſent 
from this article, without acceding to the doc- 
trine of Anthony Sanctarel, formerly (1) cen- 
ſured by the divines of Paris, as bringing an 
odium on the Papal Dignity; leſſening the authori- 
ty of Kings, dependent on God alone ; impeding the 
conver/con.of Infidel and Heretical Princes. (a) 

In ſhort, the profeſſion of this article contains 
nothing, but what is perfectly conſonant with 
the firſt article of the famous declaration pub- 
liſhed by the Clergy of France, in the year 
1682, which the divines of that kingdom not 
only take for the ſtandard of their opinions, but 
bind themſelves every day by oath to adhere 
to. (3) 


— 


9 


(.) tn the Year 1626. 
(2) See Collect. Iud. D'4rgentri, Tom. II, part. II, pag. 


212. | ©. *d . 
(3) “ God, ſay the Biſhops and Archbiſhops aſſembled in 
Paris by bis Majeſty's command in the year 1682, God gave 
« to S. Peter and his ſucceſſors, the vicars of Chriſt, a pow- 
er in ſpiritual matters, and ſuch as regard eternal 3 
* 


— 
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Jam an. 1680, conveniens cum præſenti, , ſen-, 
tentia prolata eſt, a ſexaginta Doctoribus Sacre 
Facultatis Theologiæ Pariſienſis, circa Sacramen- 
tum Anglicanum de regum lupe autoritate 
i nullo dependente. 


Il. Geminas partes articulus ſecundus complectitur; "8 
prima proſpicit ne juſta lenitas erga Hereticos,, 
| allera, ne Ader ipfis ernie violetur. 


Ucramque verd kane beter ntlnii piè ju- 
rari poſſe: quin etiam rerum ita ferentibus ad- 
n e debere WT yn conſeientian ip- 


Len, 


: TSS BT hats 
* 1 meum non n of de hoc mund & iterum, reddite ergo 
<< guee ſunt Cæſaris, Cefari : & que ſunt Dei Dea; ac proinde 
© ſtare Apoſtolicum illud: omniis auima poteſtatibus r 
* bus ſubdita fit :- non eſt enim poteftlas- m d Des : guæ 
autem ſunt, a Deo ordinate ſunt. Ttaque qui poteſtati reflit, 
Dei ordinationi refiftit. Reges ergo & Principes in tempora- 
* bus, nulſi Fedtenaſtice poteſtati, Dei ordinatione, Tubjici, 
** neque autoritate.clavium Ecclefiz, direQe-ve] indirectè de- 
** poni, aut illorum ſubditos eximi à fide atque obedientia, ac 
Ner- fidelitatis Sacramento ſolvi poſſe, eamque ſententi- 
am publieæ tranquillicati neceſſariam, nec minus Eccleſiz, 
quam imperio, utilem, ut Verbo Dei, Patrum traditioni, & 
1 = * ſanftorum 1 confonam, omnino retinendam. be 


14 ] 
An opinion Gimilar to this was given in the 


year 1680, by fixty doctors of the ſacred facul - 


ty of Paris, upon an oath framed in England, 
concerning the ſupreme ee W 
of Kings. 


II, The ſecond Article contains two Parts ; the frſt 


Provides againſt any violation of the lenity due 
10 Hereticks, the ſecond, againſt any breach of 
A Faith \Pledged to them. 


We think that both parts may - be ſworn with 
a ſafe conſcience ; nay, and ought to be ſworn, 
haves circumſtance require it, not only yy conſci- 


— . 


4 ber not in civil and Gia affairs, agreeable to theſe 
* words of our Lord; My kingdom is not of this world,; and 

again, render therefore unto Ceſar the things that are Caeſar's, 
"© and unte God the things that are Gods; and therefore the 
« apoſtle's doctrine ſtands good: Let every ſoul be ſubject unto 
© the higher powers z for there is no power, but of God: the 
powers that be, are ordained of Ged. Kings therefore and 
* Princes in the temporal concerns, are not, by divine or- 
* dinance, ſubject to any eccleſiaſtical power; nor can they, 
« by the authority of the keys, either directly or. indirectly, 
be depoſed, or their ſubjects freed from the loyalty and obe- 
© dience they owe them, and abſolyed of their oath of allegi- 
Lance; and this doctrine being neceſſary ſor the peace of ſo- 
( ciety, and no-leſs uſeful to the church than to the ftate, 

.** mult, by all means be adhered to, as agreeable to the word 


of God, F N 
-* of the {aiars, N . nl | 


Fein | ence - 
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7 a; oripter” Catholican manſuttudinem tom 
mendandam. oN | 


'Nikil prefectd a dont enfin animis ge. 
bet longius abeſſe illà Doctrinà, qua quoſtutrette 
vel quemcumque, eo nomine quod ſint Hæretici, 
occidi licite poſſe decernit; & que ſub Religio- 
nis obtentu, non exhibet nili funeſtiſſima ſemi- 
na atque irritamenta maximorum in orbe Chrif- 
tiano malorum, 3 n N beb- 
| n 

 Quile Judiciuia f ferre oporteat de el 
riis hujuſmodi ſententiis, abundè nos edocet 
nota hiſtoria Beati Martini Turonenſis Epifcopi, 
communionem refugientis Præſulum illorum qui 
Maximo Imperatori autores fuerant ut Hæreticos 
Priſcillianiſtas ferro decuteret. (2) Aſſiduis pre- 
eibus Maximum obſecravit, Sanctiſſimus Antiſ- 
tes, ut errantium ſanguini parceret, ſatis eſſe 
dictitans, dum illi damnatorià Præſulum ſen- 
>tentia convicti ab Eecleſiis ejicerentur. (3 


. 


(1) Verba 8. Aug. Epiſt. ad Comit. Marcellin. 

(2) Vid. Sulpit. Sev. Lib, II. Sacre Hiſt. & Dial. 5 de virt. 
Mon. Orient. | 

(3) Vid. Hiſt, Eeclef. D. Fleuri, Lib, XVIIL num; 20 


/ 
* 


11 


exe /ate, but aifa for the. Bana of Cathaiic 
Meekneſs. (1) 


| Tazzx i is certainly nothing that ought to be 
held in greater abhorrence by all good men, 
than the doctrine that pronounces it lawful to 


kill any perſon or perſons, becauſe they are here- 
tics; and, under pretence of religion, exhibits | 


throughout Chriſtendom, nothing but the ſeeds 
and incentives of the greateſt evils, * 
maſſacres and wars. 


WHrarT opinion we ſhould form of thoſe ſan- 
guinary doctrines, we learn abundantly from the 
well known hiſtory of 8. Martin biſhop of Tours, 
who refuſed to communicate with the prelates, 


who adviſed the emperor Maximus to. put the 


Priſcillianiſts to the ſword. (2) The holy biſhop 
never ceaſed entreating the emperor to ſpare the 
blood of thoſe deluded people, aſſuring him it 
was puniſhment enough for them, 'to ſtand con- 
victed, condemned and excommunicated by the 


—_ (3) [2 
f2 AND 


— 


(1) S. Aug. in his Epiſt, to Count Marcel linus. 

(2) See Sulpir, Sev. Lib, II. Sac, Hiſt, & Dial. 3. De Virt. 
Mon, Orient, 

(3) See Fleuri's Eccleſ. Hiſt, Lib. XVIII. No, 29. 
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Et verd Catholic illz gentes quæ hic ſpeci- 
atim in parte vigilantiùs inſtiterunt veſtigiis 
Majorum, apud quos rara ſunt exempla capita- 
lis pœnæ denunciatæ Hæreticis, (& iis quidem 
facinoroſis ac ſeditionum faces ſubdentibus) id 
imprimis præcavendum (1) duxerunt, ne ſuos 
intra fines ea novella jura invaleſcerent, quæ 
graviſſimos pœnarum civilium gradus ad cundta 
hæreſeon genera, nulla temporum, locorum, & 
adjunctorum habiti ratione, duriter extendunt ; 
& luctuoſam cauſam intulere cur divina Chrifti 
Religio infandis adverſariorum maledictis xi 
ſimè proſcindatur, | | 

Nullam autem cum Hereticis ſervandam efſe fi- 
dem, placitum eſt ab honeſtate quivis & Catho- 
licorum ſenſu ita abhorrens, ut nulla de re gra- 
viùs conqueſti ſint qui contra Proteſtantes Eccle- 
ſiz Catholicæ defenſionem ſuſceperunt (2), 
quam quod maligne & per calumniam de tali 
Do&rini ab adverſariis ſuis inſimularetur. 


Juvat 


2 


(1) Vid. Inſtit. Canon. ejuſdem de Fleuri, part 111. cap. X. 
(2) Vid. Arnold Apol. pro Catholicis, & Autores quos citat 
Roſweid, Swert. Vid. etiam Cochlzum in hiſt. Huffitaruim. 


t 45 J. 
AND ſuch indeed of the Catholic Nations, as 


were, in this particular, more attentive to tread i 
in the ſteps of their anceſtors, (amongſt whom 
there are few examples of capital puniſhment in- 


flicted on heretics, and never but for acts of fe- 


| lony and ſedition) conſidered it as a duty of the 
firſt importance, to prevent thoſe novel laws, 


from prevailing among them, which, without 
any. regard to time, place, or circumſtances, 


extended rigorouſly, to all kinds of hereſy, the 


ſevereſt degrees of civil puniſhment (1); and 
thereby unfortunately gave occaſion to all the ſa- 
creligious abuſe, that was thrown out by the 


enemies againſt the divine religion * Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


As to the. doctrine of breaking faith with here- 
tict, it is ſo contrary to common honeſty, and 
ſo repugnant to the ſenſe of Catholics in gene- 
ral, that thoſe, who ſtood forth, in defence of 
their church, againſt the Proteſtants, have com- 
plained of nothing more heavily, than of the 
malice and falſehood of ſuch a charge. (2) | 


HERE 


8 


— 


(1) See the ſame Author's Inſtit, Canon. Part I. Chap. X. 
(a) See Arnold. Apol. for the Catholics, and the Authors 


quoted by Roſweid, Swert, 'See alſo Cochley's Hilt, of the 
Huſſites. 
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Juvat hie verba ipſa exſcribere quibus Sum 8. 
Franciſcus Saleſius, in inſigni cum Theodoro 
Beza colloquio, linguam occluſit huic Novato- 
ri accuſationem iſtam contra Catholicos inſtruen- 
ti (1). Cum Patres Synodi Conſtantienſis reos 
egiſſet Beza læſæ, in causã Huſſitarum publics 
fidei, haud cunctanter is præſul pari eruditionis 
& ſanctitatis famã conſpicuus obtreQatori reſpon- 
dit: criminationem illam qua fipgitur, datæ 
Hæreticis fidei violationem licitam apud Catholi- 
cos haberi, veterem eſſe calumniam; quæ toties 
refutata penitus atque obtrita ſit, ut neſcire ſe 
faterctur quonam adhuc pacto Catholicæ Reli- 
gionis oſores vel minimum ex tali commento 
ſubſidium repeterent : ita firmiter tenere Catho- - 
licos, nefas eſſe fidem homini cuilibet interpoſi- 
tam fallere, ut eos ab hic ſententiã nullum poſ- 
ſit exemplum dimovere, ne illud quidem ipſum 
Conſtantienſis Synodi factum, etiamſi non præ- 
poltere nec injuria objiceretur. Adjecit egregi- 
us cauſæ Catholicorum afſertor, ea quæ Conſtan- 

(12 


> 


—_ 


(1) vid. D. Marſollier, Lib. III. Vitz Sancti Franciſci da- 
lefii, Tom. 1. pag. 287, edit. Pariſan. 1757. N 


" Hb 


[ 7 ] 

HRE we ſhall willingly tranſcribe tlie identi · 
cal words, with which 8. Francis De Sales, in 
his famous Conference with Theodore Bezau, 
reduced to ſilence that learned reformer, as he 
was going to urge this topic againſt the Catho- 
lies. (1) He had arraigned” the fithers of the 
council of Conſtance for a breach of public faith 
in the caſe of the Huffites: whereupon the 
Prelate, no leſs eminent for his learning than 
for his ſanctity, did not heſttate to tell him, that 
the charge, which ſuppoſes it -lawful for tlie 
members of the Catholic Church to break faith 
-With heretics, was nothing but an old calumny 
10 often confuted, To perfectly annihilated, that 
he did not conceive, how the 5 of the Ca- 
tholic Religion could expect to derive the fmal- 
Jeſt aſſiſtance from ſuch a falſhood : that Catho- 
lies ate ſo thoroughly convinced of the unlaw- 
fulneſs of breaking faith with any perſon what- 
ſoever, that no example can ever ſhake the firm- 
neſs of their perfuaſions; not even that of the 
council of Conſtance, though it were not pre- 
poſterouſly objected and without any foundati- 
on. To this the glorious champion of Catholi- 
city further added, that the facts alluded to, in 
f ö the 


* „ 
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(1) See D. Marſollier. Lib. III. of the liſe 8. Francis D. 
Sales, Tom, I, Page 287, Paris Edit. 1757. 


— 
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tiæ geſta ſunt peſſimam in partem tracta & ac- 
cepta fuiſſe ab Eccleſiæ hoſtibus; illorum ani- 
mos acerbioribus odiis incenſos, judicandis ex 
veritate rebus idoneos eſſe non potuiſſe; tute- 
lare diploma quod Joanni Hus Sigiſmundus con- 
ceſſerat, apud Conſtantienſes quidem in levi fu- 
iſſe ac neglectui (1): quia nempe horum civi- 
tas imperatoriz Poteſtati non ſubjiciebatur: ibi 
ſummo & libero jure urbanum præfuiſſe Magiſ- 
tratum, à quo Joannes Hus alterum recepit, ut 
vulgò dicitur, ſalvum conductum, ſed certis 
circumſcriptum legibus, quarum ipſe terminos 
exceſſit; & quidquid demum de Concilii Con- 
ſtantienſis agendi ratione ſtatuatur, exemplum 
iſtud pro lege in Eccleſia non valere : nec reapſe 
dubitare Catholicos quin ſinceram promiſſorum 
fidem ſingulis hominibus exhibere debeant, qui- 
1 tandem A it (2) 


= * III. Es. 
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(ii) Sunt qui dicant iſtius etiam commeatũs fidem omninò fu- 

iſe ſervatam, ſiquidem ſpectavit rantam ad ſecuritatem itine- 
ris, in quo Joannis Hus nemo moleſtiam attulit. Vid. Nat. 
Alex. Hiſt. Eccleſ. Tom. VIII. diſſert. 7, p. 497. 


(2) Abs re non ſuzrit annotare Clementem VIII. datis anno 
1597 litteris, gratulationem feciſſe B. Saleſio, qui ad Sedem 
Apoſtolicam de hoe ſuo cum Bea congreſſu retulerat, & de 
ftatu Religionis in agro Caballicenſi, Vid, Marſoll. Lib. Vi- 
tz 8. Saleſii ſupra citats, 


— 
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che council of Conſtance, were quite miſtated 


and miſconceived by the enemies of the Catholic 
Church: that their reſentments and animofities 


were then at ſuch a height, as rendered them 
unfit to judge of matters according to truth: 
that the ſafe conduct, granted by Sigiſmund to 


John Huſs, was paid no regard to by the people 
of Conſtance, (1) becauſe their city was inde- 
pendent of the Emperor: that the ſupreme au- 
thority there was veſted in the city magiſtrates, 
who exerciſed it without controul : that from 
them John Huſs got another ſafe conduct, but 
confined by certain reſtrictive: clauſes, the limits 


of which he'tranſgreffed : that in ſhort, whatever 
opinion may be formed of the conduct of the 


council, its example is no law in the church; 
and that Catholies are in no doubt of the obliga- 
tion they are under, of dealing fairly and ſin- 


cerely with all mankind, and of keeping their 
word to whomſoever they have pledged it. (2) 


(1) There are ſome who think that even this ſafe conduct 


was ſtrictly obſerved, as it regarded only John Huſs's ſafety, 
during his journey, in which he certainly was not moleſted. 


See Nat, Alex. Hiſt, Eceleſ. Tom. VIII. Diſſert. 7, Page 497. 

(2) It may not be amiſs to gbſerve, that in the year 1597, 
Clement VIII. wrote a letter of congratulation to 8. Francis 
De Sales, in conſequence of the account he had given the Ho- 


ly See of his conference with Beza, and the ſtate of religion 


in the Gevaudan. See D. Marſollicr's above mentioned book 
of the life of S. F. De Sales, 
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Ne tamen vocabulum opinionis; quo articulus 
iſte nuncupat Doctrinam de ede & depoſitione 
ä 1 laxiore & molliore ſenſu intelliga- 
Simplex ſeilicet ofinionis nomen imponi ſo- 
2 Dodtrints, quas juriſtæ, Philoſophi, Theo- 
logi, in numets probabilium arbitrationum re- 
ponunt, & quæ neceſſariis argumentis nec per- 
fuadentur, nic rifelluntur. (1) Doctrina au- 
tem de cede & depoſitione Principum nequa- 
quam probabilibus fententũs annumeranda eſt; 
cum in duplex vitium ineurrat :: ut nempe fit 
- Haretica materiall:er, id eſt, Verba Dei contraria 
 quatenits deponi paſſe Principe fert: formaliter 
vero etiam, quntenus & occidi peſſe ſuperaddit- 
prout an. Dom. 1680 obſervatum fuit à 59 Doc- 
. 1 | toribus, 
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II. We lileroſſe think that the thru Article may, 
and, when bctuſion offers, ought 10 be ſworn by 
the Catholics OM Ireland. 
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Let not however the word opinion, whereby 


this article denominates the King- killing and 


depoſing doctrine, be underſtood as implying 
any degree of kindneſs or indulgence for it. 

Opinion is the name generally given to thoſe doc- 
trines, which Civilians, Philoſophers and Divines 


rank among the aſſertions merely probable, and 
that have no evidence to militate either for or - 
| againſt them. But the King- killing and de- 


poſing doctrine is not of this kind. It is evident. 
ly bad: Heratical, becauſe contrary to the word of 
God : and Heretical in both ſenſes of the word, 
that is to ſay, materially and formally (5) mate. 
rially, in as much as it ſuperadds the lawfwlneſi-of 
. putting them to death ; agreeable to what was ob- 

g2 ſerved 


— 2 


* 


(*) See Elucidar, Benedicti Pereyz Lib. I, Num. 9. 

(3) School terms, in latin Materialiter and Formaliter, A 
doctrine is called Materially Heretical, when contrary to the 
word of God, thougbe not yet condemned as ſuch : when con- 
demned by the authority of the church, it is called by Scho9!- 
men Formally Heretical. 


— . ˙ A Ret 3 
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tortbus, Pariſienſibus qui memoratum ſupra ſen- 


tentiam dixere, circa Sacramentum Anglicanum 
2 Nobo l. 8 


IV. Tandem cenſemus FIRE . ac 4 
quartum articulum, ab illi qui in tres præceden- 
tes Aileen 218 f 


ls enim articulus in ca partim poſitus eſt,” ut 
aditum omnem .intercludat flagitioſis mendacio- 
rum artibus, que: Chriſtianum ac naturalem i ip- 
ſum candorem fædiſſimè in hoc. juramento inſice- 
rent: partim ut abjiciat veſanam & -fallacetii 
fiduiam obtinendæ, vel obtentæ, validæ, 
alicujus abſolutionis, five, Sacramento fidei (3) 
guo ſubditi erga Reges ſuos vincti ſunt, five ab 
2terna illi lege quæ nullam adverſus homines 
cujuſcumque Sectæ e, ac en 

paticur. (*) Wat | rt 
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| (z) Vid. Collect. Jud. d Argentré, Tom. III, part. I, pag. 


65 Vid. Concluf. S. F. Par. Tom. ni. Colle. Jud. part. 
I. pag. 143. 

(®) N. 3. In eã Sacramenti formuls, quam Rex. & Sena- 
tus Hiberniz, Catholicis ejus Regni ſubſcribendam ſolemni 
| Decreto propoſuerunt. nullis hoc juyjurandum diſtinctum legi- 
tur articulis. Uno ductu totum deſeribitur, & orationis con- 
tinenti ſerie cohæret, Sed iis viſum eſt qui Theologos Pariſt- 
1 0 enſ e 
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1 
ſerved in the year 1680 by fifty-nine doctors of 
the faculty of Paris, who gave their opinion, as 
above mentioned, concerning a form of oath 


formerly preleribed. in cee by * the | 
*. (4) li 09h | 
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Iv. L, ve are Ki opinion that the Fourth Ar- 


cle may, and ought to be ſworn, by whoever 
; _ has ſworn the three firſt. | 


Tus article is intended, partly as a.bar againſt 
thoſe flagitious arts of falſehood, which, in an 
oath of this kind, would leave ſo foul a ſtain on 
the candour of the man as well as of the chriſti- 
an: and partly, to baniſh the wild deluſive con- 
fidence of obtaining, or having obtained any 
valid abſolution, either of the oath of allegiance, 
(5) whereby ſubjects bind themſelves to their 
kings, or of that eternal law, which allows of no 
perfidious or cruel treatment to be given the 
members of any religious ſociety whatſoever. (6) 


Debated 


— 
— 


— 


(4) See Collect. Iud. 9 Tom. III. part 1 page 
139. 

(5) See Coneluſ. S. F. Par. Tom. III. Collect. Iud. part J. 
page 143. | 
(6) N. B. As the oath propoſed by the King and Parlia- 
ment of Ireland to the Catholics of this kingdom, to be ſub- 


ſeribed 


| 1 9 $ 
| | | Daliberatum ere Paauns bh r. 
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[ enfes Oki athibuerunt. inks ſua ſeottum varias in 
partes, claritatis caus, divideri. Ideò ipſam jurigjurandi o- 
mulam, ſui in Conſultatione, quaſi membratim, (invariato ta- 
men ſenſu), diſſecyerynt. Ordinem porrò huic partitioni ap- 
risjurandi formela poſtpoſuit. Denique hoc in inſtrumento 
publico, pauca quædam dicta ſunt uberiius, quz brevibus illi 
verborum compendiis in Conſultatione expreſſerunt. "Sed 
| quantum ad vim ipſam, niateriemque Sacramenti pertinet, ex 
| nrrã que parte nſhil 6ccurrit, quod diffemtaneum vel leviſfime | 
videatur. Qu# quidem de re ut promptum-ac facile fit, po 
nes Lectorem quemque, judicimn.:' authenticam Sacramenti 
ilius fornwuleai}atitie Sermoni,'ex Anglico, ſamund fide tradi- 
ram, typis mand. & hoe loco exhiberi cyrayimus. 


THE 


£81 


Debated in 7 RIS, ad 4 Noventer the 
_ Sixth, in the Tear 1775, | 


And figned by Sixty Doctors of the Sacred 


Faculty. 
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ſcribed by them is ſo framed, as to run in one interrupt- 


ed ſtrain from beginning to end, without any diviſion or diſ- 


tinction of articles 3 the perſons who have conſulted the di- 


vines of Paris, thought it adviſeable, for clearneſs ſake, to di- 
vide the matter of their queries into ſeparate heads; and 
therefore, in their conſultation, without altering the ſenſe, 
they have, as it were, difleQed the term of the oath, and 
divided it into its ſeveral members ; for the better arrange- 
ment of which, they ſometimes have taken the liberty of pla- 


eing firſt what the term exhibits laſt, and, in ſome few inſtan- 


ces, of drawing into a narrower compaſs what is worded 
more at large in the term: but, on both ſides, -the ſubſtance 
and meaning are ekactly the ſame, without the ſmalleſt ap- 
; pearance of diſagreement, Of this every reader may readily 
convince himſelf, by the peruſal of the oath itfelf, of which 
we have got an authentic copy faithfully tranſlated from the 
Engliſh into Latin, and hereunto annexed.® 


Our readers In this country have no occaſion for this la- 
un tranſlation: ihey will be ſatisfied with the well ces * 
liſn en which we here give them, 
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8 PROPOSED BY: --- 2 
PUBLICK AUTHORITY 
\ TO THE 5 
CATHOLICKS of IRELAND, 
= Anno Regni Decimo Tertio & Quarto 
GEORGIL Terti Regis. 


CHAP. XXXV. 
An Act to enable His Majeſty” s Subjects, of 


Whatever Perſuaſion, | to teſtify their Allegi· 
ance to — | 


0 War ER E As many of his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects in this Kingdom are deſirous to teſtify their 
Loyalty and Allegiance to His Majeſty, and their 

| Abhor- 


(1) We inſert the rr to ſubſtantiate what was Fai 


in the text page, that the opinion known by the Lord Biſhop of 
Cloyne to be Roman Catholic or (not to rob him of his elegant 


tetſeneſs,) Popi/h Tenets, were only imputed in the eye of the 


Legiſlature, 


42 1 
Abhorrence of certain Doctrines imputed to them, 
and to remove Jealouſies which hereby have for 
a length of time ſubſiſted between them, and 
others his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects; but upon ac- 
count of their religious tenets are by the laws now 


in being, prevented from giving public aſſurances . 


of ſuch allegiance, "tad of their real principles, and 
good will, and affection towards their fellow 
ſubjects ; in order to give ſuch perſons an op- 
portunity of teſtify ing their allegiance to his Ma- 
jeſty, and good will towards the preſent conſti- 


tution of this kingdom, and to promote peace 


and induſtry amongſt the inhabitants thereof, 
Be it enacted by the King's moſt Excellent Ma- 
jeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of 
the lords ſpiritual and temporal, and commons 
mn this preſent parliament aſſembled, and by the 
authority of the ſame, that from and after the 


firſt day of June, one thouſand feven hundred 


aud venty-four, it ſhalt and may belawful for 
any perſon profeſliag the Popiſh Religion, to go 
before: the judges of his Majeſty's: court of 


king's bench, any juſtice of the peace for the | 


county in which he does or ſhall reſide, or be- 
fore any magiſtrate of any city or town corpo- 
tate wherein he does or ſhall refide, and there 


take and ſubſcribe the oath of allegiance and de- 


clarition herein after mentioned; which oath 
I; | h and 
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And declaration ſuch judges of the king's bench, 
juſtices of the peace, and magiſtrates are ras 
enabled and en to amine vo 


I A. B. de take Almiahey God and his only 
Son Jeſus Chriſt my Redeemer, to wineſs, that 
I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to our 
moſt gracious Sovereign, Lord King George the 
third, and him will defend to the utmoſt of my 
power againſt all conſpiracies and attempts what- 
ever, that ſhall be made againſt his perſon, 


crown, and dignity; and I will do my utmoſt | 


endeavour to diſcloſe and make known to his 


Majeſty, and his heirs, all treaſons and traite- 


rous confpiracies which- may be formed againſt 
him or them; and I do faithfully promiſe,” to 
maintain, ſupport, and defend, to the utmoſt of 
my power, the ſucceſſion of the crown in his 
Majeſty's family, againſt any iperſon or perſons 
whatſoever ; hereby utterly renouncing an ab- 
juring any obedience or allegiance anto the 
perſon taking upon himſelf the ſtile and title of 
Prince of Wales in the lifetime of his father, 
and who ſince his death is ſaid to have aſſumed 
the ſtile and title of King of Great Britain and 
treland, by. the name of Charles the third, and 
to any other perſon claiming or pretending a 
right to the crown of theſe realms ; and I do 
185 „ ſwear, 


191 
Fear, that I do reject and deteſt, as unchriſtian 
and impious to believe, that it is lawful to mur- 
der or deſtroy any perſon or perſons whatſoever, 
for or under pretence of their being heretics ; 
and alſo that unchriſtian and impious RPO Ng 
that no faith is to be kept with heretics ; I further 


declare, that it is no article of my faith, and - 


that I do renounce, reject, and abjure the opi- 
nion, that princes excommunicated by the Pope 
and council, or by any authority of the Sec of 
Rome, or by any authority whatſoever, may be 
depoſed or murdered by their ſubjects, or by 
any perſon whatſoever ; and I do promiſe, that 
I will not hold, 'maintain, or abet, any ſuch 
Opinion, or any other opinion, contrary to what 
is expreſſed in this declaration; and I do declare, 
that I do-not believe the Pope of Rome, or any 
other foreign prince, prelate, ftate or potentate, 
hath or ought to have any temporal or civil ju- 
riſdiction, power, ſuperiority, or pre- eminence, 
directly or indirectly, within this realm ; and 1 
do ſolemnly, in the preſence of God, and of 
his only ſon Jeſus Chriſt my redeemer, profeſs, 
teſtify, and declare, that I do make this. decla- 
ration, and every part thereof, in the plain and 
ordinary ſenſe of the words of this oath, with- 
-out any evaſion, equivocation, or mental reſer- 
dation whatever, and without any diſpenſation 

| h 2 already 


E 

already granted by the Pope, or any authority 
of the ſee of Rome, or any perſon whatever; 
and without thinking that I am or can be ac» 
quitted before God or man, or abſolved ef this 
declaration, or any part thereof, although the 
Pope, or any other perſon or perſons, or autho- 
rity whatſoever, ſhall diſpenſe with, ot annul the 
ſame, or declare that i it was null and void from 
the beginning. 


So help me God. 


And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
that the officer of the court of King's Bench, 
| juſtices of the peace, and magiſtrates of the 
city and tawns-corporate, ſhall yearly, within - 
twenty-one days after the firſt day of December, 
return to the clerk of the privy-council of this 
kingdom, or his deputy, a true and perfect hit, 
under his or their hand, of every fuch Papiſt as 
thall in the courſe of the preceding year have 
taken and ſubſcribed ſuch oath, in which liſt the 
quality, condition, title, and place of abode of 
ſuch Papiſt ſhall be ſpecified. | 
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APPEN D IX. 


NumBER VI. 


Eminentiſſime ac Reverendifſime Domme. 


Runionx apud nos non ita pridem percre- 
buit Emmentiſſimam Dominationem veſtram ra- 
tione quarundam literarum quæab Hybernia miſſæ 
fueriunt ſignificaſſe nuper illuſtriſſimum Domi- 
num noſtrum et ſacram Congregationem. Jura- 
mentum quoddam civile fidelitatis a Parliamen- 
to hujuſce regui in ſua ultima ſeſſione Catholicis 
noſmatibus propſitum aliquo modo improbaſſe. 
Quis fuerit tenor vel ſcopus literarum Eminentiſh- 
mæ Dominationis veſtræ, qualeſve literæ ab 

| Hyber- 
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1 VI. 


Moft Eminent and moft Reverend Lord. 


A REPORT lately prevailed here that your 
Eminence had ſignified that his holineſs and 
the ſacred Congregation, had, on account of 
letters ſent from Ireland diſapproved in fome 
meaſure of a formulary of civil allegiance, 
propoſed by Parliament in the laſt ſeſſion, to the 
Roman Catholicks of Ireland. What was the 
the tenor or purport of your Eminence's letter, 
and the letters ſent from Ireland, I never could 
diſcover, though I ſought to know it with all 
that carneſtneſs which became mine own and. 
| | my 
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Hybernia miſſis comperire non potui, licet 
promea et ſuffraganeorum meorum in ſanctiſſi- 
mum et in ſacram Congregationem ſumma ob- 
ſervantia notitiam illarum enixiſſimè ue 
mens. . 13.4.4. 

In hiſce rerum circumſtantiis, anxios & ſoli- 
citos hoc ſolum recreare potuit quod teſtimoni- 
um nobis reddiderit conſcientia noſtra nil nos 
in toto hocce negotio egiſſe, quam quod agere 
ſuaſit et populi noſtri ſalus et religionis amor. 
Juramentum alegianciæ à quo quidquid in priſ- 
tinis fidei noſtyæ erat contrarium procul elimina- 
batur concedere, tandem nobis annuerunt Rec- 
tores noſtri, utque fuatn intentisnem amicam 
prorſus eſſe manifeſtarent et ne ulla latentis do- 
li ſuſpicio Catholicos adhuc averſos teneget, 
præfationem attexacre 3 qua pubfice kt expfeſſe 
declarant hon alia mente aut fine be dium jura- 
mentum adumbraſſe, quam ut tandem Hybers 
niæ Catholicis licitum foret ſemoto omni quod 
in aliis juramentis eorum fidei diſplicuit alegian 
ciam ſuam ſalvi fide et tuta Conſcicntia profite- 
ri: preterea cum quædam opiniones ſidei ex- 
traneæ quæ etſi in aliis regni s propugnatæ fuiſ- 
ſent impune ; hiſce in partibus ſub ditione Hexe - 
ticorum, et Regis auctotitati et ſubditorum inco- 
— parum 6 ſtatutum eſt; ut 
cejuſdem 
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my ſuffragan's reſpect for the Holy See and fas 
ered Congregation. Thus circuinſtanced, the 
only comfort we had in che inidſt of our anxiety 
on the occaſion, was our conſcio uſneſs of having 
done nothing in this whole buſineſs, but what 
we were aQuated:ta do by our ſoheitude for our 
Ben and 1 ee ook *r ron 
un Pre dia length ede hold- 
ing forth t0 us, an Oath of Allegiance, from 
which was expunged whatever was contrary: to 
the tenets of our belief and, that 'no:appreben« 
ſion of any hidden deceit might hinder Roman 
Catholics from taking it ; they took care to pre- 
fix a preface of preamble to it, wherein they ex- 
preſsly and publicly declare; that they planned 
this teſt with no other view or intention than at 
length to enable the Roman Catholics. of Ire- 
land, by effacing from this Oath whatever had 
been, inſerted in former Teſts, contrary to their 
Religion, to ſwear with all ſafety of faith and 
conſcience, their allegiance to their Sovereign. 


Moreover as there were certain opinions no- 
wiſe appertaining to faith, which however they | 
might have been maintained with impunity in 
other countries, could not, in a kingdom like 


this, under an Ge vernment, but be 
; * looked 
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ejuſdem Juramenti tenore peſtes omnes Catholis 
7 eos foret 1 tics pl iti r 20 5 et R . 

benevolentiam et ſubditorum fiduciam fibt coun- 
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e — facile perfpiciat Eminentia . 


veſtra nullatenus in hac Juramento allegiantia, 
aut fidei noſtræ impeti dogmata, aut morum 

principia, nihiique forte oppottunis contigiſſe 
ut et religio diu, Hæreticorum dictorius obnn- 
bilata ſuaà tandem lace hativa refulgear Catholi- 
eorum erga Regem fidelitas 'afleratur & calummĩ- 
gan} e cs noh yi Jo not 
3 A ont Cole 260 
; 4115 1 a nos & fuſfraganel 
voſtri non ita explanatam fuiſfe ſberæ congtega. 
toni turamenti hujùſee naturam ; longioœvem & 
ne u NN aer W N ad 
Ber” | an 
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looked upon as inimical to the authority of the 
Sovereign and the ſafety of the Subje&; (1) it 
was determined that by virtue of this Oath it 
. ſhould be in the power of every Roman Catholic, 
dy declaring their abhorrence of thoſe opinions, 
to conciliate to themſelves the affection of their 
King, and the confidence w their fellow Gu: 


_jeQs. . 
By this on n 
ſee that the Oath of Allegiance is by no means 
contrary to our religious principles, and that no- 
thing perhaps could happen more providentially, 
that religion ſo long elouded by the invectives 
of Heretics, might at length ſhine forth in its ge- 
nuine luſtre ; that the loyalty of Catholies to 
their Sovireign might be aſſerted, and the 
tongue of calumny ſilenced. Hence I and 
my ſuffragans judging, with reaſon, that 
this Oath' had never been properly ex- 
plained to the facred Congregation, are pre- 
paring to bas a more ample and more exact 
dd 23 1 2 - - account 
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(1) Such were the opinions regarding a direct or  indire@ 
Power in the Pope over the temporals of kings naturally enough 
contended for in the ſchools, and by ultramontane divines, 
educated and living perhaps in 4 country, owning his holi- 
. nelv's authority, as temporal ſovereign. 
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Eminentiam veſtram & Sacram congregationem 
tranſmittere paramus. Quam interea dum aſ- 
ttuimus Eminentiæ veſtræ & ſaeræ congregati- 
oni proteſtamur non antea, nos huie novæ for- 
mule juramenti calculum noſtrum adjeciſſe, | 
quam prius pro certo habuimus, nec in mente 
juramentum proponentis, nec in ipſius juramen- 
ti verbis quid fidei aut moribus inimicum propi- 
nari, haxc duo enim ut ſemel explorata videmus, 
id eſt, ut ſemel ex ipſius legiſlatoris declarati- 
one qualem prefatio- juramento affixa exhibet 
didicimus; nihil in præjudicium noſtræ religi- 
onis intendi , e contra votum eſſe ſupremi regi- 
minis Catholicis omni modo fayere; ſimul & ex. 
noſtro ſuffraganeorumque noſtrorum, tum vari- 
orum quos conſuluimus. doctorum, judicio 
comperimus nihil verba ipſa præ ſe ferre quod 
fidei noſtræ aut morum doctrinæ adverſantur, 
ſarta tecta noſtræ religionis penetralia cernentes, 
juramentum allegianciæ religioni naufraganti 
velut oblatam tabulam lætantes arrepuimus. Sic 
Eminentiſſime Cardinalis & religionis voci obſe- 
cuti ſumus & populi noſtri magis conſonum quam 
ſublimioribus poteſtatibus obedientiam præſtare, 
in ſeripturis nil expreſſius, nil magis inculcare 

| Ruduit | 
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account of the nature of it to their Eminences. 
In the mean time we aſſure your Eminence and 
the ſacred Congregation, we never gave our de- 
cided approbatlon of this new Teſt of allegiance, 
till ſuch time as we were thorouhgly ſatisfied that 
there was nothing meant by the propoſer of the 
Oath; nor expreſſed in the words of it, contrary 
to our faith and morals, But as ſoon as we were - 
ſecure of theſe two points, that is, as ſoon as we 
were certain, from the declaration of the Legiſ- 
| lature, as expreſſed in the preamble to the Oath, 
that nothing was intended to the prejudice of our 
Religion, and, on the contrary that it was the 
wiſh of Government to prove itſelf quite favoura- 
ble to Roman Catholics, and when we were 
2qually convinced from our own, our ſuffragan's 
and from the judgment of many doQors, whom. . 
we conſulted, that the words themſelves of the 
Oath expreſſed nothing contrary to our Creed; 
ſeeing the ſanctuary of religion on every ſide 
lecure, we embraced with joy the Oath of Alle- 
giance, as a plank held forth to ſave Religion in 
this kingdom from the. wreck which threatened, 
it. Thereby, moſt Eminent Cardinal, we both 
obeyed the voice of Religion, and conſulted the 
eternal and temporal ſafety of cur People; for, 
aſſuredly, nothing can be more conſiſtent with 
Religion, than to teſtify obedience to the higher 
powers, Nothing is more emphatically expref- 

. ſed 
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ſtuduit in ſua Epiſtola encycliea Clemens IIV, 
feltcis memoriæ, populo noftro nihil ſane con- 
ſultuis crodidimus quam feralis iltius odii, ſub 
qou a longo tempore gemunt, cauſas en. 


vos Eminentiæ veſtræ Pi: fair: 5 
ſcandalis & diſſidiis inter epiſeopos hujuſce regni 
quæqæ enata fuiſſe dicuntur iſtius juramenti 
cauſa nihil ſane credimus & veritate alienum, 
magis inviolata uſque adhoc apud nos perman- 
ſere caritatis jura ſemperque 0; nos IR 
permanſura confidimus. 1 


H prælibaſſe Eminentiſhae Cardinalis ne- 
cefle duxi ut Eminentia veſtra & ſacra congrega- 
tio perſuaſum habeat nullos in orbe terrarum 
Epiſcopos fidei Catholice nobis tenaciores eſſe, 

aut firmius Cathedræ Petri adbafuros. ry 


1 in Fudaenti colin: omnimodum 
adprecer felicitatem ſimulque ſubſcribar. 


Eminentifime & Reverendiſimæ Dominati- 
onis veſtræ. | 


Obſerramiſimus * Devotiſlmaus W 


Jacobus Butler, kee. &c. bee. 
THE 
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ſed in the ſacred Scriptures; and nothing did 
more ſtrongly to incultate, in his Encyclical 
Letter, to all the Biſhops of the Catholic Church. 
At the ſame time we looked upon it as the great 
eſt advantage to our people to be able to re- 
move the cauſes of that public odium they had 
been ſo long vidims to. As to what your Emi- 
nence heard of ſcandals and diſputes between 
the Biſhops of this kingdom, and which are ſaid 
to have ariſen from this Oath, we are convinc- 
ed nothing can be more groundleſs. Fraternal 
Charlty has hithetto remained, ant we are con- 

fident always will remain inviolate amongſt us. 

0 
1 thought i it e moſt Eminent Cardinal, 
to touch upon theſe poins before hand, that your 
Eminence and the facred Congregution, may de 
always perſuaded, that there are no Biſhops in 
the whole world more tenacious of the Catholic 
Faith, than we are, and none more determined 
to adhere always to the Chair of Saint Peter, 
All that remains is to wiſh your eminence every 
happineſs, and ſubſcribe myſelf 
Moſt Eminent and moſt Reverend Lord, 
\ Your Eminence*'s Moſt Obedient, and 
_ Moſt devoted Servant, | 

4 HR BUTLER; Ke. &c. &c. 
THE 


* 7 — 
* 3 # * + F 
* 
9 1 * + FA, 
NES o 35 
8 - 
. _ + 
i * # — , 
as 110 # + - TY ES 


bh =, 


. 
#* —_— 43 ® Y r c FIT: us 16 182 
& 4490 4 # + 4+ „„ 6 a& Y 4 *# 17 4 A + 
* * , E * 7 * 7 
22 en a ; - 1 - | (13 3 
44S #&bS 4 + 14 - 6 „ 4 & $5 % SS x 
* * 5 * 75 
1 19 
+ 4 . + >a. , Y k\ Aft = 7 


PATRIARCHS, PBIMATES, ARCHBISHOPS AND 
9 BIS HOS 16418 


* 

[4 

9 * - * 1 0 1 
, * : 

i ; 15 ? 10 s | 

—_ — — _— * ͤͤ„„9süñ 6—— = 4 — — 
1 2 * E * F 

ſe , > 4 C 1 „ 8 


Venerable Brethren greeting and Apoſtolical Bene- 
e PF" Ms > 


CER SCIOUS of the . of our abili- 
ties, and the Importance of the object itſelf, 
we cn Venerable Brethren, but be greatly 
1 alarmed 


- 
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alarmed, when we form a comprehenſive idea 
of the Supreme Apoſtolical Office that is im- 
poſed on us, and when we lay before our eyes 
the weight and burthen of fo great a charge. 
From the ſecure ſtation of a private and peace- 
ful life, being called forth, as it were, from a 
ſafe harbour to ſteer St. Peter's bark, we look 
upon ourſelves as having launched out into the 
deep ocean, and there all at once carried away, 
toſſed up and down by tempeſtuous waves, and 
ready to fink in the violence of the ſtorm, 
But (a) this is the Lord's doing, and it is wonder- 
ful in our eyes. For we plainly perceive that our 
unexpected appointment to ſo important a truſt, 
is no wiſe owing to the ſuggeſtions of human 
policy, but is the ſole effect of his inſcrutable 
judgment. This makes me moſt confidently 
hope that he, who has called us to this ſupreme 
miniſtry ſo full of care and ſolicitude, will 
animate us, will ſupport our weakneſs with his 
divine aſſiſtance, and will give ear to our prayers 
in the height of the ſtorm (b). Our confidence 
herein is confirmed to an exceeding degree, by 
a recollection of Peter's timidity in the ſea, and 
the rebuke he .received from our Lord, on ac- 

k 85 count 


(a) Pſalm exvii. (b) Pſalm Ixxii. 
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alone. We therefore with a chearful mind en- 
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count of his little faith. And certainly the ſame 
Divine Redeemer, who in the perſon of this 
prince of the Apoſtles, has delivered unto us the 
care of his whole church, and the keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven; (c) who has alſo enjoined 
us to feed his ſheep, (d) and to confirm our 
brethren, (e) would have us remove all diffi- 
dence of obtaining his aſſiſtance, and rather be 
more animated by a confidence in his divine 
grace than diſpirited by the apprehenſion of our 
own weakneſs, we ſhould therefore ſubmit our- 
ſelves to the will of him, who is our ſtrength and 
ſupport, to his truſt and power we commit our- 
ſelves. He by bis deſigns will accompliſh the 
work he has begun in us, and by the very low- 
lineſs of our abilities, the force of his power and 
mercy will, be more conſpicuouſly diſplayed. 
For if, as affairs are now circumſtanced; he 
makes uſe of us who are unprofitable ſervants, 
to tranſact or to effect any thing tending to the 
preſervation of his church, it will appear evident 
to all, that he is the fole cauſe and author there- 
of, and they muſt acknowledge that all the ho- 
nour and. glory. muſt be appropriated to him 


ter 


(c) Matt, xvi, 9. (d) John xxi. 17. (e) Luke xxii. 32. 
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ter on an adminiſtration of this moſt burthen- 
ſome office, and the more powerful the aid is, 
that we rely on, the more vigorous will be the 
exertion of our zeal, being thoroughly convin- 
ced, that on account of the very eminent digni- 
ty of the office we have been promoted to, too 


much aſſiduity, labour or care, cannot be em- 
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this plan of our adminiſtration, and when, from 
the towering ſummit of this Apoſtolick See, we 
take aſurvey of all nations throughout the chriſ- 
tian world, you venerable- brethren, placed in 


the moſt eminent and conſpicuous (tation, are the 
firſt and chief object preſented to our view. It 


cheers our ſpirits to behold you, and it is with 


the greateſt ſatisfaction of mind we recognize 


you for our aſſiſtants and guardians of Chriſt's 


flock, and fellow. labourers in the vineyard of | 


the Lord. We are therefore very deſirous in 
the beginning of our Pontificate to addreſs our- 
ſelves particularly to you, who bear a part of 
our burthen and to unboſom ourſelves by diſclo- 
ſing to you the. inmoſt ſentiments of our mind, 
If in any reſpe& we ſeem to give you admoniti- 
ons, or to exhort you in the Lord, attribute 
them either to a diſſidence we harbour of our- 

on ES” ſelves, 


56.1 


ſelves, or conſider them as proceeding from a 
confidence we have in your virtue and pony hay 
ws for us. 


AND firſt we . and intreat you, venerable 


| brethren, inceſſantly to implore the Father of 


Mercies to ſtrengthen our weakneſs with his di- 
vine protection. Render us this return of the 
affection we bear you, and let us join in aſſiſt- 
ing one and the other by our prayers, that thus 
being ſtrengthened by a mutual ſupport, each 
of us may more firmly and 'fecurely maintain 
himſelf in his reſpective ſtation. By thus uni- 


ting our affections you will demonſtrate that 


unity which ſubſiſts between us. For the whole 
church is but one building, the foundation 
whereof has been laid in this See by St. Peter; 
this ſtructure is compoſed of many ſtones cement- 
ed together, but they are all fixed and ſupport- 


ed upon one rock. The church is alſo one bo- 


dy, of which Chriſt is the head, and we allform 
this body. We being inveſted with the power 
of vicegerent, preſide according to his appoint- 
ment in a ſuperior degree over the reſt; and you 
being immediately joined to us, the viſible head, 
are on that account the principal parts of the 
ſame body. What then can happen to any of 
us chat muſt not affect us all, and extend its ef- 
fes 
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fects to each individual? As therefore every 
thing that requires your particular vigilance, is 
alſo the object of our care, and is a matter that 
ſhould be referred to our cognizance; you in 
like manner ought to conſider yourſelves to be 
greatly intereſted in every thing that concerns 
us, and that claims our peculiar care and atten- 
tion. Wherefore being thus connected together 
by a unanimity of mind and ſentiments, and 
animated with that ſame ſpirit, which flowing 
from our myſtical head, and diffuſing itſelf thro? 
all the members, . communicates life and vigour 
to the whole, we ought to exert our united ef- 
forts, and employ our chief care to preſerve the 
whole body of the church ſound and entire, and 
undefiled with any ſpot or wrinkle, it may flou- 
Tiſh and improve in every commendable chriſti- 
an virtue. This, with the divine aſſiſtance, may 
really be accompliſhed, if each of us is inflamed 
with an ardent zeal for the preſervation of the 
flock committed to his truſt,” if each makes it 
his peculiar, conſtant care, to guard againſt the 
contagion of every vice, againſt the ſnares and 
allurements of error, and will be. aſſiduous in 
imbuing and ſtrengthening their minds with 
the aids of ſanctity and doctrine. | 
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Bor if it ever was incumbent on the preſi- 
dents and guardians of the vineyard of the Lord, 
to rouſe their zeal for the falvation of ſouls, 
there never has been a neceſſity for exercifing 
it with greater ardor, than preciſely at this criti- 
cal juncturr. For when have we ever beheld ſo 
great a variety of. pernicious errors broached, 
and almoſt daily propagated, tending either to 
the: weakening or utter extirpation of religion? 
Or when we fee mankind more inveigled by the 
charms of novelty, and impelled by a thirſt af- 
ter all the modes of ſtrange doctrines, flock to- 
gether in the moſt eager purſuit of the deluſive 
bait? Whence to our grief the contagion of 
error every day ſpreads more widely to the rnin 
and deſtruction of ſouls. Tou muſt, therefore; 
Venerable Brethren, labour the more aſſiduoufſy 
and exert the whole forte of your authority, and 
all your diligenee, to exprefs ſo extraordinary 
a temerity and raging phrenſy of mind, from 
pervading even what is moſt facred and divine. 
This, you may be. confident, will never be 
effected by the vai and corruptible reſources of 
human wifdom, but ſolely by ſemplicity of doctrinr, 
and. by force of the divine toord, more penetrating 
than any two-edged ſword. It will be then eaftly 
in your power to repulſe your enemies attack, 
to blunt the weapons of your adverſaries, when 
| in 
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in all your diſcourſes and inſtructions you 
preach and lay before them Jeſus Cbriſt cru- 
cified. He founded this holy city, I mean 
his church, and eſtabliſhed laws and regulations 
for her protection, to her he delivered, as it 
were, the depoſit of divine faith to be preſerved 
facred, and inviolate. Her he deſigned for the 
ſtrongeſt fortreſs of all doctrinal truths, againſt 
which the gates of hell ſhould never prevail. Let 
us then, venerable brethren, who are ſuperinten- 
dents and guardians of this holy city, carefully 
defend and preſerve this moſt noble inheritance 
of doctrine and conſtitutions bequeathed to us, 
by the ſame divine founder, our Lord and Maſ- 
ter, which having been banded down whole and 
entire to us, by our fore-fathers, let us tranſmit 
pure and uncorrupt to poſterity, By regulating 
all our actions and conduct according to the plan 
laid down in the ſacred writings, and moreover 
by carefully following the footſteps of the holy 
fathers, we are ſure of being amply inſtructed, 
how to avoid every ſtumbling- block, or all ſiniſ- 
ter proceedings, tending to weaken the chriſtian 
faith, to infringe or diſſolve in any reſpect the 
unity of the church. Scripture and tradition are 
thoſe ſources of divine wiſdom, from which on- 
ly we ſball draw every neceffary plan either of our 
belief or conduct. =} 
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© Fox theſe are the two moſt valuable inſtru- 
ments, wherein is compriſed every thing rela- 
ting to religious worſhip, moral diſcipline, and 
a virtuous conduct of life. From them we ac- 
quire a knowledge of the profound myſteries of 
religion, and of the offices of piety, equity, juſ- 
tice, and humanity. From them we learn the 
duties we owe to God, to the church, to our country, 
to our fellow-citizens, and to the reſt of mankind. 
By them we clearly underſtand, that the laws of 
true religion, are the moſt ſolid and firm ſupport of 
our civil and ſocial rights ; this is the reaſon that 
there has ſcarce been ever a perſon, who oppugned 
the ſacred inftitutions of Chriſt, who at the ſame 
time did not to the utmaſt of his power diſturb the 
public tranquillity, renounce allegiance to his ſove- 
reign, and reduce every thing to a pernicious tate 
of anarchy and confuſion. For there is ſo cloſe a 
connexion between the rights of divine and human 
power, that all, who are conſcious of the power 
and authority of kings, being confirmed by a ſanction 
of the chriſtian law, with chearful minds pay obe- 
dience to their ſovereigns, revere their power, reve- 
rencè and reſpect their dignity. e 


And really conſidering the Divine Inſtitutions in 
this Point, to be equally intereſting to the Preſerva- 
tion of the Publick Trunquilliiy, and to the Salva- 

tion 


* 81 J 


tion of Souls, we are thereby induced earneſtly to ex- 
hort you, Venerable Brethren, that next after God 
and the ſacred rites of the divine worſhip eſtabliſhed - 
in the church, you will turn all your thoughts and 
care to inſpire the minds of the people with a ſpirit 
of ſubmiſſion and obedience to their ſovereign prin- 

. For they are placed in a more eminent ſta- 
tion above the reſt of mankind, as guardians of 
the publick weal, and to maintain the laws of 
equity among their fubjects (f). They are the 
Miniſters of God unto good. It is not in vain they 
carry the ſword, (g) being avengers to execute 
wrath upon him that doth evil. Beſides they are 
the deareſt children of the church, they are her 
patrons; and are bound in duty to love her. as 
a parent, and to defend her rights and privile- 
ges. Be careful then that thoſe, whoſe inſtruc- 
tion in the law of the goſpel is committed to 
your charge, be early grounded in that divine 
precept: Let them be made ſenſible from thejr 
very infancy of their ſacred obligation, of loyalty - 
to their kings, of reſpect to their authority, and of 
- ſubmiſſion to their laws, (H) not only for wrath but 
for conſcience ſake. When thus by your inſtruc- 
tions the minds of the people are excited not 


| only 


(f) Rom. xiii, (g) Rom. Xii. 4. (b) Rom. xiii. f. 
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only to obey the laws of their ſovereigns, but 
alſo to reverence and love. their perſons, it is 
then you will in the moſt eſfectual manner pro- 
mote the tranquillity and intereſt, both of church 
and Rate, which are erer inſeparable. -- This 
point of your duty you will moſt compleatly diſ- 
charge by joining to your daily prayers for the 
people, particular ones for the preſervation of 
their ſovereigns ; that they may rule their ſub- 
jects with juſtice, peace, and equity, that poſſ- 
eſled with a knowledge and fear of their crea- 


tor, who exerciſes a ſuperior dominion in the 


kingdoms of this world, they may eſpouſe and 
advance the rights of the ſame ſupreme being, 
with a fpirit of piety and ſanctity. By theſe 
means you vill no leſs acquit yourſelves of your 
epiſcopal duties, than you will confult the good 
of the publick. For what is more juſt and rea- 
ſonable, than that theſe guardians of the ſlate, 
and preſervers of the publick tranquillity, ſhould 
have conſtant prayers offered up to the Lord for 


them, by thoſe, whoſe function, according to 
divine appointment, is, to treat of the affairs 


between God and Man, and in quality of medi- 
ators and interpreters, to preſent the ſupplicati- 
ons of the people to the Lord, in conjunction 


with their own ? 


AY 
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As to the other points of your paſtoral duty 
we think it needleſs to make a more exact enu- 
meration thereof. For to what purpoſe ſhould 
we enter into any particular diſcuſſion or admo- 
nitions relative to them, being already ſenſible 
that daily practice, and moreover a certain bent, 
or diſpoſition of mind ſuitable to your function, 
haye grounded you in a moſt perfect knowledge 
of them. There is however only one thing, 
which, becauſe it alone compriſes the. whole 
ſum of your duty, vn cannot omit lay ing before 
your eyes, and that is, to rouze your zeal in 
purſuing in all your actions, the model of our 
divine leader and prince of paſtors, (J. C.). 
and in exhibiting in your conduct a ſpecimen of 
his ſanctity, charity, and humility. For if he, 
through the ſplendor of his eternal Father's glo- 
Ty and figure of his ſubſtance, condeſcended to 
aſſume our nature with its -infirmities, if by 
ways of charity and humility he was pleaſed to 
deliver us from bondage, to render us adopted 
children of God, and co-heirs of his heavenly 
Kingdom, to what more glorious or excellent 
purpoſes can we employ our. cares and labours, 
than in our being inſtruments of preſerving and 
promoting in the reſt of mankind their union 
and friendſhip with Jeſus Chri/?, and his diſ- 

12 playing 
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playing in our perſons a ſhining example to 
others, by an imitation of that divine model of 
goodneſs, mildneſs, and meekneſs? For by what 
other means can he get wp upon a high mountain 


that bringeth good tidings (the goſpel) to Sion (1). 
When once you are inflamed with an ardent 


defire of copying after this divine pattern, it is 
impoſſible not to diffuſe the ſame deſire, not to 
kindle the ſame ardour in the minds of all your 
people. For wonderful is the influence and au- 


thority of a paſtor in ſwaying the minds of his 
| Flock. When they behold all his deſigns and 


actions ſquare with this divine model of true 
virtue. When they find him no way harſh, no 
way arrogant, no way haughty ; but on the 
contrary replete in every reſpect with a ſpirit of 
benevolence, charity, humility, and meekneſs; 
they then will-perceive themſelves irreſiſtibly ex- 
cited to an imitation of theſe laudable virtues. 
Moreover when they obſerve him regardleſs of 
his own private emoluments, attentive to the in- 
tereſts of others, relieving the neceſſities of the 
indigent, adminiſtering comfort to the afflcted, 
inſtruction to the ignorant, extending his good 
offices, his admonitions, his affections to all, 
* l | and 
i) Iſaiah. x). 9. 
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and in fine more careful of the ſalvation of his 
flock, than of the preſervation of his own 
life; it is this paſtoral zeal, love, and at- 
tention, that will render them docile and moſt 
will::g to give ear to either his inſtructions, his 
exhortations, his admonitions, and even to his 
very rebukes. But if there be any under the re- 
ſtraint of covetous, ſelfiſh paſſions, who prefer 
the temporal to the eternal, how will they in- 
ſpire others with a love of God or a ſpirit of mu- 
tual charity? How will thoſe, who are gaping af- 
ter riches, pleaſures, and hondurs, excite their 
flock to a contempt of the world and its tranſito- 
ry objects, or in fine how will thoſe who are puf- 
fed up with pride and ambition, preach meek- 
neſs and humility? As you have therefore taken 
upon you the charge of inſtructing the people 
in the doctrine and diſcipline of Jeſus Chriſt, 
an imitation of his ſanctity, meekneſs and in- 
nocence, is the plan you mult chiefly adhere to. 
It is only then you may be aſſured of laudably 
exerting your power and authority, when you 
prefer the enſigns of charity and humility to 
thoſe of your grandeurs and dignities. Look 
upon training up the people committed to your 
care in the manner we have inſinuated, as your 
moſt important occupation, as a dufy that ſolely 
belongs to yourſelves, and be perſuaded, that 
upon a diſcharge thereof, depends the preſerva- 
tion 
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tion of your characters and dignities, and from 
a neglect therein follow your misfortune and 
greateſt reproach. Let the gaining over ſouls to 
Chriſt, that were redeemed by the blood of 
Chri/t, be the only riches you thirſt after. Let 
your true and folid glory, be ſolely placed in a 
faithful and aſſiduous exerciſe of your care and 
labour for the lord, in promoting the ſervice of 
God, in increaſing the ſplendor of his church, 
in extirpating vice, and cultivating virtue. 
Theſe matters ſhould be the object of your daily 
thoughts, theſe your conſtant employment, the” 
your ambition and theſe W deſire. 


Na even thong you ſhould Vi had a long 
and grievous ſtruggle through the courſe of theſe 
-fatiguing duties, are you to imagine that occa- 
ſions will be ever wanting for the exerciſe of 
your zeal, for ſuch is the nature of; your functi- 
on, ſuch the tenor of the epiſcopal inſtitution 
that it cannot admit of an interruption from 
care, or a ceflation from labour. 'Thoſe whoſe 
extenſive charity ought not to be confined to 
any limits, cannot have their activity and zeal 
circumſcribed by any bounds, - But all your 
pains and labours will be eaſily mollified, and in 
a great meaſure alleviated by the proſpect of 
that eternal and infinite recompence, which is 

deſtined 
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deſtined for you. For how can any thing ap- 
pear laborious or troubleſome to thoſe who re- 
flect on that reward of moſt conſummate felicity, 
which will be conferred on the multipliers and 
preſervers of Chriſt's Flock, when he requires 
an account of their paſtoral adminiſtration ? 
Over and above theſe charming hopes of immor- 

tality, in the very labours of a paſtoral life you 

will experience a vaſt deal of inward ſatisfaction 
of mind, in contemplating your flock by the 
bleſſing of God on your endeavours, linked to- 
gether in mutual bonds of charity, flouriſhing 
in the virtues of an upright holy life, and in fine 
when you behold all the other many excellent 
fruits accruing to the church of God from your 
labour and vigilance, Would to God that dur- 
ing our apoſtolical adminiſtration, we might by 
one general and unanimous concurrence of our 
inclinations and zeal, behold religion reſtored to 
this flouciſhing and happy ſtate, exhibiting an 
emblem of the primitive age of the church, that 
with our mutual congratulations we might, Ve- 
nerable Brethren, rejoice together in Chriſt our 
Lord, by the protection of whoſe divine grace, 
may we be ever ſupported, and our hearts per- 


petually inflamed to act in every thing conforma- 
ble to his holy will. 


Ar 
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Ar the ſame that we. addreſs theſe letters to 
you, we alſo diſpatch others to all the faithful of 
Chriſt, with the uſual grant of a Jubilee to im- 
plore in the beginning of our pontificate the 
divine aſſiſtance for our proſperous government 
of the Holy Catholic Church. We therefore 
moſt earneſtly beg and intreat you, to direct the 
people committed to your charge, how to offer 
up their prayers on this occaſion, in à proper 
manner, with ſentiments of faith,. piety, and hu- , 
mility, and to kindle in their minds, as well by 
your. example, as by your exhortations and 
admonitions, an ardent zeal both for the intereſt 
of their own ſalvation, and for that of chriſtiani- 
ty in general. And as a token of our love, 
we molt affectionately impart to you, venerable 


brethern, and to the faithful of your Churches, 
our apoſtolic benedilinn- 


Dibad 4 in Rome, at St. Mary Mayors, the 
12th day of December, AO I IO JE = - 
our Tentißerte. 


